POSC 422

Public Opinion

Dr. Dennis


Office Hours: M – 10-11, W – 1-2, SPA-227


Phone:

Home: (562) 597-7287  I encourage you to call me at home with

   your questions.




Office: (562) 985-4711



Fax:     (562) 985-4979


e-mail: cdennis@csulb.edu  (Phoning me at home is much better 


than e-mail for asking and answering questions.  Also, either 


through not checking my messages or computer difficulties, I 


may not return your e-mail quickly enough to be useful.)

Public Opinion


In a democracy, public opinion should have an important impact on public policy.  Therefore, in a democracy, public opinion should be a very important topic.  This course examines the method by which people form political opinions.  For example, why do some people hold predominately conservative opinions while others hold predominately liberal opinions?  This course will also examine the views of the American public on a wide variety of issues.  For example, how much public support is there for “privatizing” Social Security?  How interventionist a foreign policy does the American public want?


While the distribution of public opinion is important (e.g., the percentage of the public that holds various positions on issues) it is also important to account for changes in the distribution of public opinion.  For example, do reports that Social Security will “run out of money” produce more support for “privatizing” Social Security?  Additionally, this course will examine why some individuals change their opinions and others do not.  


Democratic theory suggests that as long as minority rights are not violated, public policy should be reasonably congruent with majority public opinion.  One of the major topics of this course will concern how much impact public opinion actually has on public policy.  For example, are public opinion polls best thought of as a method by which policymakers  learn what the public thinks, or as a means by which policymakers  manipulate the public to think what policymakers want them to think?

Your grade will be based upon three equally weighted factors: your cumulative score on a series of unannounced quizzes (less your three lowest quiz scores), your cumulative score on two assignments, and a comprehensive final examination.  Missed quizzes are automatically dropped.  Thus, in order to be eligible for a make-up quiz, you would have to miss four quizzes (i.e., one more than the number dropped) and have a valid excuse for the fourth missed quiz.  Furthermore, in order to take a make-up quiz, you must notify me within one week after the quiz was given in class.  Examinations and quizzes will contain both essay and objective questions.  Any assignment turned in after the end of the class period on the date due will be lowered 10 points per day late.  Just so there is not a misunderstanding, assignments turned in later than the class period on the date due are considered one day late.  Excuses such as you forgot to bring the assignment to school or that your computer malfunctioned are not accepted.  Do not e-mail an assignment.  If you give your assignment to someone else to turn in, you bear the responsibility.


I use a relative grading method.  Thus, your grade is determined by how well you score relative to other students.  For example, six out of ten points on a quiz is an excellent score if everyone else scores lower, but a poor score if everyone else scores higher.  The final grades in the course are geared to the average grade distribution for upper division political science courses (approximately 2.7 on a 4.0 scale).


The number and importance of the unannounced quizzes means that to be successful you need to both read the assignment by the date due and regularly attend class.  If you use your dropped quizzes to cover missed quizzes, this will likely force you to count quizzes you took, but scored poorly on.  As you will probably average one, or more quizzes per week, attendance and preparation are critical.


As I mentioned at the top of the syllabus, I encourage you to call me at home with your questions.  I will never make you feel foolish for having asked a question.  As one who has asked a seemingly infinite number of “foolish” questions, I under stand one’s reluctance to admit ignorance.  Furthermore, do not avoid calling me because you feel so confused you would not know what to ask.  Just call me at home and I can help you.  However, I can only help you if you give me the opportunity.  Your best strategy is to call me at home before 8 p.m.

The required texts for the course are as follows:

(1) American Public Opinion, 7th edition, by Robert S. Erikson and Kent L. 


Tedin (hereafter “Erikson and Tedin”);

(2) Navigating Public Opinion, edited by Jeff Manza, Fay Lomax Cook and 
Benjamin I. Page (hereafter “Manza, Cook and Page”) 

Assignments

Please Note: Always bring the assigned book to class.  Additionally, always keep up with the dates below.  Even if class is cancelled, we will make the dates below.

Assignment 1 – Erikson and Tedin, pp. 1-52 due read by 9/7

Potential quiz questions include: How do Geer and Ginsberg differ on the impact of public opinion polls? (12-14: Geer – polls strengthen democracy because politicians have a more accurate reading of public opinion and are, thus unlikely to pursue policies that are unpopular; Ginsberg – polls make public opinion a less potent force – group leaders and activists’ opinions are reduced in importance because everyone, including those without well-formed opinions, can be polled and thus, counted equally)  What do Erikson and Tedin think of the applicability of the Rational-Activist Model?  (17-18: places too much of a burden on the electorate to follow politics and to communicate with elected officials as well as too much of a burden on officials to monitor public opinion) What is a sample? (26: that part of the population selected for analysis) What makes a sample random? (26: every member of the population has an equal chance of being selected)  If we have a random sample of approximately 1,100 adults, 55% of whom think President Bush is doing a good job as president and the poll has a sample error of 3%, then 95% of the time Bush’s “true” popularity lies between what two percentages?  (28: 52% to 58%) How accurate were the Literary Digest polls of 1920-32? (30: very accurate) Why did the accuracy of Literary Digest poll noticeably change in 1936? (30: 1 - incorrectly specifying the “population” – i.e., oversampling Republicans - brought about by a nonrandom design which over contacted upper status groups – those who had phones or cars – accentuated by a low response rate – 22% - in 1936 upper status groups were more likely to respond – also by sending out questionnaires early they missed a late “pro-Roosevelt” trend toward the end of the election; 2 – social class bias didn’t matter as much in the earlier elections because social class wasn’t nearly as strongly related to the vote as in 1936 – impact of the New Deal) What is the principle advantage of telephone surveying? (32: low cost) What is the most important weakness of telephone surveys? (33: low response rate may produce nonrandom results – e.g., refusals today seem to be more among higher SES groups – p. 34)  What are “order effects”? (36: the order in which the questions are asked can influence the results) What is probably the most important problem in using pre-election polls to predict the final vote? (the correct answer isn’t that people change their minds) (45 – defining the population – i.e., we don’t know who will vote)

