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papists at home procured bawdy books to be transfated out of the Italian
tongue, whereby overmany young wills and wits, allured to wantonness,
do now boldly contemnn all severe books that sound to honesty and god-
liness. in our forefathers’ time, when papistry as a standing pool covered
and overflowed all England, few books were read in cur tongue, saving
certain books of chivalry, as they said, for pastime and pleasure, which,
as some say, were made in monasteries by idle monks or wanton canens;
as one for example, Morte Darthur,” the whole pleasure of which book
standeth in two special points—in open manslaughter and bokd bawdry;
in which book those be counted the noblest knights that do kill most
men witheut any quarrel and commit foulest adulteries by subtlest shifts:
as Sir Lancelot with the wife of King Arthur his master, Sir Tristram
with the wife of King Mark his uncle, Sir Lamorak with the wife of King
Lot that was his own aunt. This is good stuff for wise men to laugh at or

honest men to take pleasure at. Yet T know when God’s Bible was ban--

ished the court and Morte Darthur received into the prince’s cham-
ber. * * *

9. Sir Thomas Malony's Arthurlan remance. See above, p. 392,

JOHN FOXE
1510~1587

John Foxe's career at Oxford University, where he had become a fellow of
Magdalen College, was interrupted when his Puritan cenvichions led him i
protest energeticaily against some college rules and practices. He then served
as tutor to the children of various great houses, but when Mary becan
gueen in 1553 and the persecutions of Protestants began, he fled to the
. Continent. His great book was already under way: its fist version (St
bourg, 1554} was in Latin, and dealt with the persecutions suffered by the
ecarly Protestants, particularly Wycliffe and John Hus. But the book gre
and grew as Foxe received from England accounls of the hideous torurds
and persecutions being inflicted on the Protestants there. When Elizabety
et came to the throne in 1558, ¥Foxe returned at once to England, and theg
he translated his Latin volume, adding to o hundreds of stories of the Maran
martyrs {many true, some doubtful, some ridiciilous). The English editio
was published in 1563; its title was Acts and Monuwments of these latter o
perilous days, touching matters of the church, wherein are comprrehended an
described the great persecution and horrible troubles that have been wroug!
and practices by the Romish prelates from the year of Our Lord a thousé
fo the time now present.

it was immediately and encrmously popular, Foxe saw life meladrama
cally, in terms of black and white; his book is a compendium of memoi
stories, eye-witness accouids, personal letters, and the like, rendering
words, acts, and sufferings of some hundreds of martyrs in graphic—if oftg
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fictionalized-—detail. The final version of the book is massive—aver si
thousand folio pages, confaining four million words. Ap;lt’f fm‘m fanni\ilL t;l%
-ﬁan_]es of anti-Catholic feeling, Foxe bad an immense influence upon Fi}gl' 1lC
nationalism. His stories, from the medieval crypto-Proicstantspbun;cdg if“
heresy to the Protestant martyrs whe passed through the fiery trials of ﬁ?{i

Mazian persecutions, tended to shosw that Englind was the fand of 2 new

ghoscn peo;)le, destinec_f o lead the way toward the kingdum of God on
carth. FO)‘(e s sccm‘}d ed_lhon (I570) was so impressive that a copy of il was
placed, with the Bible, in every Fnglish church. ) h

from Acts and Monuments

The Words and Behavior of the Lady Jane [Crey]!
Scaffold

These are the wor(?s that the Lady Jane spake upon the seaflold, at the
-hour of her death. First, when she mouated upon |

: ! ve scaffold, she said
o the people standing thereabout, “Good people, Tam come hither to
die, and by a iaw

