Unit 10: What Time Is It Now?

Part I: Listen and Learn
1.

Li Xiansheng zai Jia Zhou Daxué nian shi.
Mr. Li is studying in the Univ. of California.
FRAEAMMKRFED o

Ta méitian shangwi you ke.
He has class in the morning every day.

HER EFAHIR o

Ta jiu dian qu xuéxiao.
He goes to school at T o'clock.

I e FF A o

Zhongw zai xuéxiao chi zhongfan.
At noon, he has lunch at school.

RN PR

Xiawu ta zai tishiiguan kan sha.
In the afternoon, he reads books in the library.

T E BIEA o

Si dian ta hui jia.
At four o'clock he goes home.
W EAE R o

Wanshang ta zai jiali xuéxi.

In the evening he studies at home.

B LA RF ) o

Ta yiban shiyt dién shuijido.

He usually goes to bed at eleven o'clock.
o —f+— Sk o

2.

Xianzai ba dianzhong.
It is eight o'clock now.
LN BB o
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John dao gongst qu shangban.
John goes to the company to work.
John 2|2 8] X LIt o

Ta méitian ba dian chii mén.
He leaves home at eight o'clock every day.
RN S B o

Ba didn ban dao gongsi.
He arrives in the company at half past eight.
ANBFERE o

Shangwi ta zai bangdongshi gongzuo.
He works in his office in the morning.

LR ED RE A o

Xiaw ta gén biéde gongsi dd dianhua, tan shengyi.
In the afternoon, he calls other companies and discusses business.

TARIRA R E TR E  KAEE o

Ta wu didn xi ban.
He finishes work at five o'clock.
B b TR o

Wi didn ban ta likai bangongshi.
At half past five, he leaves the office.
B FHBFPRE o

Liu dian hui dao ji.

At six o'clock, he arrives home.
N EEFR o

Ta méitian dou hén mang.

He is very busy every day.

o B R ARAR .
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w

: John, nihao.
: Hello, John.
: John, 12 4F o

> > P

: Li Xiansheng, nihdo.
: Hello, Mr. Li.
DERA ARG o

Wwww

: Xianzai ji dianzhong?
: What time is it now?
IS AR 2

> > P

: Xianzai ba dianzhong.
: It is eight o'clock now.
DILAN BT o

Wwww

: Ni dao nali qu?
: Where are you going?
CARF|IRE X 7

> > P

: W6 dao gongst qu shangban.
: I am going to my company to work.

CRI|IRE) E LI

Wwww

: Ni shénme shihou hui jia?
: What time do you go home?
AR 2 EfEE R 2

> > P

: WO wu dian ban hui jia.
: I go home at half past five.
P RESFER o

Wwww

: WOmén jintian wanshang xué Ymgwén, dui bu dui?
: We are going to learn English tonight, is it right?
RNV R EF A 0 AR ?

> > P

: Dui. Women wénshang i didn jian, hdo bu hdo?
: Right. We'll meet at seven in the evening, is it OK?
DAf o FANE LB IL 0 SFRSF?

Wwww
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A: Hao. Wanshang jian.
A: Good. See you in the evening.
AAF o Hﬂhi',,]:.mu °

b

: Li Xiansheng, xianzai ji didn le?
: Mr. Li, what time is it now?

S E A MALSET ?

> > P

: Ba didn shi fen.
: Eight ten.
AN B T4 o

Wwww

: Women xué le yi ge xidoshi le.
: We have studied for one hour.

CRMFT —ANET o

> > P

: Yao bu yao xitxi yixia?
: Do you need rest?

 ERERAE—T 7

Wwww

: Hao, wOmen xiiixi shi fénzhong, ba dian ershi fén zai kaishi.
: Fine, let's take a ten minute break. Let's resume at eight twenty.

P AR T O RPNEE P ST

> > P

: Xing.
: OK.

2

AT ©

Wwww

: John, xianzai ba dian érshi wu fén le.
: John, it is already eight twentyifive.
:John, MANSE =+ EHT o

Wwww

: Women jixu xué ba.
: Let's continue our study.
s ALK LE e o

> > P

: Hao. Li Xiansheng, 'five to nine' Zhongwén zénme shud?
: Good. Mr. Li, how do you say 'five to nine' in Chinese?
c4F o 4 'five to nine' ¥ E 494 ?