Assignment 2 – Erikson and Tedin, pp. 53-115 due read by 9/12

You may be quizzed on Table 3.10 (page 74) before it is discussed in class.   The following discussion will help you interpret Table 3.10.  In this table, Erikson and Tedin use a statistic called “gamma.”  Gamma is a measure of association between variables (just keep reading).  Variables are concepts that assume different values.  Thus, opinion on national health insurance is a variable because everyone doesn’t have the same opinion (i.e., some favor national health insurance while others oppose it).   Section “A” of Table 3.10 on page 74 shows the association between those favoring an increase in domestic spending and those favoring national health insurance.  From examining the results, you can see that 48% favored both increased domestic spending and national health insurance (upper left corner) with 23% opposing both (lower right corner).   Additionally, 8%  opposed increased domestic spending but favored national health insurance (upper right corner) while 17% favored increased domestic spending but opposed national health insurance (lower left corner).  Now, let us say instead of the previous results, the table had read as follows: favor both increased domestic spending and national health insurance: 54%; oppose both increased domestic spending and national health insurance: 46%; oppose increased domestic spending but favor national health insurance: 0%; favor increased domestic spending but oppose national health insurance: 0%.  Had the results been as just stated, then once you knew whether or not someone favored increased domestic spending, you could perfectly predict their attitude toward national health insurance.  If that had occurred, then gamma would have assumed the highest possible value: 1.0.  Notice in Section A of Table 3.10 that the actual gamma is .81.  This is high (i.e., you can reasonably accurately predict someone’s opinion on national health insurance by knowing their position on increasing domestic spending).  By contrast, notice in Section D of Table 3.10 that gamma is only .15.  This is rather low.  This low gamma occurs because a person’s attitude about abortion is not very strongly related to their opinion about national health insurance.  Notice that the four percentages in Section F are all between 20% and 34% (i.e., not that much variation).  If the percentages are all similar then knowing how one’s opinion on abortion does not allow us to predict their opinion on national health insurance much more accurately than if we did not know their opinion on abortion (hence the low gamma of .15).  

Potential quiz questions include:  How does the level of political knowledge held by the public today compare with 50 years ago? (56: no greater, despite increased education) According to Converse, why do so many people change their positions on issues?  (63-64: they don’t really have an opinion in the first place, nonattitudes)  How does Converse’s explanation for response instability differ from the “measurement error” explanation? (64-65: Converse – many people lack the political sophistication to form “crystallized opinions; “measurement error” – it’s not the people, but the survey instrument that is the problem)  What is Zaller and Feldman’s contribution to the discussion of why respondents change their opinions? (65-66: because most people hold competing values and they change their opinion depending upon which “value” has been stimulated)  How do the views of self-identified liberals differ from the views of self-identified conservatives? (67-69: conservatives more opposed to “big government” except in law and order and national security than liberals; conservatives are more moralistic and liberals more permissive)  How is an “ideological” voter different from a “group benefits” voter? (70-71: “ideological” voters view politicians through ideology whereas “groups benefits” voters ask how supportive a candidate or party is of the particular group the voter represents) How ideological is the typical voter? (70, 76: not that much – least sophisticated half of the electorate doesn’t grasp what ideology means)  What is the relationship level of information and ideological consistency?  (75-76, 80-81: positive – greater levels of information associated with more ideological consistency)  What does it mean to say that the American electorate is ideologically conservative but operationally liberal? (86-88: in the abstract they take conservative opinions – really libertarian positions, but favor restrictions in concrete applications such as the minimum wage or banning flag desecration)  How does support for civil rights differ between commitment to abstract goals and policies to implement those goals? (90: support is greater in the abstract than for the means to implement them)  What is the difference between the “symbolic racism” and “politics” positions on explaining support for civil rights policies? (93: “symbolic racism” – there has been little change in white’s attitudes about African-Americans, which remain mostly hostile; “politics” – the central problem of racial politics is not prejudice but rather that the agenda of the civil rights movement has changed from equality of opportunity to equality of outcome – i.e., a conflict with the notion of equal treatment for all) How would you characterize majority public opinion on law and order? (99-101: rather conservative – strong support for tough sentences and the notion that judges are too lenient) How do attitudes toward the death penalty relate to changes in the crime rate? (100-101: up to 1990 support for the death penalty was positively related to the violent crime rate; however, since 1990 the association has disappeared – it seems that political rhetoric and media coverage, not the objective crime rate, are driving political support for anti-crime policies)  What is the relationship between ideological mood or ideological identification and partisanship (also called “macropartisanship”)? (108: none – see the third paragraph on page 108)  What is the relationship between “consumer expectations” (or “leading economic indicators”) and presidential popularity? (112: positive – economists’ predictions are reported by the media and the public then utilizes this information in evaluating the president) According to the text, are retrospective or prospective economic evaluations more important in determining presidential popularity? (112: prospective)

Assignment 3 – Erikson and Tedin, pp. 116-176 due read by 9/19

Potential quiz questions include: Among high school seniors, how does the popularity of Congress and the courts compare with the popularity of the flag? (121: the flag is much more popular than either Congress or the courts)  Concerning trust in government, how do adolescents differ from adults? (122: more trusting)  How would you characterize the relationship between the political attitudes of parents and their children? (124: moderate – stronger on integration and much weaker on allowing an elected Communist to serve) Do college educated people hold different opinions than non-college educated people because of college or because of factors prior to college? (134-135: both – college bound youth were more tolerant in high school than non-college bound youth)  What is the difference between lifecycle and generational effects on opinion? (137-138: lifecycle means that the stage of life a person is at impacts their opinions – i.e., longitudinal; generational is the notion that a group which is all roughly the same age can be similarly impact by something – e.g., Great Depression – i.e., cross-sectional) What is the “mobilization” theory of realignment? (139: that new voters – typically the young – lead realignments; the authors also believe that the “conversion” theory helps explain realignment – i.e., that some older voters also convert during realignments) How do lifecycle effects alter the strength of partisan attachments? (140: strength of partisan attachment increases with age)  In the Bennington study, how important were attitudes held during college as opposed to opinions formed after college? (143-144: both were important, but the college year differences explained more of the variance than post-college experiences)  Is support for democratic values greater in the abstract (e.g., in favor of “free speech for all”) or the specific (e.g., for a Communist wanting to speak in Long Beach)? (150: much greater in the abstract)  Typically, how successful are ballot initiatives that deprive a group of either civil liberties or rights? (152: typically successful – greater than 75% of such initiatives pass) According to Sullivan and his collaborators, how does tolerance in the U.S. today compare with 40-50 years ago? (153-154: virtually no change)  Concerning the impact of the September 11th attacks on support for civil liberties, what were the best predictors of one’s willingness to reduce civil liberties? (156: perception of another attack soon plus a high level of trust in government – the greater the degree of perceived threat and the greater the level of trust in government, the greater the support for reducing civil liberties) What is the theory of democratic elitism? (156-159: that elites are the primary supporters of tolerance) How much support is there for the theory of democratic elitism? (157-159: the authors are skeptical – the support is typically based upon the relationship between education and tolerance – while elites are more tolerant in the abstract and learn the socially desirable answers, they don’t seem that much more tolerant in applied circumstances; also, masses aren’t that intolerant)  What reasons do Erikson and Tedin advance for change in the level of political trust? (163-166: 1 – events – Watergate lowered trust while September 11th increased it; 2 – presidential approval – a positive association between the level of presidential approval and the level of trust) What appears to be the relationship between authoritarianism and opinion? (171-173: authoritarians are more socially conformist, less politically tolerant and less racially tolerant)

