Student Application Requirements
President & Provost’s Faculty Research Award in Inclusive Excellence (FRA-IE)
AI Across the Disciplines: A Student-Led Inclusive Inquiry into the Future of Their Fields

Eligibility

Applicants must be enrolled CSULB undergraduate or graduate students during the 2026–2027 academic year. Students from all majors and disciplines are encouraged to apply. No prior artificial intelligence (AI) expertise or formal research experience is required. I am looking for intellectual curiosity, thoughtful questions, and a willingness to learn.

Application Requirements

Applications are submitted to Alexis.Pavenick@csulb.edu
Please submit responses to the requested information below. BY OCTOBER 15, 2026, submit in the body of an email or as a Word or PDF attachment:

Basic Information
Name, pronouns, college, major, undergraduate/graduate year, and anticipated graduation date.

Statement of Interest (250–400 words)
Describe your interest in how AI is affecting your discipline or future profession. You may approach AI from any perspective. In other words, you may discuss your enthusiasm, concern, skepticism, curiosity, or a combination of these feelings. Please add any information about yourself you deem relevant, including if you are a first-generation college student or underrepresented in your discipline.

Availability Confirmation
Please confirm as the last line of your Statement of Interest that you are available for approximately 50–60 hours of project work during the 2026–2027 academic year, including cohort meetings, a discipline-specific literature review, contribution to a public-facing AI literacy resource, and participation in the May 2027 research symposium or similar public presentation of work.

Reference
Request a reference from one CSULB faculty member, librarian, advisor, or staff member who can speak to your academic engagement and reliability. A brief email to alexis.pavenick@csulb.edu is sufficient; no formal recommendation letter is required.

Selection Criteria
Ten students will be selected: one undergraduate or graduate student from each CSULB college, plus one additional student each from CLA, COB, and COE to reflect the breadth of those colleges. Each selected student will receive $1,000 from the FRA-IE Grant.

About This Project
President & Provost's Faculty Research Award in Inclusive Excellence (FRA-IE):
AI Across the Disciplines: A Student-Led Inclusive Inquiry into the Future of Their Fields.
 
Led and mentored by the University Library’s Director of Digital Literacy and Ethics, Dr. Alexis Pavenick, this project will fund ten CSULB students to conduct discipline-specific research into how generative AI is reshaping their major’s professional field.
 
Each student researcher will:
 
· Join a cross-disciplinary cohort for collaborative meetings
· Receive $1,000 for approximately 50-60 hours of work over the 2026-2027 academic year
· Conduct an original literature review on AI's current state, debates, and ethical/sustainability implications in their discipline
· Present findings via a research poster at a CSULB symposium in May 2027, with the possibility of presenting at an external conference
· Contribute to a public-facing AI literacy resource hosted on the University Library's AI Literacy LibGuide
 
The ten CSULB students chosen will include one undergraduate or graduate student from each college, plus one additional student from CLA, COB, COE to reflect those colleges' breadth of disciplines. I'm especially hoping to hear from students who are first-generation, from people underrepresented in their discipline, or who've shown genuine curiosity about how AI intersects with their field, whether that curiosity comes from excitement, skepticism, or somewhere in between.


About Dr. Alexis Pavenick (Dr. P.)
Dr. Alexis Pavenick’s Faculty Page
Chatbots and Beyond LibGuide reference
Bots and Beyond Badged Course.

