Unit 9: Where Do You Study (Work)?

Part I: Listen and Learn
1.

W6 xing L1, jiao LT Guohua,
My last name is Li. My full name is Li Guohua.
FakF o MFBE

shi xuésheng, zai Jia Zhou Daxué nian sha.
(I) am a student and study at the Univ. of California.
REE - BN KRELE o

W0 zai Jia Da nian dianndo gongchéng shuoshi.
I study Computer Engineering at UC — I’'m getting a Master’s degree.
KRAMWMKLEHTAZAL o

W0 shi Béijing rén, 1995 nian 141 Mé&iguo de.
I am from Beijing and came to the U.S. in 1995.
FALTA 1995 FREEH o

Xianzai wo de Yingyu hai bu tai hdo.
Now, my English is not very good yet.
ARG AZETRKRIT ©

Kan méi wenti, késhi ting hé shud hai b tai xing.
Reading is not a problem, but my listening and speaking are not good yet.
AIEA A T RIEFTE T KAT o

2.

W jiao John, shi Méigu6 rén.
My name is John. I am an American.
# = John, Z X BIA o

W0 shi Bin Zhou y1 jia dianzi gongsi de zOng jingli.

I am general manager of an electronics company in Pennsylvania.
HRREAM—RET R Y488 o

Women gongsi gén Zhonggud zuo shengyi.

My company is doing business with China.

KR A Rp EAE LR o
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W0 chang dao Zhonggud qu.
I often go to China.
HEHTEE -

Zhongguo ye¢ chang you rén dao women gongst lai.
Often some people from China are coming to our company.

B AL A A RS B A o

W0 xianzai zai xué Zhongwén.
I study Chinese now.

RALAEF X o

Shuo de hai bu liali.
(I) don't speak it fluently yet.
FHAFETRA ©

YoOu de hua hai ting bu dong.
(D) still don't understand some words.

ET S EE

3.

A: Qingwen, ni shi bu shi cong Zhongguo 1ai de?
A: May I ask, are you from China?
AR ARRT R P By ?

: Shide, wo shi cong Béijing lai de.
: Yes, I am from Beijing.
DA BT TR o

Wwww

: Ni zai zheli nian shii ba?
: Do you study here?
AREEAEREE Y

> > P

: Dui, wo zai Jia Zhou Daxué nian sha.
: Right, I study at UC.
CH O RAWMKRERE o

Wwww

A: Ni shi nd yi nidn lai de?
A: In which year did you come?
A ARRTIR—F R0 7
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: WO shi 1995 nian 1ai de.
: I came in 1995.

D AR 1995 F ke o

Wwww

A: Zai zheli nian shénme ne?

A: What do you study here then?

A B ARt R 7

B: W0 xianzai nian shéngwu huaxué boshi.

B: I study bio-chemistry for my Ph.D. now.

B: KA A WALEH L o

A: Hénhdo. Shéngwu huaxué hén youyong.

A: Very good. Bio-chemistry is very useful.

A ARGF o A ALERA R o

4.

A: Ni shi zuo shénme de?

A: What (job) do you do?

A ARRAF Y 2

B: W0 shi zuo shéngyi de, zai yi jia gdongst zuo tuixiao.
B: I am doing business. (I) am a salesperson in a company.
B: KAMFATN  A—RKRFHEH -

A: Shénme gongst?

A: Which company?

A RS Y

B: Qiché lingjian gdongsi. Women mai qiché lingjian.
B: A company for auto parts. We sell auto parts.

B REM 2 A o RMFALEH -

A: Nimen gongsi da bu da? You dudshao rén?

A: Is your company big? How many people are there?
ARPIRARTIR I A SIAY

B: Bu tai da, zhi you shi ji ge rén.

B: Not very big, just more than ten people.

B: XK AATHMBA
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: Késhi women chang gén Zhonggud zuo shéngyi.
: But we often do business with China.