Assignment 4 – Erikson and Tedin, pp. 177-245 due read by 9/26

Potential quiz questions include: What is the relationship between social class/income and opinion on economic issues? (178-181: negative – as class/income increases support for social welfare spending decreases) What is the relationship between social status and opinion on noneconomic domestic issues? (181-182: positive – as class increases noneconomic liberalism increases) What is the relationship between social class and opinion on foreign policy? (182-184: generally, the higher one’s social class the less isolationist the opinion – although the relationship is rather modest when it comes to sending troops abroad) What is the relationship between social class and party affiliation? (184-186: As class increases, Democratic partisanship decreases – although by either education or occupation, the relationship weakens) Among African-Americans, what is the relationship between social class and opinion? (189: not much, group identification is much stronger than class identification)  How does opinion on affirmative action differ by race? (188-189: African-Americans are much more supportive than whites)  What is the relationship between age and interest in politics? (194: the young are less interested in politics)  How are the opinions of religious fundamentalists different than non-fundamentalists? (200-201: generally, fundamentalists are more conservative – especially on social issues) After we remove the effects of such factors as religion, income and education, does region have much effect on opinion? (203: yes)  What is the relationship between gender and opinion on issues of compassion? (208-209: women are more compassionate than men) What three changes have occurred during the “Era of the New Media”? (215: 1 – move away from objective journalism toward interpretive journalism; 2 – absorption of the once numerous independent media by a small number of huge media conglomerates; 3 – fragmentation of the media brought about by cable TV and the Internet) According to John Zaller, what is the impact of media fragmentation on the quality of news? (219: lowered it – in-depth coverage issues decreases as competition increases – I’d guess because the typical view doesn’t want in-depth coverage and increasing competition means more catering to the typical viewer) According to Thomas Patterson, what is the “real bias” in the media? (225: “ingrained cynicism” - a bias in favor of “negative” to “positive” stories about both politicians and public officials in general) According to early researchers, what was the impact of the mass media on presidential choice? (228: minimal effects because of 1 – the anchor of partisanship – early deciders; 2 – perceptual screening – voters paid particular attention to messages from candidates they agreed with; 3 – personal conversation more important than the media in helping people form political judgments)  What is the relationship between message awareness and message acceptance?  (229-230: the more aware of a message you are – e.g., the politically sophisticated – the less likely you are to accept it) According to contemporary scholarship, what are processes by which the media impact public opinion? (230: 1 - agenda setting - the media doesn’t tell you what to think, but rather “what to think about”; 2 – priming – how citizens use political issues to evaluate political figures – from p. 233 the example of 1992 when the economy was overwhelmingly referred to in negative terms which then impacted how voters viewed President Bush; 3 – framing – the way issues are presented to the public -  from p. 233 – are poverty programs presented as a “helping hand” or a “government handout”) Demographically, who is the primary audience for talk radio? (236: older white males) What did the Limbaugh/Bush/McCain example seem to demonstrate? (236: that Limbaugh seemed to help Bush – the sample was composed entirely of Republicans, therefore self-selection wasn’t a problem) When we isolate the relative impact of television and newspapers, which of the two seems to be the more informative? (240: newspapers)

Assignment 5 – Erikson and Tedin, pp. 246-301 due read by 10/3

Potential quiz questions include: What is the “normal vote”? (248-249: basically, the party-line division of the vote – short-term forces and defections largely equal between the parties - similar to the division of the vote in congressional elections) In terms of information level, how do partisan defectors compare to those who do not defect from their party? (251: typically, defectors are less well informed) In terms of matching the candidate with their philosophy, how well did the electorate perform in the 2000 presidential election? (254: pretty accurate – on all issues a majority saw Gore as more liberal than Bush – most accurate when asked who was the more liberal or conservative candidate) How does information level effect the relationship between the voter’s ideological position and their vote choice? (258-259: the greater the information level, the stronger the relationship between ideological position and vote choice) What is the relationship between per capita income growth and share of the national vote for the president’s party? (264-265: positive – the greater the growth, the greater the share of the vote going to the president’s party)  What is the “Downsian Model”?  (266-267: rational voter model – the voter votes for the candidate or party that they perceive to be ideologically closer to them) How much research support is there for the “Downsian Model”? (267-270: quite a bit, especially in congressional elections)  By background, how are members of Congress atypical of the public? (275-276: too interested in politics, too well educated, too professional, etc) When matching direct polling of the public with the votes of Congress on civil liberties legislation, how representative of the public were members of Congress? (277: very representative) How representative of the public were state legislators? (277: very representative) What is the relationship between the partisanship of a state’s electorate and the partisanship of that same state’s delegation to the U.S. Senate? (278-279: very strong – Democratic electorates elect Democratic senators) How do the views of party activists correspond to the less active members of their party (i.e., non-activists)? (280: activists are more extreme) Are party platforms a reasonably accurate guide to what parties do if they gain control? (282-283: yes) How good a predictor of their voting pattern is a congressman’s party affiliation? (283-285, 290-291: very good) What groups gain or lose under Democratic party control? (286: downscale groups gain and upscale groups lose) Do legislators vote more in accordance with public opinion the closer an election nears? (290-292: yes)  How much information do most constituents have about the policy positions of their representatives? (295: not much) If the public knows little about legislators’ voting records, why should legislators care about public opinion? (295-96: head off future electoral problems) How do the authors characterize the power of interest groups? (298-300: they have power, but not as much as commonly thought)  According to the authors, how much impact would campaign finance reform have on the influence of interest groups? (299: probably not that much – organized interests would still possess the advantages of information, expertise, and direct monitoring of government officials – the gain might be that a group’s bankroll would play a smaller role in determining its degree of influence – elected leaders might then have to pay more attention to “potential” votes rather than potential cash)  

Assignment 6 – Erikson and Tedin, pp. 302-313 due read by 10/10
Please Note: The first paper is due on 10/17.   You could start this week!

Potential quiz questions include: According to the Monroe study, what was the relationship between change in public opinion and change in public policy? (304-305: fairly strong – policy usually changed in the direction of change in public opinion) According to the Page and Shapiro study, what was the relationship between change in public opinion and change in public policy? (305: fairly strong – policy usually changed in the direction of change in public opinion)  What was the relationship between changes in public mood and changes in public policy? (305-306: fairly strong – policy usually changed in the direction of change in public opinion) At the state level, what was the relationship between public opinion and public policy? (306-307: fairly strong – more liberal state electorates result in more liberal policies)

Assignment 7 is to be submitted on 10/17
Using what you have read in Erikson and Tedin, how would you assess the following statement: American democracy does not work well because political parties do not offer coherent and different choices to the voter and elected representatives do not seem to follow public opinion.  Make sure you work alone.  I do not want a “group” project.  Submitting similar papers and telling me that you “studied together” is not acceptable.  Avoid using quotations.  In my experience, the primary reason people use quotations in this type of assignment is that they do not understand the material well enough to put it in their own words.  When you cite the text, use the author’s last name and the page number in parentheses (e.g., Erikson and Tedin, p. 39).  The paper is to be no longer than 4 typed pages.  I will not read anything after the fourth page.  You may single space if you so desire.  Papers should be submitted at the beginning of class on the date due.  Papers submitted later than the end of the class period on the date due are considered one day late and lose 10 points.  If you give your paper to someone else to turn in, you bear the responsibility if they do not submit the paper on time.  Excuses such as you forgot “to save” on your computer or that your typewriter ribbon broke will not be accepted.  The paper is worth 60 points. The points will be distributed as follows: 25 for the strength of your ideas; 25 for how well you use the assigned literature to support your ideas; and 10 for mechanics.  Only typed papers will be accepted.  Do not e-mail or fax your paper.

