Unit 12: What's the Weather Like Here?

Part I: Listen and Learn
1.

W0 zhu zai Bin Zhou Pittsburgh.
I live in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
X AE 12 F M Pittsburgh.

Zheli tianqi hén hao.
The weather is very nice here.
B2 R AARAT ©

Yi nidn yOu si ge jijié: chiintian, xiatian, qititian hé dongtian.
There are four seasons in a year: Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter.

—FAWEEH AR EKRK S KRAK o

Chiintian tiangt hén shifu, bu léng yé bu re.
The weather in spring is very comfortable. It is neither cold nor hot.

ARRAARAFIR » TALTH o

Xiatian bijiao re, yiban shi bashi du dao jitishi du.
It is fairly hot in Summer. It is usually 80 to 90 degrees.
BRI —BARANTERIATE -

Y dude shihou jitishi dud du.
Sometimes, it is more than 90 degrees.

HOEN+ S o

Qittian shi zui hao de jijié.
Fall is the best season.
R RBIFHER o

Bu chang xia yu.
It does not rain very often.

TETF® o
Dongtian bijiao Iéng, you shihou xia xué.

It is fairly cold in winter. It snows sometimes.

ARILEA » AERTE o
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Keéshi xu¢ bu tai da.
But snow is not too heavy.

TAETAK ¢

Zhu zai Pittsburgh bucuo.
It is not bad to live in Pittsburgh.
1 f& Pittsburgh 4% o

2.

Xi¢ laosht shi Shanghai rén.
Prof. Xie is from Shanghai.
AR LA o

Ta yigian zhu zai Shanghai.
He used to live in Shanghai.
MR Lif o

Chiintian de tiangi bijiao hdo, késhi dao le si wi yu¢ jit changchang xia yui.
The weather in Spring is fairly good. But when April and May come, it rains often.
ARGRFAILEST TRITWAEARTHE Td o

Y oude shihou hén mén.
Sometimes it is very stuffy.

A AR o

Xiatian hén reé. Yiban shi sanshi du zuoyou.
It is very hot in Summer. It is generally around 30 degrees.

BRBH o —RR=TE LA

Xiawt changchéang xia 1éizhényt. Youde shihou yu hén da.
There are often thunderstorms in the afternoon. Sometimes the rain is very heavy.

THREFTHEERR o AAFERRK o

Qittian hén shifu, bu léng y¢ bu re.
It is very comfortable in Fall. It is neither cold nor hot.
ARRAZATFIR » TARELT 2 ©

Dongtian suiran bu chang xia xu¢, késhi hén léng.

Although it does not snow often, it is very cold.
ARMETTE » TERRS o
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Yiban rén jiali dou méiydu nuangi.
Ordinary people do not have heating at home.
—RAFRARHEAER

w

: John, nimen nar tianqi zénmeyang?
: What's the weather like in your area, John?
: John AR APIAR L R .6 R Ak 7

> > P

: Hai bacuo.
: Not bad.
DR o

Wwww

: Xiatian ré bu re?
: Is it very hot in summer?
A RBAAR?

> > P

: Haihdo, bu tai ré. Yiban bashi du zudyou.
: It's OK, not too hot. It is generally around 80 degrees.
DRAF o AR —ENTE LA

Wwww

: Dongtian Iéng bu 1éng ne?
: Is it cold in winter?
CARBTER

> > P

: Dongtian bijido 1éng, chang xia xu¢, késhi bu tai da.
: It is fairly cold in Winter. It snows often, but snow is not heavy.
CARIEA T TEARKRK o

Wwww

: Nimen nar shénme shihou zui shiifu?
: What is the most comfortable time in your area?

D ARAPVAIR S AT R B AR R ATAR 7

> > P

: Qittian zui hdo, bu léng y¢ bu ré. Késhi youde shihou xia yti.
: Fall is the best. It is neither cold nor hot. However, it rains sometimes.

PARRIRAF AL o TRAMFHETH o

Wwww

: Changchéang xia yii ma?
: Does it often rain?
CEE TR

> > P
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B: Bu chang xia yu.

B: Not very often.

