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wd and connections were all with the Puritan rmovement, bul he
disiflusioned with the enthusiastic moods and dogmatic perseceu-
rich he found the Puritans prone. Having a small but steady pri-
ome, he became a student, chiefly at Oxford, leaming ensugh
e to act as a physician, holding an occasional appointive office, but
allowing any of these activities to Hmil his controlling passion, which
iiply for thought. After 1667, he was personal physician and tater in
seliold of a violent, crafty politician, the first easl of Shafteshury
Achitophel”}. But Locke himself was always a grave, dispassion-
almost frighteningly judicious. On one seeasion, Shaftesbury’s
ernies at Oxford had Locke walched for several years on end,
iich he was not heard to say one word either critical of the govern-
favorable to it. When times are turbulent, so much diseretion is
in itself; and Locke found it convenient to go abroad for several
e the 1650s. He lived quietly in Holland, and pursued his thoughis.
orious Revelution of 1688-89 and the aceession of Wilkiags 1T brought
ko Tngland, and made possible the poblication of the Essay, on
had been working for many years. lts publication foreshadowed
ngage of reason, not only in the positive ideas that the book advanced,
hétquiet way it set aside as insoluble a range of problems about
utherify and absolute assumance to which the seventeenth century
inally sacrificed its best resources of mingd and heart.
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1667 Physician to the first earl of Shaftesbury.

1684: Expelled from Oxford post as part of intrigues agai
Shaftesbury, o

16gor  Publication of the Fssay, Letter Concerning Tolerdtion
aind Two Treatises of Goverinent,

Locke’s Essay Concerning Hunzen Understanding, which is u prothy
dable book of technical philosophy, drew some protests over
others of a contrary tendency over its method. Tt seemed too he
and long to be a mere essay. On the other hand. its basic ik
described as too trifling to merit so much analysis. For all Mi I
posed to do in several hundred knolty pages was to analyze a oy}
he found lying about in his own mind.

As usual, the philesopher, who was nothing if not a long-lg
bad considered these criticisms already and had devised a sing]
hoth, His book was an essay because, like that of Montaigne,
explore the mind of mankind in general through a discriminatii
of one mind in particular. When Locke analyzed the ideas of hisTi:
ways they were acquired and put together, he found they were ¢
they were based on direel experience, and adequate when they'
Usually, it appeared, problems occurred when the basic ideas’s
he was Irying o caleulate were blurred or confused or did fiot
thing deteriinate. Thus a critical analysis of the ideas in an indiv
could Jead straight 0 a rule about adequate ideas in general and;
subject where adequaie ideas were possible. On the basis of sicl
tHon, individoals might reach rational agreement with one andtl
setup an area of natural law, within which a cormmon rule of & il
wis available. §

The clergy were naturally upset over Locke’s new “way of idea
invited people to discard from their minds any ideas that they {ing
reduce to clear, distinct, i.e., determinate, form. “Mysleries of
essential to the mental economy of churchmen. How could i
the docirine of predestination be reduced (o clear, distinct idéy
couldt, must one then discard them? On this last point, Lacks
but very firm. Yes, if one wanted to discourse reasonably and 'y
ably, one really must discard any idea which could not be givenade
shape and meaning. The philosopher had evidently performe
tion on any unclear and indistinet ideas he found in his W )
was lefl of Chuistianity when one got rid of all its “unreaso
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it into thy hands what has been the diversion of some of my
cavy hours; if it has the good luck to prove so of any of thine,
hast but half so much pleasure in reading as I had in wriling
ilt as little think thy money, as | do my pains, ill bestowed,
ot this for a commendation of my work; nor conclude, becanse
& with the doing of it, that therefore 1 am fondly taken with
sdone. He that hawks at larks and spariows, has no less sportt,
mich less considerable quarry, than he that Bies at nobler
bhe is fittle acquainted with the subject of this treatize, the
n’diz":g, who does not know, that as it is the most elevated faculty
il so it is employed with a greater and more constant delight
sl-the ather. Its searches after truth are a sort of hawking and
herein the very pursuit makes a great part of the pleasure.
vthe mind takes in ils progress towards knowledge makes some
which is not only new, but the best, tao, for the time at least,
e inderstanding, like the eye, judging of objects only by its own
i cnnot but be pleased with what it discovers, having less regret for