Assignment 8 –  Manza, Cook and Page, pp. 17-85 due read by 10/24

Do Not be Concerned about the statistics in the Erikson, MacKuen and Stimson articles.  I will explain them in class.  Also, the page numbers referred to in the Erikson, MacKuen and Stimson article will not match up (they were based on the articles appearing in the book in a different order).
Potential quiz questions include: According to Manza and Cook, what are the three distinct images of the link between public opinion and publc policy? (17-18: 1 – public opinion exerts large and enduring effects on public policy; 2 – public opinion exerts small and declining effects on public policy; 3 – public opinion exerts contingent effects on public policy based upon historical and institutional factors) According to Manza and Cook, what is the nature of the evidence that the proponents of the “large effects” view offer? (19-21: movement in broad indicators of public opinion and/or public policy, time-series studies or case studies) According to Manza and Cook, what are the theories behind the “small effects” view? (23: 1 – the autonomy of both elected officials and bureaucrats from the mass public; 2 – the public doesn’t have a crystallized opinion – either non-attitudes or an opinion that can be manipulated) According to Manza and Cook, under what circumstances do the “contingency impact” proponents claim that public opinion will have a strong effect on public policy? (28: high salience, strong opinion – not bifurcated, new policy area-little history and/or few interest groups involved, and low costs)  Why do Erikson, MacKuen and Stimson use time-series analysis? (36: temporal - to see if opinion change preceded policy change)  What is the relationship between “mood” and policy?  (40: positive – more liberal mood leads to more liberal policies) What is the relationship between Democratic control of government and policy? (41: greater Democratic control leads to more liberal policies) How does “mood” change in response to policy? (43-44: negatively – more liberal policies lead to more conservative mood)  What is the relationship between “mood” and elections? (45-46: the more liberal the mood, the greater Democratic strength in officeholders)  According to Jacobs and Shapiro, are politicians becoming more, or less, faithful to centrist public opinion? (34-35: less) Why? (59-61: direct primary caused party activists to become more important and party leaders less important which resulted in more extremist candidates, greater cohesion within the parties and a greater difference between the parties – also a great increase in the number of interest groups that could mobilize particular groups of voters) According to Jacobs and Shapiro, do elections increase or decrease the responsiveness of elected politicians to centrist public opinion?  (62: increase it)  What is “overaggregation”? (70: lumping many different policy areas together to formulate Stimson’s “mood” measure) Jacobs and Shapiro use Clinton’s health care plan and Gingrich’s Contract with America as examples of politicians attempting to mold public opinion to support their policies.  How do Erikson, MacKuen and Stimson reply to these examples?  (80: both failed – public opinion wasn’t that “malleable” -  both politicians “overshot” public opinion and lost ground in the next election) Jacobs and Shapiro claim that more polarized political parties lead to a decline in responsiveness to centrist public opinion.  How do Erikson, MacKuen and Stimson reply to this? (81: polarized parties offer voters a clearer choice, and hence increase responsiveness) Jacobs and Shapiro criticize Erikson, MacKuen and Stimson for using an aggregated measure of public opinion.  How to Erikson, MacKuen and Stimson respond to this criticism? (83: 1 - aggregated measure make it more difficult – by potential increasing measurement error- to find a relationship; 2 – “mood” only measures the common element of change, not all movements)

Assignment 9 – Manza, Cook and Page, pp. 86-137 due read by 10/31 

Potential quiz questions include: According to Burstein, what conditions lead to public opinion having a strong effect on public policy? (88-89: high issue salience and unambiguous public opinion) According to Burstein, when do party and ideology strongly influence public opinion? (89: when public opinion is either ambiguous or sharply divided)  Are Burstein’s findings closer to Erikson, MacKuen and Stimson or Jacobs and Shapiro?

(99, 102: Erikson, MacKuen and Stimson) Why? (99: Congress responded to public opinion, not the reverse – also p. 102) According to R. Kent Weaver, how did public attitudes about welfare change over the early 1990s? (119-120: in terms of adults on welfare, more punitive, increasing thought that too much was spent on welfare, poor are responsible for their plight, work should be required of mothers with young children) Even though we had a Democratic president, why were the Republicans able to obtain so many of the welfare provisions they wanted?  (120: welfare was so unpopular, by controlling Congress Republicans controlled the agenda, politicians could not be seen as opposing change when the public thinks that virtually any change would be an improvement)  According to Weaver, when do “politicians pander”? (121: if four criteria are met: 1 – the issue is highly salient to voters; 2 – the status quo is highly unpopular; 3 – the politician’s ideal point is far from the voter’s ideal point; 4 – the issue is framed as one of an alternative versus an unpopular status quo)  According to Domhoff, who is “on top” in the policy-planning process? (127: corporate community/upper class) According to Domhoff, if public opinion were to become more liberal and policy became more liberal, why would this not necessarily mean that policy reflected public opinion? (128: because the power elite removes the more liberal policy options that the public might actually favor – thus, if policy mood is congruent with policy change, it may reflect a policy change only from very conservative to moderately conservative policies) How does Domhoff analyze welfare policy? (132: an attempt by the economic elite to discredit the poor and prevent public service jobs that would produce a tighter labor market – and hence higher wages) 

Assignment 10 – Manza, Cook and Page, pp. 141-200 due read by 11/7 

Potential quiz questions include: According to Cook, Barabas and Page, why did President Clinton talk about Social Security so frequently? (147: three reasons – 1 – “problem stream” – the perception of pending crisis in Social Security; 2 – “political” – Clinton needed political support and Social Security has been a “Democratic issue”; 3 – “policy proposals” – Clinton could use saving Social Security as a method of blunting Republican attempts to spend the surplus on a tax cut)  According to Jacobs and Shapiro (as cited in Cook, Barabas and Page), what prompted the decline in public confidence in Social Security? (156: loss of confidence in government in the aftermath of Watergate and Vietnam)  When presented with both the “pros” and “cons”, how supportive is the public of privatizing Social Security? (166-167: not that much: when given a choice between a stock market account with no guarantees and a government guaranteed benefit plan, only about 1/3 favored the stock market plan)  According to Herbst, which has the greater impact on state legislative staffers: public opinion or interest group opinion?  (173-174: interest group opinion) Why? (173-174: polls don’t reveal how the public evaluates the tradeoffs that policymakers confront; polls don’t often deal with the specific policies the legislature is considering; polls don’t tell the respondent’s intensity)  According to Herbst, how did state legislative staffers view the media? (178: as a surrogate for public opinion – it was public opinion) Why? (183: thousands of readers are exposed to the same material)  According to Shapiro and Jacobs, does public opinion likely have a greater impact of foreign or domestic policy? (184-185,187: domestic policy)  Why? (196: foreign policy is more complex and public usually has less information about it) According to Shapiro and Jacobs, which is more stable: public opinion about foreign policy or about domestic policy? (185: domestic policy – foreign policy attitudes are more driven by events - which can change rapidly) Now that the Cold War is over, do Shapiro and Jacobs think that the impact of public opinion on foreign policy is most likely to increase or decrease? (198-200: likely decrease) Why? (198-200: the frame of reference that the public had viewed foreign policy through, the Cold War, is gone)