P AKRMEFRFTBEELE o

Wwww

: Na hén bu cuo.
: That's not bad.
AR T Ak o

> > P

b

: Li xiansheng, wo xianzai zai xué¢ Zhongwén.
: Mr. Li, I am studying Chinese.
T EkA  RRALZEF o

> > P

: Ni néng bu néng bang wo xué Zhongweén?
: Can you help me study Chinese?
CARRE T AR R P X7

> > P

: Hao a, méiyou wenti.
: Great | No problem.
B: 45 » % A B o

W ™

: W6 de Yingyt y€ bu hdo. Ni jiao wo Yingyl, zénmeyang?
: My English is not good either. You teach me English, how's that?
D RO RFBL T o RBKRE - BB

Wwww

: Xing! Ni jiao wo Zhongwén. W6 bang ni xu¢ Yingwén.
: OK! You teach me Chinese. I help you learn English.
TATMRECR T X o HEARPE R o

> > >

: Na, ni jiu shi wo de laosh le.

: Then, you are my teacher.

DAR ARSRERAEEF T o

: Bu gandang, bu gandang. Ni y¢ shi wo de laoshi.
: No, don't say that. You are also my teacher.

B:REE » THE o IREAKRNEE o

ww >

A: Nali nali. Women shénme shihou kaishi?
A: Oh, don't say that either. When are we going to start?
A TRAZIARAE o APV R F A% B 46 7
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B: Mingtian xing bu xing?

B: How about tomorrow? OK?

B: Bl RAT AT ?

A: Xing. Zhe shi wo de dianhua: 389-5620. W zhu zai Powell jie 39 hao.
A: Fine. This is my telephone number: 389-5620. I live at 39 Powell Street.
A AT o B R KT E 1 389-5620 o K AE 7 Powell £ 39 3% ©

B: Zh¢ shi wo de dianhua: 674-1193. Women mingtian jian.

B: This is my phone number 674-1193. See you tomorrow.

B:iZ R &KW EH 1 674-1193  KPAXRA o

A: Hdo, mingtian jian.

A: Good, see you tomorrow.

A dF o R A ©
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Part II: Utterances and Notes
e boshi, shuoshi, xuéshi: doctor, master, bachelor

dianndo boshi ~ computer science at the doctoral level
huaxué boshi chemistry at the doctoral level

wuli shuoshi physics at the Master’s level

wénxué shuoshi literature at the Master’s level

zhéxué boshi philosophy at the doctoral level

The phrases above are acceptable. But dianndo xuéshi is not often said.

e 'kan'in 'kan méi weénti' originally means 'reading'. In Chinese 'kan' is often used as 'to
read’, e.g. 'kan shi' (to read books), 'kan bao' (to read newspapers)

e 'nian' originally means 'to read aloud' as in 'nian shii' which means 'to read aloud'. It is
also used to refer to 'study' as in 'wo zai zheli nian shi' (study here).

e 'gén..'means 'with ..."' It is always placed before the verb as a prepositional phrase in
Chinese. Note that the prepositional phrase is usually placed after the verb, e.g. We do
business with China. This is an important feature of the Chinese language.

e 'Zhonggud y¢€ chang you rén dao women gongsi 1ai.' The direct translation would be:
China also often has somebody to come to our company. It actually means: Somebody
from China often comes to our company.

e 'You de hua hai ting bu dong.' There is no subject here in this sentence. The subject is
understood: 'T', I still don't understand some words. This is a typical Chinese sentence
construction. Some people call it 'object fronting construction' and some people
consider that 'you de hua' is a topic. Subject dropping is very common in Chinese,
particularly in a discourse.

e 'ne'in 'Zai zheli nian shénme ne?' is just a particle to soften the mood. More examples
are: Ni shi zuod shénme de ne? Ni shi cong nali 14i de ne? Compared to Ni shi zuo
shénme de? and Ni shi cong nali 14i de?, the questions with 'ne' are softer, not that
direct and categorical.

e 'shiji ge rén' is a vague number or an approximate number. It means more than ten, but
fewer than twenty.

o 'bu gandang' is a routine expression to respond to somebody's compliment. It literally

means: | don't dare to deserve it. Please note that there is a social etiquette in Chinese
which changes in different situations.
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Part III: New Sentence Modules

1. What do you study here...? I study... at...

Ni zai

W6 zai

zheli
Jiazhou Daxué
Jitjinshan Daxué

zheli
Jiazhou Daxué
Jitijinshan Daxué’

nian shénme?

