Unit 5: Where are you from?

Part I: Listen and Learn
1.

W0 shi Zhongguo rén.
I am a Chinese.

KAFEA ©

W6 shi Béijing rén.
I am a Beijinger.
FALTA o

W0 shi cong Shanghdi 14i de.
I came from Shanghai.
KA LR o

Ta shi M¢é&iguo rén.
(S)He is an American.
H(db) R X EIA ©

Ta shi Georgia rén.
(S)He is a Georgian.
(k) & Georgia A ©

Ta shi cong New York lai de.
(S)He came from New York.
1, (4) Z A New York R 8% o

2.

A: Qingwen, ni shi bu shi Mé&igu6 rén?

A: May I ask if you are an American?

ATER  RRTREFEAY

B: Shide. W0 shi M¢iguo rén. W6 shi cong San Francisco lai de.
B: Yes, I am an American. I came from San Francisco.

B: &8y o &2 2EEH A o KA San Francisco kK 8y o

A: Ni shi Jia Zhou rén ma?
A: Are you Californian ?
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Xie

AR 2 e I AT 2

B: Bushi, wo shi Bin Zhou rén.
B: No, I am a Pennsylvanian.
B: A& » RRARKMA ©

A: Ni taitai y& shi Mé&igud rén ba?
A: Your wife is also an American, (I guess)?

AARRREAZE AL ?

B: Bushi, ta shi Fagu6 rén. Ta shi Bali rén.
B: No, she is French. She is Parisian.
B: AR s B FHEA - REHA o

3.

A: Xi¢ laoshi, nihdo.
A: Hello, Prof. Xie.
AT o AREF o

B: John, nihdo.
B: Hello, John.
B: John, 2 %F o

A: Xi¢ laoshi, ni shi nali rén?
A: Prof. Xie, where are you from?
A )R - ARATMEA Y

B: W0 shi Shanghai rén. W6 shi cong Shanghai lai de.
B: I am from Shanghainese. I came from Shanghai.
B: K2 LA o AR LK o

A: Ni taitai y€ shi Shanghai rén ba?
A: Is your wife also Shanghainese (I guess)?
AR R RABLZE LA ?

B: Shide. Ta y¢ shi Shanghai rén. John, ni shi ndli rén?
B: Yes, she is also Shanghainese. John, where are you from?
B: 2849 o bR Lig A o John ARZMEA ?

Conversational Mandarin Chinese

A: W0 shi Jia Zhou rén. W0 shi zai Los Angeles chiishéng de.

A: I am Californian. I was born in Los Angeles.
A: KA MmMA o &AM Los Angeles & 4 84 o
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Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

A: Xi¢ laoshi, xiéxie ni.
A: Prof. Xie, thank you.
AR T HHHR -

B: Bt keqi.
B: You're welcome.
B: A&, o

b

: Wang xiansheng shi nali rén?
: Where is Mr. Wang from?
P ERARTMEANY

> > P

: Ta shi Nanjing rén.
: He is a Nanjingese.
AR T o

Wwww

: Ta baba mama, xiong di ji€¢ mei dou zai Zhonggud ma?
: Are his parents and siblings all in China?

DA E DI S IR AR A B D 7

> > P

you yige didi. Ta didi shi gongchéngshi, zai Guangzhou gongzuo.

B: His parents are both in China. He does not have sisters, and he doesn’t have elder
brothers either. He has only one younger brother. His brother is an engineer, working
in Guangzhou.

B: th & BALIDAA T ) o thI% A JI SRR R AT o R
Ak o o P RIALT, T M IAF o

: Ta baba zuo shénme gongzuo?
: What does his father do?
U o A i

> > P

B: Ta tuixitl le, zhu zai Nanjing, ta mama shi laoshi.
B: He retired and lives in Nanjing. His mother is a teacher.
B

TABBART c EART MG L) o
A: Wang xiansheng ji¢htin le méiyou?

A: Is Mr. Wang married?
AERAEIBTRA Y
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Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

B: Jiéhiin le, ySu yige érzi, yige niiér.
B: Yes, he is married. He has a son and a daughter.
B:254ET » A—AILF 0 =&kl o
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Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

Part II: Utterances and Notes

e 'Zhdongguo rén' means that a person's nationality is Chinese. 'Shanghai rén' indicates
where a person was born. 'Cong Shanghai lai de' tells us that the person came to this
place from Shanghai.

o 'shi bu shi' is another question form. This pattern is same as 'shi ...ma?" In general, we
call this pattern 'V bu V' pattern. However, the verb 'you' (to have) has a different
form: 'you méiyou', not 'you bu you'.

o 'Jia Zhou' is a short form for 'Jialifiniya Zhou' - California State.

e 'Bin Zhou' is a short form for 'Pennsylvania’

o 'ba'is a question marker too, but ithas a different meaning from ‘ma’. ‘ma’ indicates a
neutral question, whereas 'ba' denotes a suggestion, ‘ba’ implies that the speaker

gUEeSSCS Or assumes.

e When 'ndli rén' is asked, it usually refers to which part of a country a person is from.
This is similar to: 'zai ... chiishéng de (to be born in...)".

o 'xiong di ji€ mei' refers to all siblings one has. Note that 'xiong' is used instead of 'ge'.
"Xiong' also means elder brother, but it is never used independently.
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Part III: New Sentence Modules

1. Where are you from? I am from

. I came from...

Nz o shi nali rén?
Ni taitai
Ta
Wo <hi Shanghii
W0 taitai Béijing rén
Ta Jia Zhdu
Ni shi cong nali 14i de?
Zhdnggud
W6 shi cong Meéiguo 14i de.
Fagud
Yingguo

2. Where were you born? I was born in...

Ni shi zai néli chiishéng de?

Shanghai
Béijing

Los Angeles
San Francisco
Bin Zhou

Jia Zhou

WO shi zai

3. What job do you do? I am...

Ni

Ni baba 1 _ \

Ni mama zuo shénme gongzuo?
Ni taitai

Ta

Wo shi laoshi

Wo baba gongchéngsht
W06 mama

Wo taitai bu gdngzuo

Ta tuixid le
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Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

Part I'V: Practice makes perfect

Answer the following questions based on your own situation. Please be sure to give
real answers.

Ni shi bu shi Zhongguo rén?

Ni shi nali rén?

Ni shi zai néli chiishéng de?

Ni gege shi zai nali chiisheéng de?

Ni zhu zai nali?

Ni jiehtin le méiyou?

Ni you méiyou xiong di ji€¢ mei?

Ta(men) zai nali?

Ta(men) zai nali gongzuo?

Ta(men) zuo shénme gongzuo?

Ni you méiyou péngyou?

Ta xing shénme? Jido shénme?

Ta shi nali rén? Shi zai nali chiishéng de?

Ta zuo shénme gongzuo?

Ta you méiyou xiong di ji¢ mei?

¢ Ifyou need a word which you don't know how to say, please ask by saying: ...
Zhongwén zénme shudo?' For example: nurse' Zhongwén zénme shud?' The answer
would be:'nurse' Zhongwén shi 'hushi'.

Now try to say something about yourself.

Please tell what your name is. What is your nationality? Do you have siblings? Where

were you born? Where were your siblings born? Do they work? Where? Are you married?

If yes, do you have children? How many? etc.

Can you ask me some questions regarding my family?
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