Assignment 11 – Manza, Cook and Page, pp. 201-250 due read by 11/14

Please Note: The second paper is due on 11/21.   You could start this week!
Potential quiz questions include: According to Kull and Ramsay, what do policy practioners think public opinion is on foreign policy issues such as the role of America in the world, the role of the United Nations, foreign aid and defense spending?  (203-204: Americans want to disengage from the world; 205 – Americans are either ambivalent or negative toward the United Nations; 208 – Americans have a negative attitude toward foreign aid; 209 – Americans want either the same, or more, money spent on defense) According to Kull and Ramsay, how accurate were the practioner views of American public opinion? (203-209: not very accurate – Americans want engagement, support the U.N., support the same, or even a higher, level of foreign aid and would tolerate reductions in defense spending) According to Kull and Ramsay, why do policy practioners mis-read public opinion? (213-215: similar to Herbst’s findings – 1 - They aren’t interested in polls; 2 – respond to the vocal public as if it were the majority of the public; 3 – view Congress and the Media as the mirrors – i.e., representative of – public opinion; 4 – have a dim view of the capabilities of the public)  According to Gilens (as discussed in the Miller article), what do “errors” in survey experiments often tell us? (222: something substantive – if respondents vary their answer according to the race of the interviewer, this may tell us something about race relations) How does Miller assess the viability of using constituent mail to measure public opinion? (231: with some trepidation – it would have the be adjusted because these are highly politically active citizens; it is potentially difficult for scholars to have access to constituent mail; the content of the mail may be difficult to interpret – i.e., what does it tell us?) According to Gilens, what are four methods by which an ordinary survey can be transformed into an experiment? (234: 1 – random alternate wording of questions; 2 – randomly changing the context is which the questions are asked – e.g., changing the order of the questions; 3 – randomly alternating the characteristics of the interviewer – e.g., by race; alternate the survey modes –e.g., phone, in-person, etc.) What did Gilen’s example of the impact of changing the question wording have on white citizen’s attitudes toward welfare? (236-237: while the view of a white welfare recipient had little impact of attitudes toward welfare, the view white’s had of an African-American on welfare had a strong impact on their views of welfare) What did Gilen’s example of question context have on white attitudes toward African-Americans? (238: if questions about affirmative action were asked prior to attitudes toward African-Americans the responses were much more negative than if the questions about affirmative action were not asked prior to questions concerning attitudes about African-Americans) According to Gilens, what did the “list” experiment reveal about attitudes toward affirmative action?

(245: liberals are reluctant to give negative answers about affirmative action because of a strong commitment to racial harmony and equality.  If you remove this effect, liberals and conservatives have about the same attitudes toward affirmative action – thus you need an interaction term between commitment to racial equality and political philosophy.)   

Assignment 12 –  is to be submitted on 11/21 

One of the most important questions in a democracy concerns how representative public policy is of public opinion.  Some of the authors in the Manza, Cook and Page book argue that public opinion has a large impact on public policy while other authors argue that the impact of public opinion on public policy is rather small.  Based upon the readings in  Manza, Cook and Page, and class lectures, what do you think is the relationship between public opinion and public policy?  Support your argument by integrating the evidence offered in Manza, Cook and Page with class lectures/discussions.  Thus, do not just summarize an article.  This does not show me that you can integrate the articles.  Make sure you work alone.  I do not want a “group” project.  Submitting similar papers and telling me that you “studied together” is not acceptable.  Avoid using quotations.  In my experience, the primary reason people use quotations in this type of assignment is that they do not understand the material well enough to put it in their own words.  When you cite the text, use the author’s last name and the page number in parentheses (e.g., Manza, Cook and Page, p. 39).  The paper is to be no longer than 4 typed pages.  I will not read anything after the fourth page.  You may single space if you so desire.  The paper should be submitted at the beginning of class on the date due.  Papers submitted later than the end of the class period on the date due are considered one day late and lose 10 points.  If you give your paper to someone else to turn in, you bear the responsibility if they do not submit the paper on time.  Excuses such as you forgot “to save” on your computer or that your typewriter ribbon broke will not be accepted.  The paper is worth 60 points. The points will be distributed as follows: 25 for the strength of your ideas; 25 for how well you use the assigned literature to support your ideas; and 10 for mechanics.  Only typed papers will be accepted.  Do not e-mail or fax your paper.

Assignment 13 – Manza, Cook and Page, pp. 251-312 due read by 11/28
Please Note: Do not worry about how probabilities are calculated in the Manski article.  Additionally, do not worry about the table on page 287.  I will discuss both of these topics in class.
Potential quiz questions include: According to Manski, what are the advantages of probability polling? (254-255: 1 – A well defined numerical scale for expressing uncertainty; 2 – empirical assessment of the internal consistency and external accuracy of respondent’s expectations is possible – researcher can compare elicited subjective probabilities with known event frequencies; 3 – usefulness of elicited expectations in predicting future outcomes)  According to the research reviewed by Manski, how able is the public to answer in numerical terms? (rather able)

According to Witte and Howard, what are the advantages of internet polling? (274-275: 1 – huge samples; 2 – controlling the stimuli a respondent receives – i.e., the flow of information to the respondent; 3 – extract richer information from the respondent; 4 – quickly reconnect if a follow-up is necessary; 5 – more complex experimental designs; 6 – interactive nature of the internet may make respondent’s feel more interested in the research) According to Witte and Howard, what are the disadvantages of internet polling? (275: 1 – lack of an interviewer – can’t gauge if the respondent is being prompted; 2 – interest groups might try to distort the outcome – ballot stuffing, etc.; 3 – most importantly, potentially biased sample)  According to Witte and Howard, approximately what percentage of telephone numbers dialed result in a completed telephone survey? (280: 1 in 7) According to Lee, what is wrong with using opinion polls to represent public opinion? (294-296: 1- they manufacture an opinion that might not exist; 2 – polls become a method of social control; 3 – that everyone’s opinion is equal – i.e., opinion leaders, or those who might act, should “count for more” than passive people; 4 – that everyone holds an opinion – similar to point #1; 5 – consensus exists about what questions warrant asking; 6 – polls treat opinion as “static” when it is actually “dynamic” – i.e., changing with the time and events)  According to Lee, what limitations of polling were revealed during the civil rights era? (300-301: 1 – racism – polls about civil rights were rare before the civil rights era and were conducted typically on whites – presuming we “knew” what the opinion of African-Americans was; 2 – that polls lagged events and hence, could not be used to assess opinion formation – i.e., polls were only conducted after events occurred – we need to know what triggered the events/what moved people to riot, etc.)  According to Lee, what might be a viable alternative to measuring public opinion through polls?  (304-308: constituency mail)

Assignment 14 – Manza, Cook and Page, pp. 315-344 due read by 12/5

Note: Do not be considered with the technical/statistical points raised in Page’s article.  I will discuss these in class.  Just focus on the substance of his discussion.

