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Dr. Jinny Rhee joined the CSULB College of Engineering as Dean 
in July 2021, bringing to The Beach years of experience 
developing innovative student success and faculty-
development programs and forging strong relationships with 
industry leaders, alumni, and community partners. 

Dr. Rhee comes to CSULB from San Jose State University, 
where, as Associate Dean of the Charles W. Davidson College of 
Engineering, she led programs that raised graduation rates, 
increased faculty and student diversity, improved academic 
advising, and pioneered staff and faculty workshops on anti-
racism and microaggressions. 

As Associate Dean, Dr. Rhee administered the $1.8 million Silicon Valley Engineering 
Scholarship program, and was involved in over $9.2 million in philanthropy to the SJSU College 
of Engineering and its affiliated programs, engaging corporate, alumni, and community 
partners. 

She developed Engineering Programs in Community Service (EPICS @SJSU) to attract 
underrepresented minorities and women to engineering, and helped initiate the Industrial 
Technology Network Security Apprenticeship Program with Cisco Systems. 

A champion of increasing gender diversity in engineering, Dr. Rhee in 2015 oversaw the 
creation of SJSU’s Annual Silicon Valley Women in Engineering Conference, which has 
generated over $600,000 in sponsorships. Dr. Rhee joined SJSU as an Assistant Professor of 
Mechanical Engineering in 2002 and was promoted to Associate Professor in 2008 and 
Professor in 2013. Prior to being named Associate Dean, she served as Director of Assessment 
from 2013-14 in the SJSU College of Engineering’s Office of Undergraduate Studies. 

Dr. Rhee received her B.S. ('89), M.S. ('90), and Ph.D. ('95) degrees, all in mechanical 
engineering, from Stanford University. Her research interests include renewable energy, 



thermal management and student success strategies, particularly for engineering and STEM 
majors. She is the author of numerous peer-reviewed articles on engineering education, 
student success, and mechanical engineering. 

Dr. Rhee is a member of the EPICS Consortium Institution, California Engineering Liaison Council 
(CAELC), American Society of Engineering Education (ASEE), American Society of Mechanical 
Engineering (ASME), and Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). She was the 
recipient of the SJSU College of Engineering’s 2013 Applied Materials Teaching Excellence 
Award, and from 1995-2002 was sole proprietor of Rhee Thermosciences. You can follow her 
on Twitter @DeanRheeCSULB. 

 


