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Course Description

Critical examination of social and cultural implications of educational technologies, considering issues of cultural bias, equity, and questions of who benefits from particular technologies.  International applications of computer technologies to promote learning about different cultures. (Seminar 3 units)

Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of the course, students will demonstrate competencies:

· Synthesize and evaluate readings regarding relationships among computers, knowledge, learning, and culture.  Compare perspectives from readings to those gained from service learning activities.
· Analyze ways in which different societal groups benefit from educational computer technologies. Reflect on the relative benefits of computers by working with students in a service learning placement.
· Evaluate ways in which computer technologies influence the lives of students. Compare and extend perspectives from readings to direct observations from a service learning activities.
· Research issues concerning social and cultural implications of technologies; develop strategies to facilitate peer’s learning about these issues.
· Identify methods of using computers in education that are informed by critical pedagogy, including international applications of computer technologies to support learning about different cultures. Gain practical experience, via service learning activities, to ways of using technologies in socially proactive ways.

Course Readings

· Friedman, Thomas (2005).  The world is flat:  A brief history of the twenty-first century.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

· Course reader

· Electronic reserves and articles from the Internet.

Course readings and draw from several interrelated sets of questions:

1.  Overarching perspectives on technology in a global context.  At a broad social level, who benefits (or loses) from technological change? How do computers interact with economic interests, locally or globally?
2.  Technology and knowledge. How do technologies bias knowledge? 
3.  Technology, society, and culture.  How do technologies, including the Internet, influence social interactions and identity?
3.  Equity.  What are the implications of differential access to technology among different cultural/socioeconomic groups?  How do computers relate to issues of gender?

4.  Interplay between visions for using educational technology and the organization of schooling.  What are visions for changes to schools and culture that technology may promote? How and why do schools either accept or reject possible changes related to technology?

Course readings will examine these questions from multiple perspectives, including educational technology, political science, economics, sociology, philosophy, and psychology. 

While the course raises a variety of questions about the social and cultural implications of educational technologies, it also introduces ways in which educational technologies may be used as a socially proactive force. 

Flu Information

Because of an anticipated increase in seasonal and H1N1 flu, any student who has influenza-like illness should stay home until 24 hours after fever is gone. Absent students should notify 
instructors prior to each missed class by email or telephone. As much as possible, instructors will accommodate students who are absent due to influenza-like illness, but it may not always be possible to make up work missed. In considering students requests to withdraw from courses, flu illness will be considered a “serious and compelling reason”. More information about influenza is available by following the “Medical Advisory, Flu Information” link on the university home page, www.csulb.edu.
Assignments

	Activity
	points

	Participation—face-to-face  and electronic
	40

	Facilitation of on-line/class discussion and 1-2 page paper
	15

	Presentation or hands-on lab activity
	25

	In-class writing assignments
	20

	Choose one:
	60

	     Option 1: Course paper
	

	     Option 2: Global learning project
	

	Final Exam
	40

	Total
	200


	Grade
	Percent

	A
	90-100%

	B
	80-89%

	C
	70-79%

	D
	60-69%

	F
	0-59%


Writing: The grades for some assignments will be based, in part, on writing.  See the writing rubric in the Assignment Guide.
Participation/attendance: To receive full credit for participation, you are expected to attend class consistently, arrive on time, be prepared for class discussions, and participate actively and appropriately in class and on-line activities.  An atmosphere of constructive dialog and exchange of differing viewpoints is encouraged.  To prepare for class discussions, students are expected to have read assigned readings prior to class.  It is your responsibility to obtain materials covered in class when you are absent.  

The course design emphasizes consistent participation, and participation is also crucial for online activities.  Participation grades are based both on consistency and the quality of the participation.   Students are allowed one excused absence for a pressing reason acceptable to the instructor, such as a medical problem. After that, the participation/attendance grade will go down 3 points for each class missed. 

Electronic discussions should meet guidelines provided by the instructor. Your postings should meet those guidelines and: 

(1) be relevant to the readings and demonstrate thoughtful consideration of them;
(2) make connections between different readings and between readings and real-world situations;
(3) build on the comments of other students.
Your postings for each discussion topic should collectively meet these criteria for maximum participation credit. 
Your electronic discussion participation grade will go down 2 points for each discussion topic that is not participated in within the required time frame.
Late assignments: You are strongly encouraged to keep up with assignments and turn them in on time.  If you are working on a different assignment than everyone else during a lab session, you may miss out on useful help and assistance for that assignment.  Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Assignments no more than one week late will be subject to a 10% penalty.  Assignments no more than two or three weeks late are subject to a 20% penalty. Assignments beyond three weeks late may only be accepted by special arrangement with the instructor. Assignments can not be accepted after the last day of instruction.