Potential quiz questions include: According to Taylor, what are the two central contributions that opinion polls make to democracy? (316: 1 – let the voice of the people be heard; 2 – makes it much more difficult for governments to “steal” elections) In a famous book, E. E. Schattschneider argued that America is only a semi-sovereign (as opposed to completely sovereign) nation.  According to Page, how valid is Schnattschneider’s  

argument? (325: very valid) Why?  (325: governments do respond to public opinion, but there is also considerable room for interest groups, party activists, and policymakers to prevail against public opinion – also, they can manipulate public opinion – and various policy options may be kept “off the table” – all this varies with the time and salience of the issue)

Is Page’s view of policy responsiveness closer to Jacobs and Shapiro or Erikson, MacKuen and Stimson?  (326-335: Jacobs and Shapiro) How similar is Page’s view of the value of public opinion polls to Lee’s view?

(339-340: Not very)  Why? (339-340: 1 – feasibility - polls are more feasible than the alternative – e.g., constituency mail; 2 - representativeness– polls provide a more accurate view of what the entire electorate thinks – in Page’s view, everyone should count equally in a democracy – unlike Lee’s view)

Final Examination: Monday, December 12th, 12:30-2:30
(2) Politicians Don’t Pander, by Lawrence R. Jacobs and Robert Y. Shapiro 

     (hereafter  “Jacobs and Shapiro”) 

Assignment 8 – Jacobs and Shapiro, pp. 3-71 due read by

Please Note: The reading assignment will be easier to understand if you know what the “median” voter is.  A median is a positional measure that divides a group into two equal parts (just keep reading).  Let us say that you rank 101 voters from the most liberal (#1) to the least liberal (#101).  In this situation, the median voter would be voter #51 (i.e., 50 voters are more liberal than this voter and 50 voters are less liberal than this voter).

Potential quiz questions include: According to the research reviewed by Jacobs and Shapiro, is the trend toward politicians behaving more, or less, in accordance with majority public opinion? (4-6, less) According to Jacobs and Shapiro, what two goals of members of congress potentially conflict? (12: re-election and making good public policy) What is the “retrospective” model? (13: voter’s vote on the basis of past performance) What are the two differences between the median voter model and the retrospective voting model?  (14: median voter model is prospective, not retrospective and since it is easier to judge the past than predict the future, the median voter model is tougher for the voter to use) According to Jacobs and Shapiro, what two weaknesses do the median voter model and the retrospective voting model share? (15: can’t account for the post-1970 decline in responsiveness and the view that public opinion is fixed, it isn’t)

What is the “party vote” model? (16: officeholders follow the policy preferences of partisans) How does the party vote model conflict with the median voter model? (16-17: party vote model pulls the officeholder to the activists/extremists and away from the center)  What is “strategic shirking”? (18-19: officeholder votes their own convictions when they can electorally afford to do so)  What is the effect of great policy polarization on the degree to which public policy reflects public opinion? Why? (32-33: decreases it because of fewer centrist legislators, greater difficulty in compromise) Why does the rise of individual independence in Congress result is less centrist policies? (38 – because individual congressmen could then follow activists in their district)  Why do members of Congress defer more to public opinion as elections near? (43: lack of time to persuade the public and also because the public is paying greater attention)  How are politicians today better able to change public opinion than in earlier times? (48: surveys are more in depth an as a result can better find out what voters will respond to) What is “priming” (50: raising the priority and weight that individuals place on particular attitudes)  Why is technological change not responsible for the decline in responsiveness? (52: technology is neutral and came before the decline anyway)  Why doesn’t the “media effects” argument account for the decline in responsiveness? (58: media is reflecting the tensions of increased polarization) What are the consequences of media coverage of political conflict for reformist policies? (63-64: reduces their prospects as broad goals will give way to people being concerned for themselves – raises doubts about the policy)

Assignment 9 – Jacobs and Shapiro, pp. 75-120 due read by 

Potential quiz questions include: Did the formulation of Clinton’s health care policy emphasize centrist public opinion or the policy concerns of Clinton, Democratic activists and interest groups? (76: Clinton, activists and interest groups) Was the goal of universal coverage the central driving force behind Clinton’s interest in national health care? (80: No - budget savings and helping the economy by reducing the rate of increase in health care were the main driving forces) What was the primary purpose of the health care task force? (85-86: political – use cooptation to build consensus and establish credibility)  Was the task force a success? Why? (90-91: No – it was too big and engendered complaints on policy, not consensus) Was Clinton following public opinion by rejecting payroll taxes and embracing employer mandates to finance national health insurance? (99-100, No)  Why were public opinion polls on health care not relied upon that heavily by the Clinton administration? (100-102: 1 - reliance on Democratic base plus interest groups; 2 – either the public didn’t have opinions or pollsters didn’t ask opinions on many important health care questions; 3 – officials believed that public opinion is fickle and could change under adverse advertising by opponents) Why did Clinton avoid discussing the details of his health care plan? (107: it would allow opponents to get attention off the favorable elements of the plan such as access) Did Clinton focus on the plight of the poor in selling his health care plan? (111-112: No, because it would have antagonized middle class voters) What was the fundamental reason the Clinton health care plan failed? (115-116: Clinton greatly over-estimated his ability to mold public opinion)   

Assignment 10 – Jacobs and Shapiro, pp. 121-187 due read by 

Potential quiz questions include: Since many businesses that belong to the Chamber of Commerce would have gained by the Clinton plan’s focus on reducing health care costs, why did they oppose the plan? (122: opposition to government and that they were dominated, message wise, by health insurers who opposed the plan) Since most congressmen thought that health care would be a major issue in the next campaign, why didn’t they follow public opinion polls when deciding whether, or not, to support the Clinton health care plan? (125-126: endless stream of polls weren’t considered “credible” – question wording; polls were too crude to pinpoint public sentiment on a complex issue; uncertainty – 1/3 of the public had no opinion; didn’t feel that following public opinion is a good way to govern) What was the Republicans’ strategy to defeat the Clinton health care plan? (130-131: publicly support the goal of the reformers while highlighting elements of the Clinton plan that would be unpopular – “big government” and the fear of losing the choice of physician) What was the effect of journalists’ desires to cover the elite conflict over the Clinton health care plan on the plan’s prospects for passage? (150: weakened it because covering conflict heightened the public’s fears that the plan would hurt them)  What are the components of the “media-centered” account?

