
Geography/International Studies 355i: International Environmental Issues

Fall 2007
Professor: Paul Laris (undergraduate advisor)



Office: LA4-101E 

E-mail: plaris@csulb.edu





Office Hours: M—Th 1:00-2:00 
Meeting Times: T-Th 11:00-12:15




or by appointment

Room: 
AS-244







Phone: 985-1862 (e-mail is best)
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Ken Saro-Wiwa speaks out against degradation caused by Shell Oil

Course Description   A bumper sticker tells us to “Think Globally and Act Locally” but why? This course challenges us to examine the linkages between the local and global dimensions of environmental issues and their consequences. It does so in two primary ways: (1) by examining how the processes of globalization or global change impact local communities and their environments in myriad ways, and (2) by investigating how the impacts of humans at the local-level have consequences for the global environment. Along the way we will examine and debate the relationships between numerous phenomena including: 
· environmental scarcity and violence

· population growth and environmental degradation 

· technology, poverty, and the environment 

· sustainable development, globalization, and poverty

· technology, trade, development, and biodiversity 
We will also explore how environmental problems are socially constructed and we will debate the usefulness of ideas about future solutions to the environmental problems of today. 

GOALS—By the end of the semester you will be able to: (i) understand the relationships between environmental change and human society from a variety of perspectives; (ii) critically evaluate texts concerning a variety of international environmental issues; (iii) write clear, concise reviews and critiques of articles and book chapters, and (iv) take a stand on an environmental issue and make a clear verbal and oral argument in support.
Expectations   As a general rule you should expect to spend at least 2 hours preparing for each hour of class time, a total of at least 6 hours per week.  Note: this is an intensive writing and reading course.  There are weekly writing assignments in addition to term papers.
Reading Assignments Readings are taken from three sources: (i) required texts, (ii) articles posted on-line at http://coast.csulb.edu/ (look under “e-reserves” and (iii) in-class handouts.
Required Texts (CSULB Book Store): 
Klare, M.T. 2002. Resource Wars 






Hollander, J.M. 2003. The Real Environmental Crisis

Method of Instruction Lecture, discussion, debate, and small work groups following the outline below.  

Types of Assignments 
i) Response Essays 
Learning to write concise descriptions and critiques of what you read is a skill of vital importance.  With this in mind you will write response essays (a total of 10).  The readings for the response essays are marked in bold and underlined.  In no more than 500 words (1 page, single spaced), a response will a) answer the question posed, b) identify the main arguments of the reading (what they know), c) the data and methods (how they know what they know), and the d) implications (why it is important to us). You may also state your opinion and raise a question especially if you are unclear on some aspect of the reading.  In addition to improving your writing skills, responses will aid in both class discussion and exam preparation.  Responses are due to the instructor electronically by 9 AM on the day of class. Please submit your papers through Beachboard.  
The purpose of the responses is twofold: 1st to improve your writing and critical thinking skills; and 2nd, to help you prepare for the midterm exams which are open-note and book. Late assignments will be penalized.
ii) Short Paper   You will write a 5 page paper on the theme of Violence and the Environment.  Students are required to submit their work to two colleagues (fellow students) for critical review and comments prior to submission to the instructor. Your colleagues’ suggestions for improvement should be incorporated in your essays.
iii) Group Paper/Projects    Students will work in groups on 2 projects and prepare group presentations for each topic to be determined. In addition, each of you will produce a 5-page position statement as part of each project (you will each present once and each turn in a position statement once. Please include proper references. 
Grading Policy   You will be graded on your performance on two exams which will amount to 40% of your total grade.  Participation will constitute 5% of your grade, thus you should attend class and participate actively. This is a writing intensive course, as such, most weeks you will write a response essay. I will grade your responses for 20% of your grade. You will write a short, five page paper for 15% of your grade. You will also participate in a group project with a presentation and final report for 20% of your grade.  
Summary of points for final grade: 

 

	Participation
	5%
	Responses
	20%

	Exam 1
	20%
	WTO Paper/ presentation
	10%

	Exam 2
	20%
	Final Paper/ presentation
	10%

	Short Paper
	15%
	TOTAL
	100%


Letter grades are awarded by fitting a “curve” to a student’s total score for the semester.  Historically, a student’s score must be near 90% to achieve an ‘A’ grade; 80% to achieve a ‘B’; 70% a ‘C’ and 60% a ‘D’.  The actual score required may vary.  Students registered on a credit/no credit basis must earn a C or higher for credit.
A few pointers for getting a good grade:  Never miss class and don't arrive late. Attendance is an important part of the course—you will not do well if you do not attend.  If you need to be absent please e-mail me and arrange to get notes from another student.  Note carefully the dates of the exams. There are no scheduled make-up exams.  Any conflicts with exams and group work must be resolved within the first 2 weeks of the semester.  Do all of the reading in advance.  If you're having difficulties with the course, seek help early -- before, not after, a test. Don’t wait until the last week of classes to ask for help. 

My Policy: My goal is to make this course as enjoyable and beneficial to you as possible. I hope you will leave my course with useful knowledge that provides you with a new outlook on the world around you. In this course one goal I have is to help you improve your writing. I am on campus most days and am happy to meet with you discuss your work, the environment, international issues, Peace Corps, international experiences or what have you.  Office hours are for your use.  If you can’t make the time listed above send me an e-mail and we can set up a time to meet.  If you have any questions about anything I’ve covered in the lecture, please ask me during or after class, or come see me in my office. I am also the Undergraduate advisor for geography and I am happy to meet with you for advising.
Study Hints for the Readings  This course involves a lot of reading and the comprehension of complex theories and concepts.  In an effort to increase comprehension and facilitate discussion of our assigned reading it may be helpful to answer the following questions based on the readings (from the textbook and/or articles) before class: 

1. DEFINITIONS:  List key terms and concepts.  Define those you don't already know.  Circle those that you feel need clarifications or discussion. 