Registration/withdrawal: See the Schedule of Classes for registration and withdrawal policies and procedures. After 9/14/09, you must demonstrate serious and compelling reasons to withdraw from a class, and “serious and compelling” is defined more narrowly as the semester progresses. If you do obtain permission to withdraw after 9/14/09, you will receive a “W” (withdrawal) on your transcript.  Further information about deadlines are available in the schedule of classes and on the Web.
Students with disabilities: Students with disabilities who need reasonable modifications, special assistance, or accommodations in this course should direct their request to the course instructor.  If a student with a disability feels that modifications, special assistance, or accommodations offered are inappropriate or insufficient, he/she should see the assistance of the Director Disabled Student Services on Campus.

Cheating and plagiarism: See the Schedule of Classes for definitions of cheating and plagiarism. Penalties for a single instance of cheating or plagiarism may include a zero score on the involved assignment/exam, an “F” for course, and/or referral to the Office of Judicial Affairs. In some cases, the Office of Judicial Affairs may impose possible probation, suspension, and/or expulsion.

Final Exam: Wednesday, 12/16/09, 5:00-7:00 PM
Required Materials 
· You will need access to an Internet-connected computer. 

· A webcam is recommended, and a microphone is required for course activities with Elluminate.
· If you read e-mail from a non-CSULB account regularly but do not wish to read your CSULB e-mail regularly, you should set your CSULB e-mail to forward mail to your non-CSULB account. 
College of Education, California State University, Long Beach

Mission:

Our mission is to foster a learning and teaching community committed to

educational excellence. Our community

 Promotes intellectual, personal, and interpersonal growth for all students;

 Prepares socially responsible leaders for a rapidly changing, technologically-rich world;

 Values diversity and prepares students for a diverse world;

 Serves and collaborates with other educators and the community;

 Promotes school improvement for all students; and

 Engages in research, scholarly activity, and ongoing evaluation.

Theme:   

Teaching for Life-Long Learning, Professional Growth, and Social Responsibility 

	
	Date
	Topics
	Due
	Reading Due 
(the Sunday before class)


	Availability
	Who

	1
	9/2
FTF
	Introduction to course


	
	
	
	

	2
	9/9
FTF
	Key issues.
Starting a GLN project
	
	Postman, N. (1998). Five things we need to know about technological change.
	http://itrs.scu.edu/tshanks/pages/Comm12/12Postman.htm

	All

	2
	9/9

	Strategies for online moderating.
	
	Collison, G., Elbaum, B., Haavind, S., & Tinker, R. (2000). Facilitating on-line learning: Effective strategies for moderators. Madison, WI: Atwood Publishing.


	Reader
	All

	3
	9/16
ONL
	Model GLN projects
	GLN Option-- Proposals due
	Cummins, Jim & Sayers, Dennis (1997). Brave New Schools.

- Chapter 1: Introduction

-Chapter 2: From the inner city to the global village: The emergence of electronic communities of learning
	Chapter 1  is in  Reader.

Chapter 2 is on

E-reserve

	All

	4                       
	9/23
FTF
	Globalization 
	GLN Option—

GLN Plans due
Research paper option:

1-page proposals due
	Friedman, Thomas (1999). The Lexus and the Olive Tree

-Opening Scene: The world is 10 Years old, and

-The new system.  
	Reader
	All

	4
	9/23
	Globalization.
	
	Friedman, Thomas. (2007).
The World is Flat. Chapter 2: The ten forces the flattened the world. 
Group A (first 5 forces)

pp. 48—113

Group B (second 5 forces

pp 114-172
	Buy the book

	A (pp.48-113

B

(pp. 114-172)

	5
	9/30
ONL
	Political dimensions of  technology. Technology in current political events.
	First Essay
	Winner, L. (1986). Do artifacts have politics? In The whale and the reactor: A search for limits in an age of high technology, , pp. 19-39.  Chicago: The University of Chicago Press
	E-reserve

	All


	6
	10/7
FTF
	Bias of technology
	
	Bowers, C.  A.  (1988).  

Toward a new understanding of technology and language.  In The cultural dimensions of educational computing.  