caped it, because it is urnknown. Thus he who has raised
above the alms-baskel, and not content Lo live tazily ou scraps
diopinions, sets his own thoughts on work to find and follow
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e
was a cool, general, undemanding creed, which did not com
much more than a belief in the existence of God, and was thér
as "Deismn.” Locke did not like Tabels, but he was a kind of Dy
i scandalous idea in the late seventeenth centwry, Dejsm was g quik
able creed by the time of Pope. T
Like most philosuphess, Locke had 2 midnimum of persoil
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truth, will (whatever he lights on) not miss the hunter’s satisfaction; every
moement of his pursuit will reward his pains with some delight, and hé
will have reason to think his time not ill spent, even when he cannot
much boast of any great acquisition.

This, reader, is the entertainment of those who let loose their own
thoughts, and follow ther in writing; which thou oughtest not to envy
them, since they afford thee an oppostunity of the like diversion, if thou
wilt make use of thy own thoughts in reading. It is to them, if they are
thy own, that 1 refer myself; but if they are taken upon trust from othess;
it is no great matter what they are, they not following truth, but some

meaner consideration; and it is not worth while to be concerned what

he says or thinks, who says or thinks only as he is directed by another. It
thou judgest for thyself, 1 know thou wilt judge candidly; and then'l

shall not be harmed or offended, whatever be thy censure. For, tha{gg}_:} :
it be certain that there is nothing in this treatise of the truth whereof ] -
am not fully persuaded, vet I consider myself as liable to mistakes as |
can think thee; and know that this book must stand or fall with thee, not |
by any opinien 1 have of it, but thy own. If thou findest Jittle in it new

or instructive to thee, thou art not to blame me for it. 1t was ot meant

for those that had already mastered this subject, and made a thorough
acquaintance with their own undesstandings, but for my own informa-

Hon, and the satisfaction of a few friends, who acknowledged themselves
ot to have sufficiently considered it Were it it to tiouble thee with the

history of this Essay, 1 should tell thee, that five or six friends, meeting - ;

at my chamber, and discoursing on a subject very remote from thi
found themselves quickly at a stand by the difhiculties that rose on e
side. After we had awhile puzzled vurmseives, withowt coming any neire
a resolution of those doubts which perplexed us, it came into my thought
that we tock a wrong course; and that, belore we set ourselves uj
inquirics of that nature, it was necessary to examine our own abilitie
and see what objects our understandings were or were not hited to'dé
with. This [ propused 1o the company, who all readily assented; s
thereupon it was agreed, that this should be our fisst inguiry. Soine has
and undigested thoughts, on a subject 1 had never before considere
which [ set down against our next meeting, gave the first entranée it
this discourse, which, having been thus begun by chance, was cont
ued by entreaty; wrilten by incoherent paccels; and, after long inter
of neglect, resumed again, as my humor or occasions perinitted; ant
last, it a retivement, where an attendance on my health gave me lel
it was brought into that order thou now seest it.

This discontinued way of writing may have occasioned,
ers, two contrary faults; viz. | that too little and too much may besa
it. If thon Aindest anything wanting, 1 shall be glad, that what T hiave
gives thee any desire that I should have gone farther: if it secins tod il
to thee, thou must blame the subject; for when 1 first put pentop
{ thought all T should have to say on this matter would have beg
tained in one sheet of paper; but the farther T went, the larger prd

hesid
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!’m&: new discoveries led mie still on, and so it grew insensibly to the bulk
it now appears in. 1 will not deny but possibly it might i)e reduced iu ‘
narrower compass than it is; and that some parts of it might bi: ‘ﬂ -
%ra?ted; the.way it has been writ in, by catches, and many lon inl‘etmr
of intestuption, being apt to cause some repetitions. But, to ; f W(; ‘S
truth, Tam now too lazy or too busy to make it shor'ter o come fhe