(156-157: the press sets the agenda; journalists slant their story through their choice of sources; the press is pre-occupied with political competition at the expense of substance) What is Jacobs and Shapiro’s view of the “media-centered” account? (157: its somewhat off; press accounts are driven by forces external to the press – the behavior and strategy of authoritative government officials and other political influentials – politicians’ pursuit of policy goals and crafted talk to attain them are the keys) What is the incentive structure for press behavior? (158: desire to expand audience creates pressure for the “big story” that effects many people discussed by famous politicians; journalistic norms of  “fairness” means both sides will be presented; journalists’ cover government out of the norm of “watchdog”) What are the four theoretical expectations of current day press coverage of policy making? (158-159: 1 – cover the most important government officials; 2 – press coverage will expand as conflict increases; 3 – use authoritative government officials as sources because they make policy; 4 – emphasis on conflict increases fear among the public that government reform will threaten their well-being) What two “frames” did journalists use in discussing the Clinton health care plan? (177: 1 – strategy and conflict; 2 – national problem)  Which “frame” dominated the coverage of the Clinton health care plan? (179: strategy and conflict) Relative to television, which frame is more used by print media? (179: national problem) 

Assignment 11 – Jacobs and Shapiro, pp. 188- 235 due read by

Potential quiz questions include: What are the two types of press “negativity” and what do they mean? (188-189: 1 – issue negativity – “pro” or “con” on a specific policy like the Clinton plan; 2 – political negativity – political conflict, strategy, etc.)  Concerning “issue” negativity, what do Jacobs and Shapiro find? (191: 1 – positive messages outnumbered negative messages; 2 – coverage was more positive when Clinton’s plan was first unveiled – less positive when Republicans started to attack it – 193) How do Jacobs and Shapiro “judge the media”? (195: negativity commonly attributed to media coverage is a product of the political tenor of policy debates and not of the media’s independent criticism of government proposals as flawed) What do Jacobs and Shapiro think of the argument that the Clinton health care plan lost because the opponents of the plan became the primary sources of the media? (196-201: not much – Clinton and Democrats held their own as primary sources) Some media critics have asserted that increasingly journalists are offering their own commentaries and that such commentaries tend to be negative.  How much support do Jacobs and Shapiro find for this view? (207: some – there has been an increase but journalists don’t dominate and they tend to offer such commentaries the less available other sources are) According to Jacobs and Shapiro,  what factors account for the increase in journalistic commentaries and strategic framing?

(210: 1 – expanding independence of individual legislators; 2 – proliferation of interest groups buying advertising; 3 – widening ideological polarization in Congress)  According to Jacobs and Shapiro, why might the media provide distorted coverage? (211-212: journalists discount statements of politicians/activists as biased; 2 – emphasizing conflict in order to maximize audience size; 3 – political activists may manipulate the media)  According to Jacobs and Shapiro, why might the media exaggerate political and policy developments? (215-216: 1 – everyday routine of the press misses changes that policy makers may miss – media follows the policy makers; 2 – technology change makes it easier to reach more people) According to Jacobs and Shapiro, what is missing in the “media-centered” account of politics? (216: the media reflect policy and political polarizations that are external to the media) What is “complex” in the impact of politicians on public opinion? (221: 1 – the public’s values and fundamental preferences are quite stable over time; 2 – the public can’t “obey” politicians because politicians providing conflicting cues – they disagree among themselves; 3 – the public selectively accepts and rejects information) On what is public opinion most changeable? (222: attitudes toward specific programs such as the Clinton plan, not fundamental values) By what process does change in public opinion typically occur? (222: priming) Why are Americans ambivalent toward health care reform? (225: they don’t like activist government but do support certain government health care programs) What does social psychology tell us about how individuals’ attitudes change? (230: individuals have multiple and enduring attitudes and respond to which ones are activated)  What was the effect of strategic framing on support for the Clinton health care plan? (231: reduced it as a result of increasing cynicism) The media’s emphasis on political strategy and conflict may influence public opinion through what two psychological mechanisms? (231: 1 – contentious policy debates may prime cynicism as a standard of judgment – especially fears of government activism; 2 – strategic framing may highlight the risks to the individual of altering the status quo – especially if trust in government is low) 

Assignment 12 – Jacobs and Shapiro, pp. 235- 285 due read by
Please Note: Do not worry about interpreting the statistical results in Table 7.1 on page 251 or Table 7.2 on page 254.  I will explain how these tables were done in class.  Just rely on the discussion of the results from the tables that is contained in the text.

Potential quiz questions include: According to Jacobs and Shapiro, did the change from a national problems frame to a strategic frame influence public opinion about the Clinton health care plan? If so, how? (232-244: yes – national politics frame focused people on the problems of the health care system – which helped the Clinton plan – whereas a shift to the strategic frame caused people to view the Clinton plan in more selfish terms – which hurt support for it) During the period leading up to Clinton’s first speech on health care (1993), was the increase in support for government providing health care services greater among those who were more, or less, confident in their ability to pay for medical expenses? (248: the more confident group)  Do not worry about interpreting the statistical results in Table 7.1 on page 251 or Table 7.2 on page 254.  I will explain how these tables were done in class.  Just rely on the discussion of the results from the tables that is contained in the text. What do Jacobs and Shapiro feel is important in the results from Table 7.1 on page 251 (again, just rely on what they say in the text)? (250-252: 1- self-interest became more important from 1993-94; 2 – collective considerations bosted support for government activism prior to 1994) What is the “thermostat” thesis? (256: public support for government activism changes in the opposite direction to the ideology of the incumbent party – thus, a Republican president brings about an increase in the liberalism of the public) Concerning support for Clinton’s health care plan, what do Jacobs and Shapiro think of the “thermostat” thesis? (257: 1 – wrong causal order – changing attitudes toward health care drove public liberalism, not the other way around; 2 – recent cycles in public opinion about government health care policy don’t fit with the ideological change of the electorate; 3 – it was the campaign against health care, not changing support for liberalism, that changed public opinion on health care) What two false assumptions about public opinion did both the Clinton administration and Republican leaders labor under? (258-260: 1 – the public would reach its decision about the Clinton plan quickly – they actually took about one year; 2 – self-interest isn’t as powerful as they thought – Clinton should have based more of his appeal on the national goal of universal coverage as opposed to putting so much emphasis on self-interest)  Did the priorities of the Contract with American reflect centrist public opinion? (265: no –  the Republican contract did not address the primary concerns of centrist public opinion)  Were the Republicans’ specific proposals consistent with centrist public opinion? (266: no)  Why were the Republicans’ proposals not closer to centrist public opinion? (267-268: 1 – they discounted public opinion polls in favor of focus groups; 2 – they didn’t believe they should follow public but rather make good public policy) How did Republicans respond to the potential electoral problems of their proposals? (270-271: they tried to change public opinion)  What was President Clinton’s response to the Republicans’ policy proposals? (277-280: follow centrist public opinion even if it meant agreeing with the Republicans on programs such as welfare reform – the only major exception was affirmative action – where African-American support was very strong and they were a very important part of the Democratic base)  Were Clinton’s issue positions typically a by-product of poll results? (282-283: not usually – 1 – the Republicans often set the agenda of what issues the White House polled on which resulted in Clinton overlooking issues where public opinion was more liberal than the Republicans’ position – this lead some administration officials to suggest issues for Morris to poll on; 2 – Clinton didn’t follow the polls on either affirmative action or school prayer)  