Warnick, Bryan (2001).  Review of  Bowers, C. A. (2000). Let them eat data: How computers affect education, cultural diversity, and the prospects of ecological sustainability.


	E-reserve
http://edrev.asu.edu/reviews/rev119.htm

	A

B

	7
	10/14
Fur-lough day

--no class
	Technology and the nature of knowledge

 
	
	Olson, D. R. (1976). Culture, technology, and intellect. In L. B. Resnick (Ed.), The nature of intelligence. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum.
Weinberger,D. (2007).

Social knowing . In Everything is miscellaneous:  The power of the new digital disorder. (pp. 129-147)

	E-reserve
E-reserve
	All

	8
	10/21
FTF
	Technology and culture
	.
	Boyd, Danah (2008). Why youth ( social network sites: The role of networked publics in teenage social life
	http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/publications/2007/Why_Youth_Heart_Social_Network_Sites
	All

	9
	10/28
ONL
	Technology and culture
	GLN option:

At least 3 thematic posts done.
Second Essay
	Palfrey, J and Gasser, U. (2008).  Born Digital: Understanding the first generation of digital natives. Chapter 1 Identities (pp. 17-38).


	E-reserve

	A

	9-


	10/28
	Technology and  culture 
	
	Suler, John (2002).  Identity Management in Cyberspace


	http://www.rider.edu/~suler/psycyber/identitymanage.html

	B


	10
	11/4
FTF
	Gender
	Research Paper option: Outlines due
	Cooper, J., & Weaver, K. (2003). Gender and computers: Understanding the digital divide. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc.


	E-reserve

	A



	10
	11/4
	Gender
	
	Suler, J. R. (1999). Do boys (and girls) just wanna have fun? 


	http://www.rider.edu/~suler/psycyber/genderswap.html

	B

	11
	11/11
Holi-day- no class
	Equity
	
	Ramirez, J. D. (2003). Assessing equity in educational technology. In G. Solomon (Eds.), Toward digital equity: Bridging the divide in education (pp. 191-210). Boston: Allyn & Bacon. 

. 
	E-reserve

	A

	11
	11/11
Holi-day-
No class
	Equity
	
	International Society for Technology in Education (2007).  A national consideration of digital equity
	http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/Professional_Development/Programming_at_NECC/Summits1/20078/Digital_Equity_Summit/national-consideration-DE.pdf
	B

	12
	11/18
FTF
	Diffusion of Technology
	
	Hodas, S. (1993, September 14). Technology refusal and the organizational culture of schools. Education Policy Analysis Archives, 1(10). 

Monke, L. (1999). Infusing technology into a school: Tracking the unintended consequences. Bulletin of Science, Technology & Society, 19(1), 5-10. 

	http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v1n10.html
E-reserve

	A

B

	13
	11/25
	Fall Break

No class
	
	
	
	


	14


	12/2
FTF
	Diffusion of Technology


	GLN option: All 6 thematic posts done.

Research Paper Option: Full draft papers done.
	Cuban, L. (1996). Techno-reformers and classroom teachers. Education Week, 16(6), 37.
	E-reserve

	All

	15
	12/9
FTF
	Project and paper presentations
	GLN and Research Papers Due
	
	
	

	16
	12/16
	Final Exam
	
	
	
	


FTF= Face to Face meeting (also shaded)
ONL= Online

http://ereserves.library.csulb.edu/
Budget Cuts

I am committed to your academic success. However, due to the extreme budget cuts, all 23 CSU campuses have cut admissions, classes, and faculty positions. Class sessions will be canceled on certain days this semester because of budget cuts.
A canceled class means that CSULB does not have enough money in its budget to offer the services we believe we should offer.  The days when I am forced to cancel class because of budget cuts are marked on your syllabus or will be posted on BeachBoard.
 Log on to http://savethecsu.com for more information and Facebook links. We need to take collective action so CSULB can continue to offer high-quality education. Please join the fight to save education in the State of California--everyone's future in the State depends on it!
Flu Information

Because of an anticipated increase in seasonal and H1N1 flu, any student who has influenza-like illness should stay home until 24 hours after fever is gone. Absent students should notify 
instructors prior to each missed class by email or telephone. As much as possible, instructors will accommodate students who are absent due to influenza-like illness, but it may not always be possible to make up work missed. In considering students requests to withdraw from courses, flu illness will be considered a “serious and compelling reason”. More information about influenza is available by following the “Medical Advisory, Flu Information” link on the university home page, www.csulb.edu.
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