*# # I pretend not to publish this Essay for the information of me
of large thoughts and quick apprehensions; to such mastcrs‘of ko ‘-m'ln
edge, I profess myself a scholar, and therefore warn them ‘befor;:}l:fwci
aot o expect anything here but what, being spun out of my own d “

-_Fllsiiglits,l is fitted to men of my own size, to whom perha“)% it w?I(]}d[hi

. be: una.ccepiable that I have taken some pairnis to nlzll;e-plajn]ztl;ld f';:nﬂ!?'n
o their thoughts some truths, which established p:‘eﬁi;di{‘é ‘ tianr
absheaci‘a‘ﬁss of the ideas themselves, might render difﬁcufjt . *OY “
* * _:é'li he c.ornrm)mw:aith of learning is not at this time without mas-
u-lbum;ezs, whose mighty designs in advancing the sciences will 1»*-(‘

asting monuments to the admiration of posterity: b1‘1t ex;'f'r." o;l . L(Wf:

ot hope to be a Boyle or a Sydenham; and in an ;1ge that p;'o}duclj mu‘?t
masters as the great Huygenius, and the iucmngma‘b]fs Mr NeS\ i”c l

with some other of that strain, ? it is ambition encugh to be CI";Z l{“-’::c?l':)‘

an zm?c;-faba;er in clearing the ground a little, and remavin PS(;:HG h:f

the rubbish that lies in the way to knowledge; which certaﬂﬂy%qéd be 'Q
ycr)-'.much more advanced in the world, i the endeavors of ingeni s

a_naz}_d industrious men had not been much cunthered with tfle }ewizzll(;ui

Irivolous use of uncouth, affected, or unintelligible terms ,ir;irudné:d

inlo the sciences, and there made an art of to that degree, that : 1':517' e

phy, which iy nothing but the true knowledge of thingsg W;SI !El“ O?
nfit or L.mcapable to be brought into well-bred cornp";ny {Ildloulgtif

: puversation.” Vague and insignificant forins of SPCGL‘]]( .a'n(cl 'lbtizj {1:
anguage, have so long passed for mysteries of science: and hard( ort s

;)pi;@d wmdsf, with little or no meaning, have, by pr;scripﬁon sugll: b'A

iz.t to be mistaken for deep learning and height of specu}alim;"i'hat 'CZ

‘l swi_} b: casy to persuade either those who speak or those w];o l]é:}lr

;ijifig;i tl:a: ‘:116 but the covers of ignorance, and hindrance of true

The ?.};)(ak:@{ﬁem, pieparing for the fourth edition of my Essay, gave
notice of ity that T might, if 1 had leisure, make any za(];éi{i'?<;5:g’s o1
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alterations [ should think At Whereupon I thought it convenient
advertise the reader, that besides several corrections I had made here and
there, there was one alteration which it was necessary to mention, becaise
it ran through the whole book, and is of consequence to be right
understood. What I thereupon said, was this— S

nej indetermined ideas, which they are made to stand for: 1 have
iiade choice of these terms Lo signify, 1. Some iramediale object of the
nind, which it perceives and has before it, distinet from the sound it
ses as a sign of it 2. That this idea, thus determined, i.e., which the
tind has in itsell, and knows and sees there, be determined without any
hange to that name, and that name determined to that precise idea. 1f
i had such determined ideas in their inquiries and discourses, they
ould both discern how far their own inquiries and discowrses went, and
_v;‘;i_:;l the greatest part of the disputes and wranglings they have with
tiers, - :

