


Guidance for use of a Raffle/Lottery/Drawing to Compensate Research Participants

This guidance on the use of a raffle/lottery/drawing for compensating research participants is new and based on what is permissible under California State law. California law prohibits lotteries (raffles & drawings) where participation is conditioned on some form of “consideration” such as purchasing a ticket which limits eligibility to win a prize. 

The terms lottery and raffle imply the purchase of ticket. The term drawing is seen as the act of selecting the winner(s). The CSULB IRB recommends that investigators cite the term “drawing” rather than “lottery” or “raffle” in IRB applications, recruitment materials, and consent forms. 

To address the aspect of California law barring some form of “consideration” limiting eligibility to win a prize, investigators must include in the drawing any prospective participants who decline to participate in the study, withdraw from participation, and individuals not recruited for the study but wish to take part in the drawing. 
____________________________________________________________________________________
To use a drawing for your study the following information should be included in the IRB Application:
1. Describe procedures to ensure that any individual who is asked to participate in the research study and consents/assents to participate, declines to participate, or who fails to complete the study, will have an equal chance of winning the drawing. 
2. Describe procedures to include any individuals not recruited for the study but wishes to take part in the drawing.
3. Describe the drawing prize (amount of each cash prize, each gift card, or estimated value of nonmonetary prize) the number of winners, and the procedures for notifying the winner(s). 
4. Describe the odds of winning or provide an approximation of the odds (e.g., no less than 1 in 500). Describe when the drawing will be held such as the month and year, after a certain number of participants have completed the study, or after the study is completed.
5. Describe a fair method of choosing the winner(s). It is important to have a fair process to choose randomly generated winners from a pool of study participants and nonparticipants. One option for randomly choosing a winner of the drawing is the free application How to choose a winner.

[bookmark: _Hlk194393145]To use a drawing for your study the following information should be included in Recruitment Materials:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk194469381]A statement that compensation (or incentive) for the study is a drawing for (describe the prize), a statement on the number of winners, and a statement when the drawing will be held. 
2. [bookmark: _Hlk194393992]A statement that whether or not you participate in the study or withdraw before completing the study you will be eligible for the drawing.  

To use a drawing for your study, the following information should be included in the Consent Form:
1. A statement that compensation (or incentive) for the study is a drawing for (describe the prize), a statement on the number of winners, and a statement when the drawing will be held. 
2. Describe the odds of winning or provide an estimate of the odds and describe how the winner(s) of the drawing prize will be notified.  
3. A statement that whether or not you participate in the study or withdraw before completing the study you will be eligible for the drawing.
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