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METHODS

INTRODUCTION

CONCLUSION

The workshop was evaluated using Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS)

PrOjeCt Purpose & Descri ptlon software for quantitative approaches, and open-ended questions using qualitative data AnaIYSIS of Flndlngs

To promote community safety in North Long Beach 90805, Social Harmony implemented analysis. A minimum of 10 participants were confirmed by Families Uniting Families After analyzing the comparison of pre-and post-survey scores, the results indicate

an evide.nce-be?\f,ed financial Iiteracy workshop to improve community Safe.ty by promoting (FUF), which coordinated outreach and logistics for the workshop. Participants were that the workshop was most effective in increasing participants' sense of financial

economic stability. The two-hour virtual workshop was presented to Project Fatherhood members of Project Fatherhood, a group that includes both court-mandated and empowerment and their understanding of debt-related concepts. While there were

partICIpa.ntS at Far.nIIIeS.Unltln.g .Famlllesl (FUF), glmed to provide tools .and resources to voluntary attendees from communities in North Long Beach and neighboring positive changes in budgeting, saving, and debt management skills, as well as in

support informed financial decision making. A paired t-test was used to interpret pre- and i : : . . : : .

post-survey data to measure the intervention’s effectiveness. Empowering community communltleg. Thg .two-hour workshop was mtggrate_d m_to regular Thur-sday zoom knoyvl_edge an_d gt_tltudes surrounding o_the_r financial topics, these changes were not

members with financial knowledge is essential to fostering safer and thriving communities. .meetln.gs, with participants Sellected based on their avall.ablllty and existing I.nvolvem.ent statistically significant. Overall, the findings suggest that the workshop helped
iIn Project Fatherhood, reflecting a convenience sampling approach. The intervention enhance participants' confidence in making informed financial decisions and

Social Problem & Target Popu|ation was evaluated with a 19 item pre-and 19 item post-survey questionnaires using Google improved their familiarity with managing debit.

forms link designed to collect data for the outcomes of knowledge, skills, and attitudes of

Viol ' ' in North L B h it Ised = . .
lolence and crime are a growing concern in North Long Beach, a community comprise participants in financial management (Likert scale). Demographic data was collected and Limitations & Improvements

mostly of Latinx and African American residents. The intersection of race/ethnicity, socio

economic status, and other structural inequities impact how the community and individuals open-ended responses were used to capture feedback and suggestions. Due to » Participation attrition was a key limitation of the workshop. There were 28
experience neighborhood safety. participant attendance fluctuating in the virtual workshop, we were only able to utilize participants in total, however, some participants reported that they had to log off
S £S ‘a1 Probl data from 11 participants who completed both the pre-and post-surveys to determine a while others left unannounced.

cope Of oocCial Fropiem statistically significant difference using the paired sample t- test. - Completion rates between pre- and post-surveys were another limitation, despite

the use of gift card incentives. Pre-survey participation was much higher in
comparison to post-survey completion, therefore reducing the sample size and

Through our community assessment, which consisted of observations, interviews with both
stakeholders and residents, secondary data, and asset mapping, Social Harmony concluded that a RESULTS

need for a safer community is a social challenge affecting the 90805 community.

