Unit 11: What Day and What Date Is It Today?

Part I: Listen and Learn
1.

Jmntian shi y1 jit jitl lit nidn q1 yue ershi san hao, xingqt er.
It is July 23, 1996, Tuesday.
SRA—HNAFFLA=T =9 E=-

Mingtian shi xingqt san, €rshi si hao.
Tomorrow will be Wednesday, 24th.
ARZE= » —F+wWif o

Zuodtian shi ershi ér hao, xingqt yi.
Yesterday was 22nd, Monday.
ERR=FT=R > ZH— -

Zhe¢ ge yue shi q1 yue.
This month is July.
EEALELA

Xiage yu¢ shi ba yue.
Next month will be August.
TARNA o

Shang ge yu¢ shi liu yue.
Last month was June.

LEARNA

Jinnidn shi y1 jitt jit liv nian.
This year is 1996.
S BRI -

Mingnian jiu shi y1 jiti jitl q1 nidn.
Next year will be 1997.
HFR—IESF o

Qunidn shi y1 jitl jitl wl nidn.

Last year was 1995.
FFR—HAESF o
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Xie

2.

Yi nidn you san bai liu shi wu tian.
There are 365 days in a year.
—FHZBSTER o

Yi ge yu¢ you sanshi tian huozhé sanshi yi tian.
There are thirty or thirty one days in a month.

—BAR=ZtREE=ZF+—R o

Keéshi er yue zhi you ershi ba tian huozhé ershi jiti tian.
But there are only 28 or 29 days in February.
TR-ARAZHTAREIF =T AR ©

Yi ge yue you si ge xingqi huozhé wii ge xingqi.
There are four or five weeks in a month.

—EAAAEEEARE ZEEY o

Yi ge xingqt you (i tian.
There are seven days in a week.

—EEMA LR o

Xingqt y1 dao xingqi wu shi gdongzuo ri.
Monday through Friday are work days.
EM—3EZMARATAER o

Xingqt lit shi zhoumo.
Saturday is the weekend.
EHARBK o

Conversational Mandarin Chinese

Xingqt tian y¢€ jiao libai tian, yinwei hén dud rén dao jiaotang qu zuo libai.
Sunday is also called worship day, because many people go to church to worship.

EHMRAEMEFR - BERZARBT XERHF
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Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

3.

A: Ni shi nd yi nidn chtishéng de?
A: In which year were you born?

A ARRIP—SF o A0y 7

: WO shi y1jit si liu nian chiishéng de, ni ne?
: I was born in 1949, and you?

PR AW A AR ?

Wwww

: WO shi si jitl nidn chiishéng de.
: I was born in 1949.
P RAWHF R Ao

> > P

: Na, ni jinnian yinggai wushi sui le.
: Then, you should be 50 years old this year.
R REFREZRETRT o

Wwww

: K& bushi ma? Ni shi shi ni?de ba?
: Isn't it so? Is your astrological sign an ox?
DR AR B ?

> > P

B: Dui, wo y1jitl si jill nidn shéng, shii ni? Ni shti gou, dui bu dui?
B: Correct, I was born in 1949, so my astrological sign is the ox. Is your sign a dog,
correct?

B:# » K—whFAd B o RBR HTH 2

: Dui. W0 de shéngri shi jiti yue y1 hao.
: Yes, my birthday is September the first.
H o RWAEBRIA—R o

> > P

: WO de shéngri shi si yue shi jiti hao. Ni de shéngri kuai dao le. Zhu ni shéngri kuaile.
: My birthday is April 19. You will have your birthday soon. Happy Birthday !
B: K09 A B AT o RGAEBBERT o ARAE B B4 |

W ™

: Xiexie.
: Thank you.
DA o

> > P
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Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

b

: John, ni m¢itian dou dao xuéxiao qu ma?
: Do you go to school every day, John?
: John 15 X AR 3] 2 4% 05 ¢

> > P

: Bu yiding. W6 xingqi y1 san wi you ke. Xingqt er si méiyou ke

: Not really. I have class on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. I don't have class on
Tuesday and Thursday.

B: F—& o REH—ZAAR ZPM—WEARo

solov)

: Ni xingq1 y1 you shénme ke ne?
: What class do you have on Monday, then?
ARE I — A ERE ?

