Unit 8: I Understand Chinese

Part I: Listen and Learn
1.

W0 shi Zhongguo rén,
I am a Chinese.

HELFEA

hui shud Zhonggudé hua,
(I) can speak Chinese.
2L EE

y¢€ hui shud Yingyt.
(I) also can speak English.
A o

W0 ting de dong Yingyl.
I can understand English.
I IE R o

W6 hai hui shud yididr Riyu,
I also can speak a little Japanese.
KL R —EILEIE o

Késhi wo Riyt shuo de butai hao.
but I don't speak it very well.
TR BBV T REF o

Yaoshi shud de tai kuai, wo jiu ting bu dong.

If (someone) speaks too fast, then I don't understand.
BRARVAFRBE » RRTTNE ©

2.

John shi M¢éiguo rén.

John is an American.
John S E£E A ©
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Ta hui shud Zhongwén.
He can speak Chinese.
g X o

Ta Zhongwén shud de bu tai kuai,
He doesn't speak Chinese very fast.
o XHAF AR KB

késhi shuo de bt cud, hén liuli.
But he speaks very well, very fluently.
TAGAF T RIAA o

Fayin hén biaozhtn.
(His) pronunciation is very good (standard).

R FRATAE ©

Xianzai ta hai zai xué Zhongwén, yinwei ta xiang dao Zhonggud qu.
Now he is still learning Chinese, because he wants to go to China.

AT AEF P » BARBEFEE o

Ta xiang dao Zhdongguod qu zuo shéngyi.
He wants to go to China and do business (there).

AL B b A o

3.

A: Ni hui shud shénme waiyti?
A: What foreign languages can you speak?
A Rttt 2 4hE 7

B: W0 hui shué yidiar Fayii, k&shi shuo de bu' hio.
B: I can speak a little French, but I can't speak it well.
B: &R ABL— B ILEKE » TRBAF ST o

A: Fagu6 rén shud hua, ni ting de dong ma?
A: (When) French people speak, do you understand?
AR B ABLIE  ARTRRED 7

B: Yaoshi shud de man, wo ting de dong,
B: If (they) speak slowly, I understand.
B: 2R VLIFE » RITIFHE

" bl (not) is the original form. It becomes bu before a four tone as in bthui .
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: shud de kuai, jiu ting bu dong.
: (if they) speak fast, then (I) don't understand.
LA SR T o

Wwww

: Fayui, 'How do you do?' zénme shud?
: (In) French, how do you say 'How do you do?'
: 1% 'How do you do?' & 4 3L ?

> > P

: 'How do you do?' Fayu shi 'Bonjour.'
: 'How do you do?' (in) French is 'Bonjour.'
: 'How do you do? 'z 7% £ "Bonjour.'

www

: Ni de fayin hén biaozhtn.
: Your pronunciation is very good (standard).

AREY R FARATAE ©

> > P

: Nali, shud de hai bu hao.
: No, I don't speak it well yet.
CRE o BPAFLEAATF o

Wwww

b

: Ni hui shud Zhongwén ma?
: Do you speak Chinese?
ARSI E X ?

> > P

: Hui shud yidiar, bu tai hdo.
: (I) can speak a little, but not very well.
CATBL— 8L 0 AKRAF o

Wwww

A: Nali, ni shuo de hén hdo, hén biaozhtin.
A: You speak it very well, (the pronunciation is) very good.
A:TRR o ARBUAFARST » ARATAE ©

B: Buxing buxing. Hén dud hua hai ting bu dong.
B: Not really. (I) still can't understand many words.
B: AT AT o R S TN ©

A: W0 shud hua ni ting de dong ma?

A: Do you understand what I am saying?
AR BERTAFED ?
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: Ni shud de man, wo dong, yaoshi shud de kuai, jiu bu tai dong.
: You speak slowly, I understand. If (you) speak fast, then (I) don't understand.
CARVLAFIR - &IE  RAVUFH  RTKE o

Wwww

: Ni juéde Zhongwén nan bu nan?
: Do you feel that Chinese is difficult or not?
CARTAT P SR ?

