Syllabus

Course name: Aesthetics: Diversity in Criticism and Analysis of the Arts
Kód: 
U-UVON-010


Class meeting time: Monday 17.40-19.30

UB-OBV-08


Location: Room 106 – Moskovská 2

UB-CJK-16


Units: three (3)
Instructor:  Professor Julie C. Van Camp, Fulbright Lecturer

Office: Moskovská 3 – Room 317

Office hours: Mondays 15.00-17.00 and Thursdays 10.30-12.30
Office telephone: 02/50222-337

Office voicemail: 02/50222-335
E-mail (preferred contact): jvancamp@csulb.edu OR jcvancamp@earthlink.net

Content
Week One: Goals and methodologies for the course; introductions

Week Two-Three: What is aesthetics? Critical thinking about art? What is art criticism? What are philosophical questions and methodologies? How does philosophical “talk” about art differ from art appreciation, art history, and art criticism?

Week Four-Five: The nature of art from different theoretical vantage points; how different assumptions change what we see (formalist vs. expressionist vs. representation)

Week Six-Seven: Critical perspectives: the elements of description, interpretation, evaluation/judgment; evaluation of art: the meaning of the word “good”
Week Eight-Nine: The significance of gender, race, and culture in art criticism

Week Ten-Eleven:  Teaching aesthetics

Week Twelve: Summary and review

Grading: A (best) – Fx (failed)
Examinations of competence:

(1) mid-term exam: students will be given an example of art and asked to discuss it from the vantage point of specific ideas we have studied to that point (open book/open notes); the goal is to demonstrate ability to apply theoretical ideas to analysis of art (30%)

(2) final exam: essay questions demonstrating understanding of course material all term (30%)

(3) written paper: interview an art student (any discipline, including art education students) at the university; inquire as to the significance in the artist’s mind of their motivations, what they consider as art, how they believe their art should be described and evaluated, whether they consider; use course material explicitly to demonstrate understanding and applications (30%)
(4) class participation/attendance (10%)
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