> > P

: Xingq1 y1 you lishi ke, shehuixué ke.
: I have history and sociology class on Monday.
CEM—ARELR HGgERo

Wwww

: Xingqt san ne?
: What about Wednesday?
CEH=R Y

> > P

: Xingqt san you wénxué ke hé jingji ké. Xingqt wu shi zhéngzhixué ke.
: On Wednesday I have literature and economics class. On Friday (it) is political science.
CEMMEAXERWEHRR TMAERBUEER o

Wwww

: Ni yiban ji dién dao xuéxiao qu?
: What time do you usually go to school?
AR B B2 7

> > P

: Yiban jiti didn ban qu, xiawt san si didnzhong hui jia.
: (I) go to school at 9:30 usually, (and) come back home at three or four in the afternoon.

—EAEBE L THFZwWEERR o

Wwww

: Xingqt er hé xingqt si zuo shénme ne?
: What do you do on Tuesday and Thursday?
D 2= Ao Z AR TR 7

> > P

: Zai jia xuéxi, huozhé dao tushiiguan qu kan shi.
: I study at home, or go to the library to read books.
CAREE  AFEFEETHELIAEL o

Wwww

Unit 11 Page 4



Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

S.

A: Ni xingqt liu xingqt tian zuod shénme?
A: What do you do on Saturday and Sunday?
AARE IS E MRARH R ?

B: W0 yiban zai jia xitixi xitxi. Jiali de shi hén dud, zuo bu wan.
B: I usually stay at home and take a rest. There are so many household chores, (you)
never finish them.

Bk —RARMKEARE c REHERS - X7 o

A: Bu chiiqu kan dianying ma?
A: Don't you go out and see movies?

ATEEEAEDHR?

B: Youde shihou qu kan dianying.
B: Sometimes I go to see movie.
B

A EEAEER o

: Dui bu qi, xianzai ji dién le?
: Excuse me, what time is it now?

CHTAR  RAKET ?

Wwww

: Xianzai cha liang fén jiu dian, zénme le?
: It is two to nine, what's up?

CBRAEERSNEE EBT ?

> > P

B: W0 gai zou le. WO gén yi ge péngyou jitt dian you yueé.
B: I got to go. I have an appointment at 9 o'clock with a friend.
B: £#%AT c KR —AMAAAIAE o

A: Zaijian.
A: Goodibye.
A /R o
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Part II. Utterances and Notes

Pay attention to the following time expression with "this, last and next":

last this next
day yesterday zuotian today jintian tomorrow mingtian
week shang ge xingqi1 zh¢ ge xingq1 Xid ge Xingqi
month | shang ge yue zhe ge yue Xid ge yue
year qu nian jin nidn ming nian

Also note that there is no measure word 'ge' before 'nidn' and 'tian'.

'huozhe' (or) is used in affirmative sentence only. It is not used in a question. In a
question, 'haishi' should be used.

'shii' means 'to belong to'. 'shi gdu' means 'belong to the astrological category of the
dog'. There are twelve astrological signs. Each Chinese person has his/her astrological
sign based on which year he/she was born. The following is the table.

shi | nid hi tu long | shé | md | yang | hoéu J gou | zhu
mouse 0X tiger rabbit | dragon | snake [ horse | sheep | monkey [ cock dog pig
1936 | 1937 | 1938 | 1939 | 1940 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1946 | 1947
1948 | 1949 | 1940 | 1941 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 1946 1947 | 1948 | 1949
1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 | 1964 | 1968 | 1966 | 1967 | 1968 | 1969 | 1970 | 1971
1972 | 1973 | 1974 | 1975 | 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979 | 1980 | 1981 | 1982 | 1983
1984 | 198 | 1986 | 1987 | 1988 | 1989 | 1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995
1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007

'kuai dao le' in 'Ni de shéngri kuai dao le' means 'it will be soon...". For example: 'shi ér
yue kuai dao le' i It will soon be December. '

'bu yiding' means 'not definitely' serving as an adverb, e.g. 'Ta bu yiding lai.' - He may
or may not come.