1d b Vam condemned to the same. The fact against the
-~ Gueen’s highness was unfawhuf, and the consenting thereunto by e
Biil, touching the procurerent and desire thereof by me, or on my bebalf,
ldo wash my hands thereof jn innocency before Cod and the face of
you, good Christian people, this day.” And therewith she wiung her
_f}z\a_z’zfis, wherein she had her book. Then said shé, “I pray you all : ood
Christian people, to bear me witness that | dic 4 true Christian -W{?nian
and that 1 do look to be saved by no other mean, but only by the merc’-’
__of' C‘s)d, in the bloed of his only Son Jesus Christ; and I confess ﬂﬂ}t
when [ did know the word of God 1 neglected the ’same loved ‘i'nvse}f
thsﬂ world; and therefore this plague and punishment ,is happi]y’z‘md
happened unto me for my sins; and vet T thank God of his
_ s that he hath thus given me a time and respite to repent. A;’;c\f
! ‘._',‘gtiod people, while T am alive, | pray you assist me with vour
avers.” And then, kneeling down, she tumed her to Fecknam, 2 say-
g, “Shall I say this psalm?” And he said, “Yea.” Then said sl)wlf[ie
hm of Miserere mei Deus’ in English, in the most devout ‘[];1]EI'I]EF
ughout to the end; and then she stood up, and gave her m-'aiden,
istress Hllen, her gloves and handkerchief, and her book to T:;'IQS‘;CI"
ges. ! And then she untied her gown, and the hangman pre%se(.] {1 ;;111
t lo help her off with it; but she, desiring him to let her a]or;f;, turlrze(i
towaids her two gentlewomen, who helped het off therewith, and also
and neckerchief, giving her a fair handkerchjef to

upon the
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a and asked her forgiveness, whom

she forgave most willingly. Then he willed her fo stand upon the stras;
which doing, she saw the block. Then she said, “I prav you, despatch
me quickly.” Then she knecled down, saying, “Will you take it off before
I lay me down?” And the hangman said, “No, madam.” Then tied she
the kerchicf about her eyes, and feeling for the block she said, “Wihat
shall [ do? Where is it? Where is i One of the standers-by guiding het
thereunto she laid her head down upon the block, and then stretched
forth her body and said, “Lord, into thy hands I commend my spirit’s
and so finished her life, in the year of our Lord God 1553, the twelfth

day of February.

Then the hangman kneeled dow

JOHN LYLY S
A 155416006 /

John Lyly \1\;\ s the grandson o
grammar which every schoolboy studied. After 1
at Oxford, Lyl\y\went to London and sought the p
and his sun—inwlﬁt\', the eatl of Ox
became instantly famous. The title of the book is
but a fuller explatgtion may be found in Asghfam’s School
perhaps Lyly got it: uphues is he thatby g

readiness of will, to léia\ming, having all otlsz?
of the bady that must z‘?—{{(»lher day serv,
of Wit,” means something like “ai?ls}fsis of intelligence.”

The peose style of Lyiy’s"‘i:\iO(:k is£a

its hero. This style has two'ed
ure and a wealth of omzmzlg; { of various kinds. Sentence structuse is b
¢ &

on parallel hgures from thé angjent thetorics. Qrmament includes incide
from history or poetryy provesbs, and similes drawn from pseuduseie
from Pliny, from teyptbooks, of frém the author’s imagination.
Fuphuism becaine a rage for a while, especially at courl, The publis
of Lyly's Six Giiurt Comedies in 16
ladies were Hien his [Euphues or Ly v's] scholars, an
who could’not parley Fuphuism was ag little regarded as she which.a
there spéaks not French.” Ia Shakespears's 1 Heary IV, 7.4.346-305 0
siaff, hen he is pretending to be the kin
Prisice Hal, speaks Euphuistic prose. .
/This highly artificial and elaborate style dig not last, of course, but
 an example of 2 fascination with language and its hossible artifices that exfen

o all classes of Elizabethans, “It is a world fhy see,” wrote Lats
Englishmen desire to hear finer speech than the ldnguage will allow,
finer bread than is made of wheat, lo wear finer lefh than 1s wiou
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