> > P

B: Duibugqi, wo méi ting dong, qing ni zai shud yibian, hdo bu hio?

B: I am sorry, I didn't understand. Please say it once more, OK?

B: 2 FAe » KA IR IRAL— & 0 SF AT

A: W0 shud Zhongwén nan bu nan?

A: I said: 'Is Chinese difficult?’

A L P X ?

B: Kouyt bu tai nan. Xi¢ zi hén nan.

B: Spoken Chinese is not too difficult, writing characters is very difficult.
B: 0 KM o 5 FARME o

b

A: Nirenshi bu rénshi Zhongguo zi?
A: Do you read (recognize) Chinese characters?
A ARINVIRTRIRIR T B F 2

B: W0 zhi rénshi ji ge Zhonggud zi, Zhongguo zi tai nan xic.
B: I only recognize some Chinese characters. Chinese characters are too hard to write.
B: & SUARIATEF - PEFREE o

A: Shide, hén nén, hén dud. Zhe ge zi ni rénshi ma?
A: Yes, very hard. (there are) many (characters). (Do you) recognize this character?
A0y MR RS o XAFARINIRD 7

B: Zhe¢ ge shi 'hdo'.
B: This one is 'good'".
B: ZANE 4F o

A: Na ge ne?

A: How about that one?
Az R4S, 2
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: Bu rénshi. Shi shénme zi?
: No, (I) don't understand. What character is it?
P RRIR e RFFAF Y

Wwww

: Zhe ge zi shi 'gud’, 'guojia’ de 'gud’.
: This character is 'gud’, ' gud ' as in 'gudjia’.
] —?ia(”.” H.I“‘Héﬁ"" o

;,>>>

: Duibugqi, 'gudjia’ shi shénme yisi?
: Excuse me, what does 'guéjiﬁ' mean?

DATA AR ARE?

Wwww

: 'gugjia’ jiu shi 'country' de yisi.
: 'gudjia" means 'country'
J"E K" A2 country'ty F B

> > P

: Duibugqj, ni shud de tai kuai, wé méi ting dong, qing ni zai shud yibian.
: Sorry, you speak too fast. I didn't understand. Please say it one more time.

AL AR R R - AR AL —

Wwww

: W0 shud zhe ge zi shi 'gud’, 'gudjia’ de 'gud’. Yingwén shi 'country' de yisi.
: I said: " this character is 'gud’, 'gud' as in 'guojia. (In) English it means 'country'.
CRLZIANAFAE", "BR"G"E" o A country'd) T &

> > P

B: Xiéxie.
B: Thank you.
B: it ©

A: Bu keqi.
A: Not at all.
A FER o
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Part II: Utterances and Notes

e Hanyl, Zhongwén are synonyms.

e 'ting de dong' is a 'V (de) resultative' pattern which can be used to express the ability.
There is no counterpart in English. It means: listen and understand. So 'ting bu dong'
means that although someone listened, he can't understand.

e 'késhi' means 'but'

e 'yaoshi...jiu..."is a pair of conjuction words which indicates the condition: If... then...

Examples:
Yaoshi ta shud de kuai, wo jiu ting bu dong.
If he speaks fast, then I can't understand.

Yaoshi ta shud de man, wo jiu ting de dong.
If he speaks slowly, then I can understand.
o 'hai' in 'Ta hai zai xué Zhongwén.' means an event is still going on: He is still learning
Chinese. Note that 'hai' may mean different things in different contexts. In Nali, shud

de hai bu hao', 'hai' means 'not yet'.

o 'j'in 'WO zhi rénshi ji ge zi.' means several, some, e.g. ji ge rén (several people), ji ge
zi (several characters).

o Taxidng dao Zhonggud qu zuod shéngyi. Pay attention to this construction: dao ... qu
Examples:

dao New York qu  go to New York
dao Faguo qu go to France

o Pay attention to the difference among the following phrases:

ting bu dong can't understand
ting de dong can understand
méi ting dong didn't understand

e '..shi... de yisi' means: ... is the meaning of ...
Examples:

hédo shi good de yisi ('hdo' means good)
bu hdo shi bad de yisi ('bu hdo' means bad)
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Part III: New Sentence Modules

