Unit 7: Is Chinese Difficult?

Part I: Listen and Learn
1.

W0 shi Zhongguo rén, shi cong Shanghai lai de.
I am Chinese and I am from Shanghai.
RAPEA  RE LR o

W& hui shud Zhongwén, y& hui shuoé Yingyt hé Eti.
I can speak Chinese. I also can speak English and Russian.
HEHFT X LGHAAFEEKE o

Yingyti bu tai nan, Eii bijido nan.
English is not very difficult. Russian is comparatively difficult.

BT ASE o AL -

2.

Zhe shi Wang xiansheng h¢ Wang Taitai.
This is Mr. and Mrs. Wang.
TREEAEMERK ©

Tamen dou shi cong Béijing lai de.
They both came from Beijing.
HAPVER A IL AR 4G ©

Xianzai zai Méigu6 nian shi.
Now they study in the U.S.
RELELEEGE -

Tamen zhu zai Washington.
They live in Washington.
#8,4P4% /£ Washington.

Tamen bu tai hui shudé Yingyl, xianzai zai xué¢ Ymgwén.

They cannot speak English well. They are learning English now.
AT K GHATE  LAAEHAX o
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Tamen juéde Yingwén hén nan.
They feel that English is very difficult.
AP AT 32 AR ©

w

: John, ni Zhongwén shud de bucuo.
: John, you speak Chinese very well.
: John, 1R ¥ X 3LAF 1~ 44 ©

> > P

B: Nali, bu xing, bu xing. W0 xianzai zai xué¢ Zhongwén.

B: Oh, no, not well yet. I am learning Chinese now.

B: /42 » TAT » TAT c KAAAE T o

A: Ni juéde Zhongwén nan bu nan?

A: Do you think that Chinese is difficult or not?

A ARFEAF P I 7

B: W0 juéde Zhongwén kouyt bu tai nan, xi€ zi bijido nan.

B: I feel that spoken Chinese is not that difficult, writing characters is relatively difficult.
B: EAF P X OB RHE B R o

: N1 héi hui shuo shénme waiyu?
: What other foreign languages can you speak?
AR RIS 2

> > P

: W hai hui shud Fayti',
: I can also speak French.
P REBEEHIEE

Wwww

: Fayt nén bu nan?
: Is French difficult?
D REHEN R

> > P

B: Bu tai nan, méiyou Zhongwén nan.
B: Not really, not as difficult as Chinese.
B: K ¥ - I8 A P X o

' The original form is Fayii. The third tone in Fa changes to the second tone before another third tone in a
connected speech.
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4.

A: Xi¢ ldosht, ni Yingyu shud de zhén hdo.
A: Prof. Xie, you speak really good English.
AR EER o RABHFESF o

B: Nali, mamahtha.
B: Oh, just soiso.
B:7fs2 » B B =k o

A: Ni Yingyu shi zai nali xué de?
A: Where did you learn your English?
AARZFFR ARG ?

B: W0 shi zai Shanghai xué de.
B: I learned it in Shanghai.
B: A Liggag o

A: Ni de laoshit shi Méigu6 rén ba?
A: I guess your instructors are American.

ARy E R £ B ?

B: Bushi. Youde shi M¢igud rén, youde shi Zhonggud rén.
B: No. Some are Americans, some are Chinese.
B:f A o AR EBEA » AMEFEA o

A: Mé&igud laoshi shi cong nali lai de?
A: Where are American instructors from?
A 2Bl E B R AETRARRAY 2

B: You de shi cong Pittsburgh lai de, youde shi cong Seattle 14i de. Women hai you
Yingguo laide ldoshi.

B: Some came from Pittsburgh. Some came from Seattle. We also have professors who
came from England.

B: A #& #¢ Pittsburgh & &y » A 84 & #¢ Seattle 2k 89 o HAPIFE A ZE K9 HEF o
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: John, ni xianzai Zhongwén shud de hén hdo.
: John, you speak very good Chinese now.
: John, R34 ¥ X SLAFARATF ©

> > P

: Néli, hai bu xing. W6 zhi hui shud yididr Zhongwén.
: No, not good yet. I can only speak a little Chinese.
DA BAAT o R GH—BRP X o

Wwww

: Rénshi bu rénshi Zhonggu6 zi?
: Do you read Chinese characters?

DR RARTEF 7

D>D>D>

B: B?rénshi, wo zhi hui shuo. Wo hui xi¢ Pinyin.
B: No I dont I can speak only. I can write Pinyin.
B ﬂ\avﬂ &/\ V}EA &é%’ﬁ:‘:i o

A: Ni de laosht shi bu shi Zhonggu6 rén?
A: Is your teacher Chinese?

