Created on August 28, 2006

DR. JEFF DAVIS

SOCIOLOGY 335I
SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY
PSY-202
Section 5: 11 am -12:15 pm

Section 6: 12:30 pm – 1:45 pm


OFFICE: RM. 130, PSY

HOURS: T & TH 6:45-8:15 PM

E-MAIL: JDAVIS@CSULB.EDU

PHONE: 5-4601

Required Texts
Elijah Anderson. 1999. Code of the Street: Decency, Violence, and the Moral Life of the Inner City. New York: W. W. Norton & Company.

Brothers, Leslie. 1997/2001. Friday’s Footprint: How Society Shapes the Human Mind. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.
Malcolm Gladwell. 2002. The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference. Boston: Back Bay Books.
Michael Hechter and Christine Horne (eds.) 2003. Theories of Social Order: A Reader. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press.
Geoffrey Miller. 2000. The Mating Mind: How Sexual Choice Shaped the Evolution of Human Nature. New York, NY: Anchor Books.
Overview and Objectives
There are many areas of research within social psychology – a field of study that effectively spans multiple disciplines. Within Sociology, however, the most fundamental contribution of social psychology has been eliciting the processes through which society “builds up” from smaller-scale social interactions. The overall objective for this course is to aid your understanding of the biological, psychological, and social dynamics of these “building” processes which create and sustain social institutions and social order. Specifically we will examine the following issues: 

· The general perspective of social psychology as practiced by Sociologists

· The biological (i.e. genetic, neurological) foundations of human sociality

· Systematic and random dimensions of interaction underlying the creation of stable social orders
· How patterns of interaction between individuals and groups – even maladaptive patterns – become “locked into place” and persist over long periods of time

Evaluation Criteria
Examinations

You grade will be based on three exams. Each exam will consist of 30-40 multiple choice questions. Questions will reflect material from the readings and lectures. Each exam will be worth 1/3 of your final grade. The final examination will not be comprehensive.
Grading Scale for the Course

A (100-90), B (89-80), C (79-70), D (69-60), F (59 or less). 
PLEASE NOTE: THE UNIVERSITY’S POLICY ON PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING WILL BE UNEQUIVOCALLY ENFORCED IN THIS CLASS. IF YOU VIOLATE THIS POLICY, YOU WILL BE GIVEN ONE WARNING AND YOUR GRADE FOR THE RESPECTIVE ASSIGNMENT WILL BE ‘D’. A SECOND VIOLATION WILL RESULT IN AN ‘F’ FOR THE ASSIGNMENT AND AN ‘F’ FOR THE SEMESTER. EGREGIOUS VIOLATIONS MIGHT RESULT IN FURTHER ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION INCLUDING EXPULSION FROM THE UNIVERSITY. 
Tentative Schedule
	Topic
	Text(s) and Readings
	Week of / Notes

	Introduction to Social Psychology and the Problem of Social Order
	H&H 1, 2, 3, 5, 7
(including sections A, B, C, D)
	9/5

	Biological Foundations of Human Sociality
	Brothers 1, 2
	9/12

	
	Brothers 3, 4
	9/19

	
	Brothers 5, 6
	9/26

	
	Miller 1,2
	10/3

	
	Miller 3, 4
	10/10

	Midterm I
	Q&A 10/17
	Exam 10/19

	The Spread of Ideas: How Contagions and Random Interactions Create Stable Social Orders
	H&H 12-14, 20, 22, 25


	10/24

	
	Gladwell 1, 2, 3
	10/31

	
	Gladwell 4, 5
	11/7

	Midterm II
	Q&A 11/14
	Exam 11/16

	Microfoundations of Persistent Inequality
	H&H 24, 26 

Anderson Intro, 1, 2
	11/28

	
	Anderson 4, 5
	12/5

	
	Anderson 6,7
	12/12

	Final Exam (TBA)
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