 North Long Beach is a diverse community. Racial diversity is broken down as 60% Latinx, 19% Participa nts Characteristics limiting the ability to accurately measure F;I’?anges. N
African American, 11% Asian, 7% White, 2% Two or more races and 1% Hawaiian/Pacific _ o - , « The project can be enhanced by utilizing breakout rooms for participants to
Islander (Niche, n.d.). Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Participants in the Overall and Matched Groups practice using the financial tools, such as the budgeting worksheets.
. 18.90/o_of North _Long Beach commun_lty members are below the poverty Ilne’ (Census Reporter, n.d.). Characteristic Overall (N=20) Matched (n=11) ] ] ]
- The crime rate in North Long Beach is significantly higher than the National's average. The violent Gender Recom mendatlons & |mp||cat|ons
crime rate in 90805 is 57.8%, which is well above the National’s average of 22.7% (Best Places, n.d.). -Male 35% (n=7) 45% (n=5)
« A stakeholder in the North Long Beach community, spoke on the struggle's community members -Female 60% (n=12) 55% (n=6)
experience regarding meeting their own basic needs, such as affording their rent and utilities -Not listed 5% (n=1) -
(Female, Hispanic, Service Provider) (personal communication, October 2024). Age i i To further enhance To support long-term financial The community partners
« A resident in the North Long Beach community shared how housing insecurities and financial ;ggj ;g é) E”?i ;g Ojo E”izli Eﬁiit:wcglyptigtfier?agﬁgspem ggan?n#tgr:ﬂiggd;éﬁi?;ﬁiatives grnzlr;;;m?:f:}f:ﬁghtgp
. . . . . . . . . . - - (o) n: (o) n: .
strugg!es Contrlbutgs to community dlsruptlon qnd feel_lngs of being unsafe .W|t.h|n their community, ar44 50% (n=10) 45% (n=5) literacy workshops, it is should prioritize expanding ore-surveys and post-
as residents or business owners (Male, Hispanic, Resident) (personal communication, October 2024). 4554 5% (n=1) ) recommended for the access to financial literacy surveys to monitor the
i 1ali i Race and Ethnicit community partners to workshops through workshop effectiveness.
Allg nment to Sp@Clallzathn RaiEn d 10% (n=2) 9% (n=1) consider additional collaboration among By doing this, agencies
The project aligns with the Child and Family Wellbeing specialization by addressing economic _African American/Black 10% (n=2) i Incentives. This can agencies. Itis recommended can ensure topics are
0 . . o . . . . o/ fer o/ fer support sustainability as for resource sharing between relevant to their audience
stability and promoting long-term success for parents, children, and families. The workshop equips -Hispanic/Latinx 45% (n=9) 45% (n=5) . : ;
i g . . . : . Whit 25% (=5 27% (=3 the incentives can be a community partners and and can update
famllll_es with flnan_mal knowledge anq skills that can empower them tp makell_nformed fmancnal -white | | 070 (E— ) o (E- ) motivation for long-term financial experts to ensure workshops to align with
decisions. With time, these strategies would help promote financial stability and increase -Hispanic/Latinx and White 50/0 sl 9% (n=1) financial goals. The future that programming remains their financial needs. In
community safety. -Not listed 5% (n=1) - implications of using culturally responsive and the long term, research
Employment Status additional incentives can accessible to community will strengthen
-Not employed/unemployed 60% (n=12) 55% (n=6) promote engagement and members. This can lead to accountability and
-Part-time 10% (n=2) 18% (n=2) retention of participants. long-term implications In transparency in program
PROJ ECT OVE RVIEW, OBJ ECTIVES & OUTCOM ES -Full-time 25% (n=5) 27% (n=3) Note: Percentages may not total accountability, transparency development and
-Not listed 5% (n=1) - to 100% due to rounding. and equity in the financial implementation.
Project Goal literacy program
To increase community safety in North Long Beach. - i . i - implementatiﬁn.
T Descriptive, Inferential & Qualitative Results
L oneTerm Guicoms Objective A palred—sample t-test was used to compare pre- and post-survey scores across key
By May 2026, there will be a 169 decrease of crime in and nearby North Long Beach as IndICatOFS COM M U N ITY PARTN E RS