AR ERZ R RZPBRA?

B: Shide, ta shi Zhonggud rén, shi cong Shanghdi li de.

B: Yes, he is Chinese and he came from Shanghai.
B: &Y th T FPEA » RH LERY o

A: Ta jiao de hao bu hao?
A: How does he teach?
AALEATAF AT 2

B: Ta jido de hén hdo.

B: He teaches very well.
B:ALEAFARAT ©

Unit 7 Page 4

Conversational Mandarin Chinese



Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese Online

Part II. Utterances and Notes

e 'hé' means 'and'. Pay attention: 'h¢' in Chinese joins two noun phrases only. It is not like
English which can join two sentences.

e 'tal' means 'too'. 'bu tai nan' means 'not too difficult’. In the sentence 'tamen bu tai hui
shud Yimgyu', 'bu tai hui' means that they can speak, but not that well.

e 'nian shi' literally means 'to read books'.
o 'buxing' is also a response to the compliment. Literal meaning is 'it doesn't work'.
e 'méiyou Zhongwén nan' means 'not difficult compared to Chinese'.
e 'Ni Yingyu shi zai nali xué¢ de' means 'Where did you learn ...?' 'shi...de' construction is
often used to indicate what happened when and where. In a similar way you can say:
"W6 shi zai Shanghai chiishéng de.' (I was born in Shanghai)
"Wo shi cong Shanghai lai de.' (I came from Shanghai)
e 'Yingguo l4i de laosht -- the teachers who came from England. This construction is
similar to a English relative clause. In English, the clause is attached to the right of a
noun. In Chinese it is always attached to the left of a noun. This is an important feature

m Chinese.

e 'de'in 'ta jiao de hao bu hao?' is a grammatical particle. This pattern is used to express
the degree or extent.

o The difference between 'y¢' and 'hai'. Study the following sentences and try to find out
the difference:

W& hui shud Yingyti, y& hui shud Eyi.
(I can speak English. I also can speak Russian.)

W& hui shud Yingyti, hai hui shuo Eyii.
(I can speak English. In addition, I also can speak Russian.)

W& hui shud Eyii. Ta y& hui shud Eyi.
(I can speak Russian. He also can speak Russian.)
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Part III: New Sentence Modules

1. ...is (very, relatively, not too, not as) difficult (as)...

Yingyu hén

Zhongwén bijiao nan
Déyu butai

Riyu méiyou Eyll name

2. Itis... that (where)...

W6 Yingyu zai nali xué

Ta Zhongwén zai M&iguo xué

Ta shi | zai Shanghai chishéng (to be born) de
Ta cong Shanghai lai
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Part I'V: Practice Makes Perfect
How to say the following phrases? Please speak out!

to speak foreign languages, to learn Russian, to learn a foreign language,
(am, is, are) learning Russian, a foreign language,

do not speak Chinese very well,

to speak Chinese very well

very difficult, relatively difficult, not too difficult, not as difficult as English,
spoken Chinese, spoken English, spoken Russian

to recognize Chinese characters, to write Chinese characters,

some are Chinese, some are Americans,

to teach well, to speak well, to write well

Answer the following questions based on your own situation. Please be sure to give
real answers.

NI hui bu hui shudé Zhongwén?

NI hui bu hui xi& Zhongguo zi?

Ni rénshi bu rénshi Zhonggué zi?

NI hai hui shud shénme waiyu?

Ni juéde Zhongwén nan bu nan?

Ni juéde Zhongwén kduyu nan bu nan?
Ni jué de xi€ Zhongguo zi nan bu nan?
Ni Zhongwén shi zai nali xué de?

Ni de ldosht shi Zhdonggué rén ma?

Ta shinali rén?

Ta shi cong nali lai de?

Ta jiao de hao bu hao?

Ni Zhongwén shud de hén hao.

¢ Ifyou need a word which you don't know how to say, please ask by saying: ...
Zhongwén zénme shud?' . For example: 'nurse’ Zhongwén zénme shud?' The answer
would be:'nurse' Zhongwén shi 'hushi'.

Now try to say something about your study of Chinese.

Please tell a Chinese friend that you are learning Chinese now. You can speak a little
Chinese now. You don't read and write Chinese (use 'bu rénshi..., y€ bt hui xi€...). You
feel that spoken Chinese is not that difficult. Writing characters is very difficult. You also
feel (y¢ juéde) that Chinese is not as difficult as Russian. Tell your friend what foreign
languages you can speak. Also tell him that your Chinese instructor is a Chinese and he is
from Shanghai. He lives in Davis now. His wife also works in Davis. She is also a teacher.
He has a son and he works in Ohio. He teaches very well.
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