Unit 6: I Am Learning Chinese

Part I: Listen and Learn

1.

W0 shi Xi¢ laosht. W06 shi Zhonggud rén.
I am Prof. Xie. I am Chinese.

RAEMET o RAFEA o

W& hui shud Yingyti. Wo y& hui shud Eyii.
I can speak English. I can speak Russian too.
HGHAE o RELGIHMKE ©

W0 baba mama dou ba hui shud waiyti.
Both my parents do not speak foreign languages.

REBIIBHT I o

Tamen zhi hui shué Zhonggué hua.
They only speak Chinese.
AR eH P EE o

2.

Zhe¢ shi wo didi.
This is my younger brother.

Ta shi gongchéngshi, zai Shanghai gongzuo.
He is an engineer. He works in Shanghai.

% TAZER » o big TAE o

Ta bl hui shud Yingyu.
He cannot speak English.
PR G HLAE ©

Ta hui shud Riyt.

He can speak Japanese.
g BE o
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Xie

Ta zai xué Yigyu.
He is learning English.
(VR

3.

Zhe shi Wang Xiaohua.
This is Wang Xiaohua.
ERE N

Ta shi cong Béijing lai de.
He came from Beijing.
MR HEIL TR AY ©

Ta Yingyu shud de hén hdo.
He speaks English very well.
oA FEFAFARAT o

Ta hai hui shud Fayu hé Déyu.
He can also speak French and German.
R G HKEMEE

Ta xianzai zai xué Riyu.

He is learning Japanese now.

B AAZHZE -

4.

A: John, ni Zhonggud hua shud de hén hao.

B: John, you speak very good Chinese.
A: John, 4 ¥ B 3% SLAFARAT ©

Conversational Mandarin Chinese

B: Nali nali. Shud de bu hao. W0 zhi hui shud yididr Zhonggud hua.Wo xianzai zai

xu¢ Zhongwén.

B: Oh, no, not that well. I can only speak a little Chinese. I am learning Chinese now.
B: A2 AR o HAF AT o AR GA—BRLPEE o KAAAZE P o

A: Ni de laoshit shi Zhonggud rén ma?
A: Is your teacher Chinese?

A RO BT R P B A 7
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Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

: Shide. Ta shi Zhongguo rén, cong Shanghdi lai de.
: Yes, he is Chinese and he came from Shanghai.
PR o MR P BIA S LR o

Wwww

: Ta hui bu hui shud Yingyu?
: Can he speak English?
G TEHATE?

> > P

: Hui. Ta Yingyu shud de hén hao.
: Yes, he speaks English very well.
DA o MR EDLAFIRAT o

Wwww

i

: N1 héi hui shuo shénme waiyu?
: What foreign languages do you also speak?
ARREFATEAE 2

> > P

: WO zhi hui shudé Yingyt. Xianzai wo zai xué¢ Zhongwén.
: I can only speak English. I am learning Chinese now.
P RAEHAE cRARAEZ T o

> > "

: Ni Zhongwén shud de bicuo.
: You speak Chinese very well.
AR AT 4 o

> > P

: Nali, shuo de bu hao.
: No, not that well.
B A I O S

Wwww

: Ni hui bu hui xi¢ Zhongguo zi?
: Can you write Chinese characters?
MR EETESE?

> > P

: Buhui. W6 bthui xi€ Zhongguo zi.
: No, I cannot write characters.

A E e RTHEEFHEF o

Wwww
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Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

Part II: Utterances and Notes

e Here are some words for languages:

Déyu German
Eyii Russian
Fayu French
Riyu Japanese
Yingyu English
Zhdonggud hua Chinese
Zhdongwén Chinese

'yii' means 'speech’. 'hud' is 'speech' too. 'wén' refers to a written language, but 'Zhonggud
hua' and 'Zhdongwén' can be use interchangeably.

e 'hui' means 'to be able to'. 'hui shud..." means 'to be able to speak...'

o Pay attention to the position of 'dou’ which means 'all'. In the sentence ;W06 baba mama
dou bl hui shud...", the adverb 'dou’ is placed after 'baba mama'. Never say: 'Dou wo
baba mama...'

o Pay attention to the position of 'zhi' which is before the verb 'hui'. 'l can speak French
only.' would be 'W0 zhi hui shud Fayu.'

e 'zai'is a grammatical marker which indicates that an action is or was in progress. 'zai'
xué Yingyu' means '...am, is learning English’

o Pay paricular attention to the sentence:
'Ta Yingyt shud de hén hdo.'
He English speaks DE very well.
This type of sentence is very much different from English. Remember: in Chinese
you never say: Ta shud Yingyu hén hao.
o 'nalf or 'nali nalf' is a polite way to respond to the compliment such as "You speak
Chinese very well.' Never respond to it saying: 'Xi¢xie.' Chinese people are modest and
humble. They will not say 'xi¢xie' to respond to compliments. Also note that the actual

pronunciation of 'dnli' is 'anli' because of tone change.

e 'blcud' is synonymous with 'hén hao'.
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Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

Part III: New Sentence Modules

1. You really speak English (Chinese) well. Not at all, I am learning it...

- Yingyu ) = m
Ni Zhongguo hua shud de E?n h3oo
- . ucuo
Zhongwen
Nali nali

Shud de bu hao
W zhi hui shud yidir Zhongguo hua.
WS xianzai zai xué...

2. Can you speak ...Can you write? Yes, I can... No, I can't

NTnavi
NT shuo Rl‘lr;gyu
Ta hui bu hui Déyil
Ni baba mama eyu

xié Zhongguo zi

Yingyu
shuo Wi
Hui, wd hui Sg“u
Ta bl hui y

xié Zhongguo zi
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Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

3. What other foreign languages can you speak? I can speak ... only. I can also speak...

Ni s - S

Ni baba hai hui shudé shénme waiyu*

Ta
Deyu

W Zhi rayt

T‘O hai | huishug  |Riyl

a a Yingyu

Zhongguo hua
Zhongweén
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Xie Conversational Mandarin Chinese

Part IV: Practice makes perfect
How to say the following phrases? Please speak out.

to speak Chinese, English, German, Japanese

cannot speak Chinese, English, German, Japanese

speak Chinese (English, German, Japanese) very well

do not speak Chinese (English, German, Japanese) very well
to write Chinese characters

they all can speak, they all cannot speak

he can only speak

I am learning

he also can speak

Answer the following questions based on your own situation. Please be sure to give
real answers.
If you need a word, please send an email message to the instructor to ask for it.

Ni hui bu hui shud Yingyu?

NI hui bu hui shudé Zhdnggué hua?
NI hui bu hui xi& Zhongguo zi?

NI hai hui shud shénme waiyu?

Ni ydu méiyou gége (didi)?
Ta hui bu hui shud waiyu?
Ta hui shud shénme waiyu?
Ta xianzai zai xué waiyl ma?
Ta zai xué shénme waiyu?

Now try to say something about yourself.

Now try to find a Chinese looking person and make a conversation with him.

You come across a Chinese looking person. Greet him in Chinese. Can you identify where
he is from? Is he from Beijing? Is he married? Does he have children? What does he do?
Does he speak English? Compliment on his English. Tell him where you live. Give him
your telephone number. Say good-bye.
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