documented by the City of Long Beach Police Department Crime Statistics.”
Figure 1. Pre- & Post- Survey Data (n=11). Table 2. Objectives, Workshop Themes Covered, and ays ays - .
Intermediate DI:ume Objective J Y ( ) Summarizecjl Findings g Famllles Unltlng Famllles PrOjeCt FatherhOOd
By Marcr"rn zc}gii, Ei‘:;i:. gf padicipiﬁl—lﬂtﬁ that diId: nﬂlfbudgﬁittﬁ‘tutrllziﬁig;:Lgﬁgisi_ﬂa;i%r&::gucnplement a Categories Themes Findings "OUI.’ .mission IS to cultivate ngn‘uring and knowledgeable
Changes in Key Financial Literacy — , - families to protect and meaningfully enhance the welfare
— ° i . : . e
Outcomes (n=11) Outcome Objective Creating a budget Participants were "
mr—— B Eee————————" H B ————— #1 Knowledge o Initiateasavings | found to have little to and stability of vulnerable children and their families.
E:-.:fmel{;;;rne st 5'1.';?5 ki Attitude : ’ ° Increase know.dedge in e Reduce debt some basic knowledge
By March 2025, participants By March 2025, participants By March 2025, participants budgeting, savings and in financial
will increase their knowledge will increase their skills to 1.-'.fi]_l develop a more positive . 5 debt management management.
of budgetln_g, saving, and debt make informed and N attitude of control towards their
Efefn’; ﬁi;’;g'ﬁfjﬁie}’ S LE?E?% E‘?IQ?&S?;EEEE I*Z -%25 ;%?;F%%%dif ?I:ar;nfg%j : A g;tsclgr:l\e Objective o gugfetl management ]Ifarti(cj:i faﬂts Wsre'
as indicated by pre and pos indicated by pre an S ills e Debt planning ound to have basic i
surveys- surveys. Increase skills to make skills in creating a El Centro de AyUda Famlly Source Center
3 informed decisions using budget, savings planning " ' ol . . :
biidgeting tasls a0 dubittrar Agarghy Our mission to promote social, emotional, academic
’ Outcome Objective o Confidence in making | Most of the focus group and economic Self-SUfﬁCIenCy ’ throug ha cont/nu.um (?’f
#3 Attitude financial decisions participants found human services.
! Increase in perception e Manage stress/ themselves to feel more
Process Objective 1: Process Objective 2: Process Objective 3: tf)warc.ls controlon anxiety levels _empowere_d in making
Development Instrument Design Implementation 0 o o financial management e Seek resources informed financial
E"J" late Tﬁpruawfqgs" " By early M‘?ll:'%h EDEﬁl, %l t En Mﬂ”ﬁ'ﬂtm- EGIEE: the . Familiarity with Debt Financial Empowerment
ocused on budgeting, savi sollsct aate ot e daliverediio atleast 10! Pre-Survey | mPostSunvey *Assisted with development and implementation of
ocused on bu Ing, saving, n be delivered to at least 10 . . . - . . . . .
and debt will be available for . Lo | Sfiectivenass of the financial  La] FUF Project Fatherhood group . There was a statistical significance for knowledge since p< 0.05 in familiarity with debt Devon Ivev. Ed.D.. M.Ed the intervention
FUF as documented by the * literacy training through the " participants as |rjd|::ateci by L. o/ : . L. . . y; hdy . .
g:ﬁeda“'?;lg;tsgirzgﬁ%r;ﬁpt gLeh?g?Q of pre and post their presence via Zoom. (t=1 O, pP= 0.041 ) PartICIpantS reported a 25% increase in famlhanty with debt scores Director of Research Provided necessary feedback on research topiC and
| after the workshop. Families Uniting Families Project Fatherhood  financial literacy workshop
» There was a statistical significance for attitude since p < 0.05 in feeling empowered to devon@familiesunitingfamilies.org ‘F)Cof‘tr'tb:teg br): h%St'ngt_the V'Tua' workshop with
make informed financial decisions (=10, p = 0.024). Participants reported a 96% roject Fatherhood participants
*Long Beach Police Department (n.d) increase in financial empowerment scores after the workshop. Begonia Lara, MFT | S |
** Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (2007) » Based on the matched-group, n=11 participants, who completed both surveys, the Case Manager :jAef/Z'ls;Sr‘:l;"r']tth financial literacy topics and workshop
COMMUNITY RESOURCES |r_1terve|_f1t|on appears to have been most eff_e_ctn_/e at increasing participants' feeling gl Cen.trci de (gytllda lt:arc?lly S(()jurce Center -Provided financial literacy handouts/materials
financially empowered and reported familiarity with debt concepts. egonia.laraigelcenirodeayuda.org
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