2. IDENTIFY THE MAJOR THEMES AND KEY POINTS:  This is usually best done by a point outline.  Note and circle questions and points that you feel need most discussion.  The purpose is to make sure you really understand what the author is trying to say and to help you prepare to ask questions in class.  

3. SUMMARIZE:  Paraphrase the author's general points in 3 or 4 sentences.

4. INTEGRATE:  Relate the reading to other course materials (discussion, readings).  Compare with any other pertinent ideas with which you are familiar.
A complete list of all readings listed below in the course schedule can be found under “Course Documents on BeachBoard.
Tentative Geography /International Studies 355i Schedule*
Note: All questions are to help you prepare for class, only the response questions need to be answered in written form.

	Week 
	Date
	Topic
	Readings and/or Assignment



	1
	9/4
9/6
	Introduction to International Enviro. Issues
VIOLENT ENVIRONMENTS

Violence and the Environment: What are the links?

	Syllabus

Kaplan, Writing Tips
Q: What is the “Coming Anarchy”?

	2
	9/11
9/13
	Environmental Scarcity and Violence 




Political Ecology Critique 






	1: Homer-Dixon 
Question: What is the link between violence and the environment according to Homer-Dixon? Be familiar with the flow diagrams to explain the complex causes of violence.
2: Hartman 
Q: What is the basis of the critique by Hartman of Homer-Dixon?


	3
	9/18
9/20
	Malthus in Rwanda?  (FILM Clip)
Resource Wars

	3: Diamond Q: Is Jared Diamond a neo-Malthusian? 
Klare 2002 Intro + Chapters 1-2
Q: What are the causes of resource wars?


	4
	9/25
9/27
	Blood and Oil
Blood Diamonds  (FILM Clip)
	Zweig and Jianhai 2005, Saro-wiwa 
4: Campbell 2002, Klare pp.190-195
No question—Just react to Campbell!

	
	Assignment: Write a 5-page paper on “violence and the environment” and critically review 2 other student papers.  Student critiques and revised papers are due by 9 AM, Thursday, October 4th.


	5
	10/2
10/4
	Critique and re-write papers (Laris away)

Final Discussion on Violence and Environment Papers Due by e-mail (w/comments)


	Martin 2006 (helpful for papers)
Klare Chapter 9


	6
	10/9
10/11
	POVERTY AND ENVIRONMENT

Poverty and Environmental Degradation
Poverty and Environment
	Hollander (1-27) 
Q: What is the root cause of the environmental crisis in Hollander’s view?

5: Moseley (2004) vs Hollander 

Compare and contrast Moseley and Hollander


	7
	10/16
10/18
	Population and Environment + Review
EXAM 1

	Hollander C 2

	8
	10/23
10/25
	GLOBALIZATION

Globalization I: Global Trade & WTO 

Begin Group Project Research

Group Research Day
	Bahgwati 2002

TBA


	9

	10/30
11/1
	WTO TRIAL!  Happy Halloween!!!
Geography & Globalization and Global Change
	Speeches and position statements due 

Haussman   Q: Why does Geography matter?

	10
	11/6
11/8
	Globalization and The Environment 

Sustainable Development, Global Trade & WTO

	6: Kwong 2005, Hollander Chapter 13
Q: Compare/contrast Kwong & Hollander
Hardner & Rice 

	11
	11/13
11/15
	Green Trade, Smart Alliances & other schemes
Marijuana Milpa (Agriculture and drug trade)
	7: Taylor and Sharlin Q:Who has the best plan? Hardener, Taylor and Sharlin, or another?

Steinberg 2004 
Q: Why do people grow drug crops?


	12
	11/20
11/22
	ETHICS AND GLOBAL ISSUES

Struggles over fire     FILM

NO CLASS Thanksgiving
	8: Laris 2004 (You may skip pp. 66-69)

Q: Was the government justified in banning fire in Mali?  Why or why not?



	13
	11/27
11/29
	Ethics and wildlife issues
Ecotourism 
	9: Neumann 2004, (You may skip 817-822) Q: Was the policy to “shoot on-sight” justified? Why or why not?
Reading TBA, Pearce 2005


	14
	12/4
12/6
	Defenders of the Forest & Biodiversity Loss

Oil Project and Review


	10: Wade Davis, Hollander 12 Q: What inspired Davis to take up the cause of the indigenous people? 


	15
	12/11
12/13
	EXAM 2

OIL Project Work
	TBA


	Final
	12/20
	Final Meeting (Th: 10:15-12:15): Oil Trial
	Final Papers and Presentations Due


Withdrawal Policy
It is the student’s responsibility to withdraw from a class. The deadline to withdraw for the Fall semester without a “W” is September 17th 2007.  Withdrawal from a course after that date requires the signature of the instructor and the department chair, and is permissible only for serious and compelling reasons.  During the final 3 weeks of instruction withdrawals are not permitted except in cases such as accident or serious illness.

Plagiarism   Plagiarism is the act of taking the ideas or work of another and passing it off as one’s own.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated and is grounds for expulsion.  In this class you will be encouraged to work in pairs or groups.  If you use material created or gathered by a fellow student, you must note this on your paper/report.  Likewise, if you co-author a report for the class, it must be clear to me that the work is a joint project.  In general, be sure to give credit to all of your sources of information be they photographs, maps, or written descriptions.  See CSULB policy: http://www.csulb.edu/divisions/aa/research/our/information/policies/cheating/.






***************IF AT ANY TIME YOU NEED HELP, PLEASE ASK FOR IT! **************

***************IF AT ANY TIME YOU NEED HELP, PLEASE ASK FOR IT! **************
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