1. I (don't) speak X language very well, fast...

man

bu tai kuai
Zhdongwén hén kuai
Yingyl _ tai kuai

Fayi shud de ba tai hio
Riyt bu hio

bu cuo

hén bidozhiin®
hén liali

2. My pronunciation in X language is ...

SZ{l_lc')ng}V o _ faym hén biaozhiin
W6 de - meyu fayin | fayin bu tai hio
ayu bu tai bidozhiin
Riyu
3. If... then...
— - ting de dong
Yaoshi o s_huo d,e man .. wo jitl ting bu dong
Zhongguo rén shud de kuai b dong
bu tai dong
4. Because he plans to ...
ey X Zl\l(‘)}lggué zuo shéngyi
yinwéi ta xiang dao Ribén qu xué Zhongwén
Fa{v’“ 0 .. gongzuod
Shanghai

? *shud de hén bidozhli n’ means that one speaks with a good pronunciation, without any accents.
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5.1 am sorry, I didn't... Could you please say it again?

wo méi you ting dong
Dui bu qi wo bu dong
wo bu tai hui shud Zhongwén

ging ni zai shud yibian, hao bu hao?

6. How to say in...? What does ...mean?

Zhodngwén zénme shud?
XXX Yingwén shi shénme yisi?
Fayu shi ...... de yisi
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Part I'V: Practice Makes Perfect
How to say the following phrases? Please speak out!

can listen and understand, listen and cannot understand

speak very well, do not speak very well

speak very fluently, do not speak very fluently

speak very fast, do not speak very fast

speak very slowly, do not speak very slowly

speak too fast, speak too slowly

pronunciation is very good, pronunciation is not very good

want to go to China, want to go to Japan, want to go to California, want to go to
Shanghai

want to go to China to study Chinese, want to go to Beijing to do business
if... then..., if speak slowly, then understand, if speak too fast, then don't understand
how to say ...

how to say ... in English, how to say ... in Chinese

to feel, difficult or not,

do you feel that Chinese is difficult or not

do you feel that Japanese is difficult or not

do you feel that Russian is difficult or not

please say it again

to recognize, do not recognize, do not recognize Chinese characters
difficult to write, difficult to speak, difficult to learn

what's the meaning?

it is the meaning of ...

Answer the following questions based on your own situation. Please be sure to give
real answers.

Ni hui shud Zhongwén ma?

W0 shud Zhongwén, ni ting de dong ma?
Yao shi wo shud de hén kuai, ni ting de dong ting bu dong?
Ni Zhongwén shud de hén biaozhtin.

Ni rénshi bu rénshi Zhongguo zi?

Ni hui bu hui xi¢ Zhongguo zi?

Zh¢i ge zi ni rénshi bu rénshi?

Zhdngguo zi nan bu nan xic?

Zhdngguo zi hén dud ma?

Ni juéde Zhongwén nan bu nan?

Ni xiang dao Zhdongguoé qu ma?

Ni xiang dao Zhdongguo qu zuod shénme?
Ni hai hui shud shénme waiy?

Zaijian, ... yu zénme shud?

Duibugqi, qing ni zai shud yibian.
'Gugjia’, Ymgwén shi shénme yisi?
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'Good bye' Zhongwén zénme shud?
Now try to say something more about your study of Chinese.

Please tell a Chinese friend what your name is, where you work. Tell him that you are
learning Chinese now. You want to go to China to do business. Now you can speak a little
Chinese. Some words you don’t understand yet. If Chinese people speak too fast, you
don't understand. You only know (recognize) some characters, but you don't write (use
'zhi rénshi ji ge zi, késhi bu hui xi€...). You feel that spoken Chinese is not that difficult.
Characters are too difficult. There are too many characters. You also feel (y€ juéde) that
spoken Chinese is not as difficult as Russian. Tell your friend what foreign languages you
can speak. Also tell him that your Chinese instructor is a Chinese and he is from Shanghai.
He lives in Davis now. His wife also works in Davis. She is also a teacher. He has a son
and he works in Ohio. He teaches very well.
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