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EL NINO VISITORS

El Nino Southern Oscillation is when the oceanic currents change bringing warmer water,
less nutrients, and a shift in marine communities to Southern CA beaches. During these
events, additional species may be encountered.
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Size: 1- 18 ft.

«Hom shark Hammerhead Shark Prey: Will eat almost

« swell shark Sjjize: 20 in. - 16 ft.
Prey: Bony fishes,

anything; turtles, rays,
sharks, fishes, sea birds,
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& small sharks
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Habitat: Found in shallow
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some smaller sharks
and stingrays

Habitat: Found close to
shore over continental
shelves and sometimes
in bays and estuaries
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EL NINO TIMELINE: FREQUENCY AND INTENSITY
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dolphins, squid, and more
Habitat: Commonly
found in murky, coastal
waters; estuaries, harbors,
inlets near runoff

coastal waters, can also
spend long periods of
time in freshwater
environments
Conservation Status:
Near Threatened

Water temperature during an El Niio.
Warmer water pushes species further
North up the So Cal coast.
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