Announcement Regarding Enrollment in Chem. 420 
(Dr. K. Nakayama)

Please be reminded that Chem. 420 continues to be impacted and so your future enrollment into the course may be delayed. Therefore, you must fill out and send the Chem. 420 survey form (found on this page) to Dr. Ken Nakayama (nakayama@csulb.edu) during the semester you are enrolled in Chem. 320A so that we can begin to plan when you will be permitted in to the course. Do not assume that you will be able to enroll in the course by contacting him a semester before your expected graduation. You are responsible for enrollment in the course such that your graduation requirements are met in a timely fashion.
It is highly recommended that you enroll in Chem. 420 immediately following the semester you complete Chem. 320B. As much as practicable, we will try to enforce this enrollment policy. We DO NOT recommend that you enroll in other upper division chemistry lab courses (such as Chem. 373, 451, or 443) concurrently with Chem. 420. Please see Dr. Roger Acey, the undergraduate advisor, about your course planning and other issues related to Chem. 420.
Transfer students with credit for organic chemistry I and II from a community college will be required to take a competency exam in organic chemistry before being allowed to enroll in Chem. 420. Under certain circumstances, you may be asked to take Chem. 320A/B to make up deficiencies. Please contact Dr. Nakayama prior to the start of your first semester at CSULB.
Instructors for Chem. 420 assumes that you have thoroughly reviewed both the theory and the practical application of organic spectroscopy such as proton and carbon NMR, IR, and mass spectrometry from Chem. 320A and B prior to enrolling in the course. Please review your past course material and sections of Pavia’s spectroscopy text that are relevant to these topics. You must also review fundamental organic reactions and their mechanism as well as acid-base chemistry. Your review must include (but not be limited to) the aldol reaction, peptide bond formation, esterification, protecting group strategies, and retrosynthetic analysis. Finally, you must be fully reacquainted with fundamental organic laboratory techniques, equipment, and glassware. They include reaction set-up, distillation, thin-layer chromatography, gas chromatography, extraction, recrystallization, and other common laboratory procedures you learned in Chem. 320B lab.