“Clear and distinct ideas” are terms which, though familiar and fr
quent in men’s mouths, 1 have reason to think every one whe uses do
not perfectly understand. And possibly it is but here and there one wi
gives himself the trouble to consider them so far as to know what b
himself or others precisely mean by them. | have therefore, irimg
places, chose to put “determinate” or “determined,” instead of “clea
and “distinct,” as more likely to direct men’s thoughts to my meaning
in this matter. By those denominations, | mean some object in the min
and consequently determined, i.e., such as it is there seen and perceiv
to be. This, I think, may fitly be called a “determinate” or “determirie
idea, when such as it is at any time objectively in the mind, and:
determined there, it is annexed, and without varialion determined;
name or articulate sound which s to be steadily the sign of that
same object of the mind, or determinate idea. -

To explain this a little more particularly: By “determinate,” wi
applied to a simple idea, T mean that siniple appearance which the mii
has i its view, or perceives in itself, when that idea is said to be'it
By “determined,” when applied to a complex idea, I mean such-an &1
as consists of a determinate number of certain simple or less comp
idens, joined in such a proportion and situation as the mind has bl
its view, and sees in itself, when that idea is present in it, or should
present in it when a man gives 2 name to it. I say “should be”; becz
it is not every one, nor perhaps any one, who is so careful of his fang
as to use no word fill he views in his mind the precise determingd? 1 specific discoveries in the Relds of mathematics, physics, and astron-
which he resolves to make it the sign of, The want of this is the caus he generated an entire world view that was cutdated osily in the twen-
no small obscurity and confusion in men’s thoughts and discourses? b century I}}".thﬁ work of Einstein. Tl_lé"ﬂ{‘{}ﬂﬂa“cﬁ of Newton’s thought

1 know there are not words enough in any language to answer all i _i)g.‘_ de}sgnbed or even indica!gé-hcyc: interested readers should refer
variety of ideas that enter into men’s discourses and reasonings. Biit titable history of philosophy or of scientific thought, or to a full-scalc
hinders not but that when anyone uses any term, he mav have ik
mind a determined idea which he makes it the sign of, and to which
should keep it steadily annexed during that present disconse. Whe
does not or cannot do this, he in vain pretends to clear or distinet i
it is plain his are not so; and therefore there can be expected nothir
obscurity and confusion, whese such terms are made use of which
not such a precise determination, -

Upon this ground I have thought “determined ideas” a way of
ing less lable to mistake than “clear and distinet”; and where men
got such determined ideas of all that they reason, inguire, or aigué'y
they will find a great part of their doubts and disputkes at an en
greatest part of the questions and controversies that perplex man
depending on the doubtful and uncertain use of words, or {which
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¢ Newton was'the posthimons son of a small farmer in Lincolnsliize; as
¥, he inveated Trachines, as an undergraduate he was making discov-
s 10 oplics and the Tigher mathematics, and in 1667, aged barely twenty-
s he was elected a fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. It would be
ous to describe intellettual life in Restoration universities as “torpid,”
fewton got little in the wWay of stimulus from his colleagues. Fven the
Sociely, after an initial bust of activity in the 1660s, sank during the
ut of the century into lethaigy and tiviality: But Newton was a man

s mind worked incessantly and at the very ighest level of insight; apart

Lich of Sir lsaac’s scientific work was reported indatin, stll the language

emational scholarship; but when he chose, te great thinker could
priss himsell in notably. lueid and trenchant linglish. The first of his
tant expedments, having to do with light and color, took formn as a
to the Royal Society, which appeared in the Society’s Journal, dated
ary 19, 1672. The experiments and reasoning are deseribed in lan-
f perfect clatity; and when, as the last word of his summé’zy, he drops
heavy word indeed, he clinclies the point like a carpenter mijling shut

tiact, not all Newton's conclusions in the Letter §1a(>e\ held
tid. But for a young man just five years out of college; hig
aid of 2 rigorous expenimental method is extiavidinary. We ate, éyi-
vin a world diametrically different from that of Sir Thomas ?’;i()’wué\
so thought himself a man of science. h