> > P

Unit 10 Page 4



Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

: Cha wu fen jiu dian.
: Five to nine.
CERSHE o

Wwww

: Xianzai cha lidng fén jit didn, dui bu dui?
: It is two to nine, is it correct?

DR EFD IS KA T

> > P

: Dui. Women gai xia ke le.
: Correct. We should finish class now.

(Ao HATIZTIRT o

Wwww
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Part II. Utterances and Notes

o Pay attention to the position of time words. In Chinese, time words often go before
the verbs. This is different from English.

o Pay attention to the following time expressions:

9:00 jiu didn
9:05 jiu dian (ling) wu fén
9:10 jiu didn shi fen
9:15 jia dian shiwt (fén)
jin didn yi ke
9:30 jiu didn ban
jiu didn sanshi fen
9:45 jiu didn san ke
jiu didn sishiwu fén
cha yi ke shi dian
9:57 jia dian wiishiqt (fén)
cha san fen jit didn
morning shangwt
noon zhongwl
afternoon xiawt
evening wanshang
night wanshang

o 'fén' (minute) is optional when it appears at the end of a time expression as in jitl didn
wiushiqt (fén). It cannot be omitted if it appears in the middle as in ‘cha san fén jia
dian’.

« zhong and dianzhong are variants. 8 o’clock — ba didn or ba didnzhong.

e The sequence of time words follows the rule in Chinese: year>month>day>part of a
day>hour, e.g. 1995 nidn liu yue 30 ri shangw jiti didn (9 o'clock in the morning, June

30, 1996.)

o 'le' indicates the change of status. 'Xianzai ji didn le?' means "What time is it now?' as
compared to the past.

More examples:
Xianzai ba dian érshi wi fen le. 'Tt is already 8:20 now.'
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Part II1. New Sentence Modules

1. What time is it now? It is (already)...

xianzai ji didn (zhong) le?

xianzai

ba dién (zhong)

wi dian ban

ba didn shi fen

ba didn érshi fen

ba dian érshiwu fen
cha wu fén jiti dian
cha liang fen jit dian

2. Somebody does something at ... (time)

le

Conversational Mandarin Chinese

shangban

you ke

xia ke

dao gongsi qu
qu xuéxiao
chii mén
shuijiao

chi zhongfan
hui jia

likai bangongshi
hui dao jia

n}e1_t1an shénme shihou
yiban o ex ~
o ji didn zhong
jmtian
ba dian (zhong)
méitian wi dian ban
yiban ba didn shi fen
jintian ba dién ershi fen
ba dian ershiwil fen
shiyT dian
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3. ... do something somewhere

xuéxiao chi zhongfan
zai tashiiguan kan shu

jia li xuéxi

bangodngshi gongzuod

4. ... do something with somebody

da dianhua

gén b. ,d - —
iede gongst tan shéngyi
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Part IV. Practice Makes Perfect

Tell the following time in Chinese:

8:00 12:30
9:07 1:35
10:15 2:45
11:25 3:58
6:00 pm

Conversational Mandarin Chinese

10:30 am
2:45 pm
6:00 am

How to say the following expressions in Chinese?

every day

to study

to have class

to eat lunch

to read books

to go home

to go to the company to work
to finish work

to leave home

to leave office

to arrive in the company
to arrive home

to make phone calls

Answer the following questions in Chinese:

Ni méitian ji didanzhong shangban?
Ni ji dianzhong dao gongst qu?

Ji dianzhong chiimén?

Shangwt ni zuo shénme?

Xiawt ni zuo shénme?

Ji dianzhong xia ban?

Ji dianzhong likai bangdongshi?

Ji dianzhong dao jia?

Ni méitian dou hén mang ma?

Ni shénme shihou (what time) xué Zhongwén?
Xianzai ji dian le?

'9:30' Zhongwén zénme shud?

Ni juéde Zhongwén nan bu nan?

to discuss business

to go to work

one hour, two hours...

to take a rest

(Do you) need ...?

to begin (to start)

to start again (to resume)

to continue

how to say... in Chinese

to finish class

should, should go to eat lunch, should go
to work, should go home (please always
use 'le' at the end)

Tell me something about your daily activities. Please describe what time you do what.

You can write it first and then say it.
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