B: 7% T/ o

A: Na nimen nar tianqi hai bucuo.
A: Well, your weather is not bad.
A AR ARPIAR L R AE T4 ©

b

: Ni zhidao bu zhidao Bé&ijing xiatian re bu re?
: Do you know if Summer in Beijing hot?
ARG P hoE LA R 7

> > P

: WO bu tai gingchti. WO méiyou zai Béijing zhu guo.
: I am not very clear. I did not live in Beijing.

CERTKRER o KRB AT o

Wwww

: WO tingshud xiatian bu tai re.
: [ heard that Summer is not too hot.

P RIBHER TR o

> > P

: Yiban shi dudshdo du?
: What's the general temperature?
T RRASVEY

Wwww

: Yiban shi sanshi du zudyou.
: It is generally around 30 degrees.

Rt E AL

> > P

: Shi shéshi sanshi du, dui bu dui?
: It is by Centigrade, is it correct?

CRBREZFE S HRHE?

Wwww

: Dui. Hudshi jiti shi du zudyou.
: Correct. It is around 90 degrees by Fahrenheit.
¥ ERATE LA o

> > P

: Dongtian yiding hén 1éng ba?
: I suppose it must be very cold in winter, right?
AR = RARAE 2

Wwww
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: Shide, dongtian jingchang xia xue. You de shihou xué hén da.
: Yes, it often snows in winter. Sometimes snow is very heavy.

DN AREET o AMFZEERK o

> > P

: Béijing rén jiali you méiyou nudnqi?
: Do people in Beijing have heating at home?
CATRAREARABER Y

Wwww

s You.
: Yes, they have.
C A o

> > P

b

: Ni yiqidn zhu zai nali
: Where did you live before?
CARVARTAE AT 7

> > P

: WO yiqian zhu zai Téibéi.
: I used to live in Taibei.
CRAATEASEG L

Wwww

: WO tingshud nali xiatian hén re, shi bu shi?
: I heard that it is very hot over there in summer, is it so?
P RIEAAAZERARA  ATE?

> > P

: Shi, bu dan hén re, érqi¢ hén mén. Changchang xia yu.
: Yes, not only very hot, but also very stuffy. It rains often.
PR ek A AR o HE @ o

Wwww

: Xiatian shi bu shi hai you taiféeng?
: Do you often have typhoons in summer?

P ERRTREABERA? ?

> > P

: Duile, xiatian jingchang gua taifeng.
: Right, we often have typhoons in summer.

HT  ERETREREE, o

Wwww

: Taiwan yiban rén jiali dou you léngqi ba?
: Do ordinary people in Taiwan have air-conditioning?
LG —BRARARAH AR ?

> > P
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B: Shide, da dudshii rén jiali dou you 1éngqi. Y¢ you de rén zhi you dianféngshan.

B: Yes, majority of people have air-conditioning at home. But there are also some people
who have only electric fans.

B: 289 » KERAREAALR - CHHOARHETHAR o

A: Na xiatian bushi hén nanshou ma?
A: Then, isn't it very unbearable in summer?

A RER T RARIEZ 2

Hai hao. Women dou xiguan le.
It's OK. We all were used to it.

B:
B:
B: 324 o RMPIFEFET o
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Part II. Utterances and Notes

e 'bu léng y¢€ bu r¢' means meither cold nor hot'. The construction of 'bu...y€ bu..." is a
commonly used one. More examples are: 'bu kuai y¢ bi man' (neither fast nor slow),
'bu nén y€ bu rongyi' (neither difficult nor easy).

e 'dao'in 'bashi du dao jiushi du' indicates a range '¢i degrees to 1 degrees'. More
examples: 'y tian dao lidng tian' (one to two days), 'yi nian dao liang nian' (one year to
two years).

e 'zui hdo de jiji¢' means ‘the best season’. ‘zui’ is used before an adjective to denote a
superlative, e.g. zui hao (best), zui 1éng (coldest).

e 'yigian'is an adverb of time. It means 'before', 'in the past'. No particular time is
mentioned here.

e 'sutran...késhi..." is parallel to the English 'Although..., ..." or ..., but..." In Chinese both
'sutran' and 'késhi' should be included.

e 'nimen nar' (you there) sounds awkward in English, while it is a frequently used
expression in Chinese. It refers to the place where your are. 'women zhér' means 'the
place where we are'.

