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Using Computer Dictionaries in Teaching and Learning Chinese
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Abstract Using online dictionaries helps students in learning
the language. Various computer dictionaries are available now.
The current study shows that most students choose free online
dictionaries. The two major reasons for them to make their selec-
tion are convenience and free cost. The students’ preference is
obviously different from instructors’. The students pay less at-
tention to the quality of the dictionaries while teachers’ focus is
mostly on the quality of the software. The computer dictionaries
can be used for various purposes including classroom presenta-
tion, making customized vocabulary list, reading more extensive
texts online. The advantages and weaknesses of using computer
dictionaries are also discussed.
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How do you use online dictionaries? (10 questions only)

Dear students,
I am very much interested in how you use the online dictionaries in your Chi-
nese learning. The purpose of this survey is to find out:

1. what software or online dictionary you use most frequently.
2. why you choose a certain online dictionary and how you use it, and
3. what recommendations you have to improve the tools.

The result of survey will be shared among the students so that other students
can benefit from the information. I thank you very much for your participation.
If your want to receive the result of the survey, please input your email address
(optional). Otherwise, it is completely anonymous.

1. Your email address (optional). Leave it blank if you don't want to provide
it.
2. How often do you use online dictionary?

1 2 3 4 5
Not very often ¢ &  \eryoften
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3. What online software/program do you use? You can select one or more.
[ Wenlin

NJSTAR
CLAVIS
MDBG
DimSum
Rikai
Popjisyo
Adsotrans
Yahoo
Google

iciba

a1 1 71 71 1 71 71T 71 71 71 7

loqu8 iCE
[ nciku

4. If you often use any other online dictionary that is not listed here, please
give name (and its web address).

5. What makes to choose this dictionary?
| Convenience

More words
Provide sound
Provide animation

More accurate information

1 71 1 1 T

Provide Pinyin
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Free

Inexpensive

6. Any other factors that make you to choose your online dictionary:

7. What is the purpose of your using the online dictionary?

=

B R R

to find the pronunication and meaning.
to find some examples for the word(s)
to find out how to write the characters
I want to listen to the pronunciation

Other

8. You can provide any other usages of the online dictionary.

9. When do you use the online dictionaries?

=

-
-
-
-
-

When | do my homework

When | do online reading

When | preapare for/review lessons
When | chat with others online
When ead and write email

Other

10. Where else do you use your online dictionaries?

11. What do you recommend to improve the online dictionaries? Any other
features do you think you mostly need, but not included currently?
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Wenlin.com. 3C#k

http://wenlin.com

NJ Star Fg ik 5L

http://njstar.com

Clavis Sinica F& X fi#

http://clavisinica.com

eStroke 7%

http://eon.com.hk/estroke

FCF

http://zhongwen.com

MDBG

http://mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php

Yahoo dictionary

http://tw.dictionary.yahoo.com/

Dict.cn g3

http://us.dict.cn

nciku i s

http://nciku.com

5 H) B http://iciba.com
DimSum http://mandarintools.com/dimsum.html
loqu8 iCE http://loqu8.com/

Chinese Perakun

http://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/3349

Popjisyo http://popjisyo.com
Rikai http://rikai.com
Babelfish http://babelfish.yahoo.com/

Google Translator

http://translate.google.com
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