PPA 581  GOVERNMENT COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

Fall 2001

Three Units, Section 1, #18107

Dr. Daniel M. Barber, Professor

Graduate Center for Public Policy and Administration

California State University, Long Beach

Course Information: 562-985-5247

COURSE OVERVIEW: The Graduate Center for Public Policy and Administration is pleased to offer a special session of PPA 581 Government Community Relations. You and your fellow students will enjoy experiencing and studying this important issue during our intensive course of study. There are eight off campus sites that will be visited including outstanding programs in public safety, historic preservation, economic development, trade and transportation, and emergency management.  You can look forward to learning about the problems and issues in this area and better understand the strategies and tactics that have made the various organizations we will visit so successful.  Three unit MPA elective. 

FORMAT FOR THE ON SITE VISITS:  The Graduate Center for Public Policy and Administration and California State University, Long Beach is deeply indebted to the various organizations that will host this unique seminar.  Enrollment is limited due to the size of the various facilities conference rooms, etc. that are be utilized. The local hosts use a format previously found effective  and one that includes a relatively brief 15-25 minute presentation or demonstration followed by an opportunity for questions and discussion.  

DRESS, LUNCH, AND OTHER DETAILS:  In deference to the rather full seminar schedule unless otherwise indicated, feel free to dress in casual clothes, excluding shorts and tee shirts.  Be prepared to purchase your own lunch, although a few of our hosts have indicated that they have made special arrangements for the class to be their guests. 

GRADING, PAPERS, AND EXAMS: Each student will be completing two written assignments and two examinations during the course.  The exams are done on campus but the papers are due no later than November 1st.  The mid term and final exam respectively  will be based on the readings and on the information gained from the speakers, handouts, and observations taken from the site visits.  Students will also be graded on seminar participation and spirited, informed and regular involvement.

 Two written papers are required, the first assignment is an essay on a particular theme or topic that is the exclusive subject of that particular student, such as the role of arts and historic preservation groups, financing community relations,  strategies for working with culturally diverse groups, techniques for explaining highly technical issues, etc.  The second paper is a journal of the overall seminar .  Students have responsibility for posting two essays on the Beachboard and for commenting on at least three of their fellow students essays.   Papers are due no later than November 1st.   All papers must be posted for student comment on the Beachboard system and each student must comment on at least three papers others than their own.  Free Beachboard signup for students is at the following link:

http://help.csulb.edu/jump/default.htm

Meeting Times and Course Responsibilities are as follows: Class will meet on September 14, 15, October 12, 13, and November 9, 10 roughly from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m, plus students have responsibility for posting two essays on the Beachboard and for commenting on at least three of their fellow students essays.

POINT DISTRIBUTION FOR COURSE ELEMENTS 

 COURSE ELEMENT                 



POINTS TO BE EARNED

Mid Term Examination (October 13th)



20

Final Examination (November 10th)




25

Essay Number One- special topic




20

Essay Number Two- general





20

Seminar Participation






15

Total Possible Points in the Final Grade



100

Recommended Texts: 

1.
Public Relations on the Net: Winning Strategies to Inform and Influence the Media, the Investment Community, the Government, the Public, and More! by Shel Holtz AMACOM; ISBN: 0814479871

2.
Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community, Robert D. Putnam, Touchstone Books, August 2001.  ISBN  0743203046

3. 
Municipalities and Community Participation: A  Sourcebook for Capacity Building.   Jannelle Plummer.  Earthscan Pubns Ltd; ISBN: 185383744X 

4. 
, The Quickening of America.  Frances Moore Lappe and Paul Martin DuBois

San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, Inc.  Publishers, 1994.

5.
Read your local papers for news on locales and issues that we will be visiting during this course and when possible bring clippings to class

CLASS NUMBER ONE

SEPTEMBER 14 - Course Orientation / TBA

Morning Session

Start:  9:00 am

Location:  CSULB,  ET 103 



Topic: Course introduction and overview of the history of government community relations in the United States.  Discussion of course site visits, papers, exams, and other details

Lunch

Start:  11:45 am

Location: 
Prop Room Restaurant (562) 497-0480 Long Beach Airport


Directions:  
Take the Lakewood exit off the 405 Head North on Lakewood. Turn left on Wardlow into the Long Beach Airport  (PARKING WILL BE VALIDATED-LUNCH WON’T) 

The restaurant is located on the second floor of the main terminal Park in the short-term parking structure.


Menu: Small tossed green salad

Seafood jambalaya

Dirty rice

Roll and butter

Coffee, iced tea, soft drinks

Cold lemon souffle with white wine sauce

     *
there will be a $9 charge for food, tax and tip

Afternoon Session

Start:  1:00 pm

Organization: Long Beach Airport (562) 421-8295

Topic:
The role and impact of a commercial airport in a residential setting. Airport as good neighbors:  noise monitoring and abatement strategy. Airports as a business stimulant and service provider.  Discussion and tour of on Airport Firefighting and Emergency Services, FAA Tower tour and briefing

 Additional Field visits TBA on 

SEPTEPTER 15

OCTOBER 12, 13

NOVEMBER 9,10

TOPICS: In total there are eight off campus sites that will be visited including outstanding programs in public safety, historic preservation, economic development, trade and transportation, and emergency management.  You can look forward to learning about the problems and issues in this area and better understand the strategies and tactics that have made the various organizations we will visit so successful

FINAL CLASS

NOVEMBER 10 - Course Review and Final Exam

Start:  9:30 am

Location:  CSULB Room ET 103

Topics: 
Review of course and group discussion

Presentation of term papers

Final exam

End:  12:30 pm
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