e 'hai in 'hai bucuo', 'hai hao' carries the meaning of 'possibly' or 'fairly'.

e 'méiydu ...gud' in 'méiydu zai Béijing zhu guod' is an important construction in Chinese.
It means somebody does not have the experience of doing something. This
construction will be explained in detail later.

e 'gua taifeng' literally means 'to blow typhoon'. There are a category of sentences in
Chinese called subjectless sentences. They are usually used to describe natural
phenomena. For example, 'xia yu' (t rains), 'xia xu¢' y(t snows), 'gua feng' (wind blows)
and etc.

o ‘jingchang’ and ‘changchang’ can be used alternatively.

e 'xiguan le' means 'got used to it'.
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Part II1. New Sentence Modules

1. How's the weather today? How's the weather in Spring? How's the weather in your
area in Spring? It is ...

Jintian zénmeyang?
Nimen nar Chingtian o
Béijing Xiatian tianqgi hén léng
Women zher Qidtian htvan sh_ufu
Dongtian hén mén
hén nanshou
bijiao léng
bu léng yé bu re
hai bucuo

2. Is it hot in summer in...?

ré bu ré?
Nimen nar l&éng bu l1éng?
Women zhér )él;\rt]lggan h(tan rvé
Béijing hén léng
Shanghai bu ré
Pittsburgh bu léng

bu tai ré

bu tai léng

3. It is raining (snowing...) often in ...?

NTn‘u?n nar chantian changchang xiayu
Efv\tﬂl xiatian b chang xia dayu

éijfing qidtign b xiaxué (ma?)
Shanghai dongtian guaféng
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4. What's the temperature in Summer?

Dongtian

Conversational Mandarin Chinese

dudshao du?

34 du
huashi 90 du

shéshi 30 du zudyou

5. Do you have air conditioning at home?

Nimen jiali
Yiban rén jiali
Women jiali
Béijing rén jiali
Taiwan rén jiali

Daduodshu rén jiali
Shanghai dadudshu rén jiali

dou you
méiyou

Iéngqi

nuangqi

I&ngqi hé nuanqgi (ma?)
dianféngshan

6. Isn't it very unbearable in summer?

Xiatian
dongtian

bu shi

hén nanshou
hén léng
hén léng

ma?

Shide, hén re
Shide, hén léng

Shide, hén nanshou

Haihao, women xiguan le.
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Part IV. Practice Makes Perfect
Tell the following expressions in Chinese:

spring, summer, fall, winter, four seasons

fairly hot, very cold, comfortable, stuffy, neither hot nor cold, most comfortable,
unbearable

to rain, to snow, to have strong wind, to have typhoon (note: the verb is ‘gua’)

80 degrees, more than 90 degrees, around 30 degrees, 30 degree by Centigrade, 90
degrees by Fahrenheit

heating, air conditioning,

How do you say the following sentences in Chinese?

How's the weather in summer in your area?

The weather is not bad in our area.

Is winter in Shanghai very cold?

It is very cold, but it does not snow often.

What is the temperature in May there?

It is neither hot nor cold in fall in Shanghai.

It often rains in summer in.

The rain is very heavy sometimes.

It is usually very stuffy in the summer in Shanghai.

It is generally around 30 degrees by Centigrade in the summer here.
We are used to it.

The people of Shanghai do not have heating and air conditioning at home.

Answer the following questions in Chinese:

Ni zhu zai nali?

Nimen nali tianqi zénme yang?

Xiatian ré bu ré?

Dongtian léng bu 1€ng?

Chantian changchang xia yi ma?
Xiatian jingchang gua féng ma?
Dongtian changchang xia xué ma?
Xiatian yiban dudéshao du?

Shéshi hai shi huashi?

Dongtian yiban ji du?

Nimen jiall dou you Iéngqi hé nuanqgi ma?
Ni xihuan bu xihuan nimen nar de tianqi?
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Tell the following in Chinese:

Please describe the typical weather in your area around the year. Is it hot or cold? How
many degrees? Does it often rain or snow? Is the rain or snow heavy or not? Which season
is the best, the most comfortable? Do you like the weather? Are you used to it if you don't
like it?
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