2. When did you come? I came in...

Ni shi

W6 shi

3. What (job) do you do? I do ...

na yi nian
shénme shihou

1995 nian
jinnian
gunian
ba yué

Ni shi zud shénme de?

W6 shi

W6 zai

zuo shéengyi
zuo tuixiao

yi jia gongsi
giché gongsi

diannao
shéngwu
. huaxué
nian gongchén
shuoshi
boshi
lai de?
lai de
de.
zuo tuixiao.

! Jitjinshan Daxué — the University of San Francisco.
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4. What do you sell? We sell...

Nimen mai shénme?

giche

Women mai N
lingjian

5. With whom do you do business? We do business with...

Nimen gén shéi zud shéngyi?

Zhongguo

Women gén Zhdngguodren zud shéngyi.
Ribén

hén dud gugjia

6. Can you ... ? Is it OK to...? Fine...

Ni néng bu néng jiao wod Yingyu ?
bang wo xué Zhongwén

. jiao wo Yingyu xing bu xing
Ni bang wo xué Zhdngweén hao bu héo ?
zénmeyang
Hao
Xing
Kéyi
Méiydu weénti
Bu gandang
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Part I'V: Practice Makes Perfect

How do you say the following phrases? Please speak out! Also study some more words
for subject matters and business. If you need any words to fit your own situation,
please email the instructor.

weénxué literature

lishi history
zhéngzhixué political science
dili geography
Jxie mechanics
fuzhuang clothing

wanju toys

wljin hardware
zhiibdo jewlery

to study at a college, to study in a middle school (zhongxué), to study in China

to study literature, to study chemistry, to study bio-chemistry, to study geography, to
study mechanics, to study history, to study Chinese history, to study political science

to work in a company, to work in an electronics company, to work in a clothing company
to work as a salesperson in a company, to works as a salesperson in a hardware company

to do business with China, to do business with Chinese people, to do business with many
countries (hén dud gudjia)

auto company, clothing company, hardware company, toy company, (at this point you
may need the word 'store': shangdian.) Now replace the word 'company' with 'store' and

say them again.

to help, to help me, to help me study, to help me study Chinese
to help him do business, to help him do business with China

to teach, to learn, to teach in a university, to study in a university, to teach chemistry, to
teach history in a university, to teach American history in a university in China

to start, to start to study, to start to do business, to start to do business with China
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Answer the following questions based on your own situation. Please be sure to give
real answers.

Ni zud shénme gongzuo?

NI zai nali gongzud?

Nimen de gongs1 da bu da?

Y6u dudshdo rén?

Nimen zud shénme shéngyi? Mai shénme?
Nimen gén Zhongguo zud shéngyi ma?
Zhongguo chang ydu rén lai ma?

Ni yigian (in the past) shi xué shénme de?

Ni néng bu néng bang wd xué Yingyu?
Ni jiao wd xué Yingyu, hao bu hao.
Ni shi wo de laoshr.

Ni jiéhdn le ma?

NI ydu méiyou haizi?

NI haizi zai nali nian sha?

Ta nian shénme?

Ta nian shudshi haishi boshi?

Now try to say something more about your business or your study. Start with "My name
is...'

My name is...

[ am ... (from where)
I do ... work.

My company...

We do business...

My name is...

[ am ... (from where)

I study ... (where)... (what) now.

I also learn Chinese now.

My Chinese is ... yet.

... (who) is teaching me Chinese now.
I want to go to China to ...
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