ENGL 452/552

Readings in Religious and Secular Prose: Reformation and Exploration

ENGL 452/552
Faerie Queene, Book 2 – Close reading
1. In the proem to Book 2, Spenser is concerned to explain his subject, “which no body can know.” To what possible objection is he responding, and to what does he compare his story in stanza 2? Why are these comparisons important in the Faerie Queene and in the 1590s?
Canto i:

1. In stanza 7, why is it important for the poet to emphasize that “ever with slow pace the knight did lead, / Who taught his trampling steed with equal steps to tread” (lines 8-9)?
2. In stanza 8, we read the word “clew.” We get the modern word “clue” from this origin. How are they related in meaning?

3. In stanza 14, Sir Guyon laments that Duessa has been “dismaid.” What has allegedly happened to the lady, and why does the poet choose this specific word?

4. Who does the lady/Duessa accuse of the crime against her?
5. In stanza 26, Sir Guyon and Red Cross Knight are about to fight; what happens, and what are the important word choices in stanzas 26-28?

In Canto 7, Mammon leads Guyon through his cave of riches, but Guyon is not tempted.
Canto ix:

1. The House of Pride in I.iv showed Red Cross Knight the Seven Deadly Sins and the fatal effect of pride and tyranny, and the House of Holiness in I.x cleansed RCK through psychological and physical penance. How does the House of Temperance in II.ix work?
Louis Montrose – “The Elizabethan Subject and the Spenserian text”

1. In the first paragraph of the essay, how does Montrose say that the “new historicism” has altered older historical ways of reading texts?

2. In the fifth paragraph (687-88), Montrose talks about a “collective discourse … that we call ‘Queen Elizabeth.’” How is she a “discourse” and not a person?

3. Reread 693-95 (beginning “Stephen Greenblatt sees Spenser’s self-fashioning …” along with II.xii.
*** All these links will be placed on the website and activated by Wednesday November 29 ***
For MON DEC 4

· Reformation, Religion, Foxe, Askew

http://www.wwnorton.com/nto/16century/topic_3/welcome.htm

Go to Texts and Contexts in the sidebar – select and read the texts under the headings “The Bible” and “Martyrdom”
· An Homily Against Disobedience and Willful Rebellion

http://www.anglicanlibrary.org/homilies/bk2hom21.htm
Read the Third Part of the Homily, beginning “As I have in the first part of this treatise shewed unto you the doctrine of the holy scriptures …”

For WED DEC 6

· Francis Drake’s Circumnavigation
http://www.loc.gov/rr/rarebook/catalog/drake/drake-4-famousvoy.html

See the general introduction to Drake on this Library of Congress page and look at a couple of the early books and documents, including the copy of Drake’s Navigations in Hakluyt’s Principal Navigations of 1589.

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1580Pretty-drake.html

Read the last six paragraphs, beginning “The fifth of June, being in 43 degrees towards the pole Arctic …”
· Hariot – Virginia

http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/hariot/menu.html

Go to “Full Text HTML file” and read from the section “Of the nature and manners of the people” (beginning p. 24 “It resteth I speake a word or two of the naturall inhabitants…” and ending on p. 30 “And whatsoeuer els they may be, by carefulnesse of our selues neede nothing at all to be feared.”)
· Barlowe in Virginia

http://www.wwnorton.com/nto/16century/topic_2/barlowes.htm

Check this out too: http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/hh/16/hh16c.htm
· Bacon’s Essays

http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~rbear/bacon.html

Read “Of Travel,” “Of Plantations,” “Of Masques and Triumphs,” “Of Usury,” “Of Studies”
· Montaigne “Of the Cannibals”

http://www.wwnorton.com/nto/16century/topic_2/cannibal.htm

JACOBEAN MASQUES:

For MON DEC 11

Introduction to the Jacobean Masque

Masque of Blackness (Photocopied Handout)

[For original spelling and page layout, see  http://www.uoregon.edu/~rbear/jonson1.html]
For WED DEC 13

Pleasure Reconciled to Virtue (Photocopied Handout)
