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“Grading Rubric for Research Paper Assignment 1 - Choosing and Focusing Your Topic” 

 
The instructor will grade assignment 1 using the following rubric: 
 
Criteria     Evaluation  Score 
Assignment submitted by due date Late/On Time  0-1   
 
Approved topic selected  No/Yes  0-1 
 
Subtopics Listed 
�  4 Subtopics    Clearly stated ? 0-2 
�  3 Subtopics    Clearly stated ? 0-1.5 
�  2 Subtopics    Clearly stated ? 0-1.0 
�  1 Subtopic    Clearly stated ? 0-0.5 
�  No Subtopic      0 
 
Research Question 
�  Clearly stated   Meaning Vague/Clear 0-1 
�  Breadth ?    Too Narrow/Broad/Appr. 0-1 
�  Interesting ?    No/Pedestrian/Yes 0-1   
 
Key Words 
�  3 Key Words   Relevant to Topic? 0-1.5 
�  2 Key Words   Relevant to Topic? 0-1.0 
�  1 Key Words   Relevant to Topic? 0-0.5 
�  None       0 
 
Alternative Key Words 
�  3 Key Words   Relevant to Topic? 0-1.5 
�  2 Key Words   Relevant to Topic? 0-1.0 
�  1 Key Words   Relevant to Topic? 0-0.5 
�  None       0 
===================================================================== 
 
Total Points (10 Points Maximum)   _____ 
 