'xitixi xitxi' is the reduplicated version of 'xitixi' (to rest). Reduplication of a verb
carries the meaning of 'have a ...", e.g. 'kan kan' i to take a look, '

'zud bu wan' 1 not be able to finish. This pattern 'V+ de (bu) + wan' indicates if an
event can or cannot be completed. More examples: 'zuo de wan' (can finish it), 'kan bu
wan' (cannot finish reading it), 'xué de wan 14 ké' (can finish studying 14 lessons).
'zénme le?' is an expression to ask what is happening after finding that something is
happening. It cannot be used in the same way as English greeting 'what's up?' among

mtimate friends.

'gal' is a short form of 'yinggai'
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Part III: New Sentence Modules

1. What is the date (day) today? Today is ... Please note that shid is optional in this
pattern

jiyué ji hao?
Jintian gt yué liu hao
Zudtian (shi) o
Mingtian Xingqr ji?
Xingqt san
yijit jiugi nian si yué ba hao

2. This month is ... This year is...

Zhé ge yue jT_yué? ‘
Shang ge yué san yué
Xia ge yue . eryue

shi  |siyué
Jinnian yTjill jit g7 nian ma?
Mingnian yTjit jia g1 nian
Qunian yT it ji ba nian

yTjit jia lia nian

3. In which year were you born? I was born in ...

Ni . na yi nian chiashéng de?
W shi yT jill si lit nian chashéng de
Ta si jil nian chishéng de

4. What is your astrological sign? My astrological sign is...

Ni 3 shénme?
Wo shi  |gdu
Ta niu
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Part I'V: Practice Makes Perfect

Tell the following expressions of time in Chinese:

today this month
tomorrow next month
yesterday last month
this week this year
next week next year
last week last year

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
January February March ... December

How do you say the following expressions in Chinese?

March 26, 1948 to go and see a movie

May 1, 1976 should be seventy years old

Sunday afternoon to be born in 1949

Wednesday morning my astrological sign is...

Friday night my birthday is...

next Tuesday Happy Birthday!

last Saturday history

weekend €coNnomics

work days political science

to worship literature

to go to the church excuse me

to go to the library got to go

to go to school to have an appointment

to go to the church to worship to have an appointment with my teacher
to go to the library to read books to have an appointment at 11 with my
to go to school to have class friend

to stay at home
to stay at home to rest

Answer the following questions in Chinese:
Jintian xingqT ji? (XIngqT ji - what day of the week)
Mingtian ji yué ji hao?

Zhé ge yué shi ji yue?

Jinnian shi 1996 nian ma?
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Ni shi na yi nian chidshéng de?

Ni shu shénme?

Ni de shéngri shi ji yué ji hao?

Ni de shéngri kuai dao le ma?

NI xTngqT tian dao jiaotdng qu ma?

Ni zhoumo yiban zud shénme?

Ni méitian dao xuéxiao qu shangké ma?
Ni ji dianzhong qu shangké (shangban)?
NI ji dianzhong hui jT?

Yi nian ydu dudshao’ tian? (duésh&o - how many)
Yi nian ydu ji ge yué?

Yi ge yué you dudshao tian?

Yi ge xingqi ydu ji tian?

Tell the following in Chinese:

My name is ... | was born in ... (year). My astrological sign is ... My birthday is ... Today
is ... (date and day of the week). I go to work (or school) every day. I usually leave home
at ...(o'clock) in the morning and come home at ...(o'clock) in the afternoon. In the
evening, I usually ... At weekend, I .... On Sundays I usually...

It is ... today. It will soon be my daughter's birthday. She was born in ... (year). Her
astrological sign is... This year she is ... (years old). She is working ...(where). She is
doing ...(what job). She lives in ...(where).

(Note: you can replace the word 'daughter' with 'son', 'my friend' or anybody's name.)

What would you say in the following situations?

When you know that somebody's birthday is approaching.

You want to know when a person was born.

Ask somebody what he/she usually does during the weekdays and weekend.
You want to leave. Say something politely (or find an excuse to leave).

! dudshio vs. ji: ‘dudshio’ is used when the number is relatively great while ji implies ‘a few’, e.g.
‘Shanghai you dudshdo rén?’, not ‘Shanghai you ji ge rén?’
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