Assignment 13 – Jacobs and Shapiro, pp. 285-339 due read by

Potential quiz questions include:

How did Clinton try to get credit with the public? (286-287: 1 – stay on one message; 2 – be careful about which issues you select)  What did the experimental research, in which respondents were asked questions in different order, reveal about public confidence in the government’s ability to carry out its programs? (290: if you asked questions about specific programs first and then asked about confidence in the government’s ability to carry out its programs the government was seen as more capable than if the order was reversed – this was particularly true for more knowledgeable voters and Republicans) Why did the Republicans fail to enact much of their vision for America? (293-294: 1 – the agenda was too conservative for the public; 2 – couldn’t sufficiently influence public opinion; 3 – Clinton took the center) What does the failure of both Clinton’s health care plan and the Republican “revolution” tell us about the prospects for change? (294: the pursuit of ambitious reform will lead to polarization of elites, then public doubts about the reform and, ultimately, the defeat of the reform) What is the essence of the “trustee model”? (298-301: the masses don’t possess the means to have meaningful opinions on the issues and, therefore, elected representatives should disregard public opinion)  According to Jacobs and Shapiro, to what degree do Democratic and Republican elites believe the assumptions of the trustee model? (300-301: to a rather high degree)  What is the “delegate model”? (303: elected officials follow majority public opinion) Why is shouldn’t elected officials be as passive as strict adherence to the delegate model would suggest? (303-304: 1 – government officials, not the public, are ones who must act and public opinion rarely provides help on the means for accomplishing goals; 2 – some policy issues require a national perspective that may conflict with public opinion – such as recognizing China when it was unpopular) What two standards do the authors suggest for testing if a policy contrary to public opinion should be pursued by policy makers? (305-306: 1 – consensus among policy makers of different ideologies and independent observers; 2 – that the policy has been formulated with reasoned debate that might convince the public if they had the same information)  What is the central assumption of the “deliberationist” approach? (306: ordinary citizens possess the temperment and skill to be valuable partners in the governing process) If politicians are making a greater effort to find out what the public thinks, why is cynicism increasing and trust in government decreasing? (314-315: 1 – the public has come to expect government to solve problems but Vietnam and stagnating living standards meant government couldn’t and people became more cynical; 2 – part of a larger disengagement of people from society – declining participation in civic life, less likely to join a bowling league; 3 – Jacobs and Shapiro would add the behavior of politicians to discount centrist public opinion) According to Jacobs and Shapiro, why has political participation declined? (318-319: political leaders have abandoned the goal of mobilizing the public through participation in rallies, etc. in favor of mass media approaches) What two reforms do Jacobs and Shapiro recommend for the democratic systems as practiced in the United States? (325: 1 – the focus of political competition needs to be shifted from pursuing policy goals favored by a narrow group and toward centrist public opinion; 2 – the quality of public opinion needs to be improved by rational and critical debate regarding government) According to Jacobs and Shapiro, how much effect would party reform and campaign finance reform have on responsiveness? (331: not that much: unresponsive periods existed prior to the situations that party reform and campaign finance reform would change)  How would Jacobs and Shapiro change how the media covers politics? (334-337: have the media report poll results more frequently, giving preferences on policy and asking politicians who stray from centrist public opinion why they did)  What are “deliberative” polls? (337: a process of polling where by the the respondent is encourage to think the process through before answering, typically by town meetings – discussions with other citizens and politicians)

Assignment 14 –  is due read by 

How do Jacobs and Shapiro differ from Erikson and Tedin concerning the influence of public opinion on elected officials?  Support your argument with examples from both books. Make sure you work alone.  I do not want a “group” project.  Submitting similar papers and telling me that you “studied together” is not acceptable.  Avoid using quotations.  In my experience, the primary reason people use quotations in this type of assignment is that they do not understand the material well enough to put it in their own words.  When you cite the text, use the author’s last name and the page number in parentheses (e.g., Erikson and Tedin, p. 39).  The paper is to be no longer than 4 typed pages.  I will not read anything after the fourth page.  You may single space if you so desire.  The paper is due at the beginning of class on May 10, 2002.  Papers submitted later than the end of the class period on the date due are considered one day late and lose 10 points.  If you give your paper to someone else to turn in, you bear the responsibility if they do not submit the paper on time.  Excuses such as you forgot “to save” on your computer or that your typewriter ribbon broke will not be accepted.  The paper is worth 60 points. The points will be distributed as follows: 25 for the strength of your ideas; 25 for how well you use the assigned literature to support your ideas; and 10 for mechanics.  Only typed papers will be accepted.  Do not e-mail or fax your paper.

 According to Erikson and Tedin, what is the “true” bias of the media? (214 – reinforce consensus political values and restrict debate to ideas close to the political center)  How widely read are complex political stories in newspapers? (219 – they aren’t read by many)  better informed politically, those who obtain their political information from television or those who obtain their political information from reading a newspaper? (220- newspaper)  Which has the greater effect on public concern over crime: media coverage or changes in the crime rate? (222 – media coverage) How much impact do newspaper endorsements have on the vote? (225 – more in low information campaigns, but still some in presidential elections)  What is the “rally-around-the-flag” effect? (226)

Erikson and Tedin, do the parties offer a meaningful choice at the state level? (300 – yes) According to the research reviewed by Erikson and Tedin, how much impact do interest groups have on state legislators? (304-305 – not very much)  What is the “free rider” problem? (310) How do groups overcome the “free rider” problem? (311) According to the research reviewed by Erikson and Tedin, how strong is the relationship between public opinion and public policy? (315-319, fairly strong)

According to the Miller and Stokes study, how much impact does the representative’s perception of constituent opinion have on the representative’s behavior? (270 -  about as much as the representative’s own opinion) If a legislator is trying to maximize their share of the vote, why might they vote against majority public opinion? (278 – the minority might actually cast their vote on that issue) How accurately do legislators read the opinion of their constituents? (282-283: pretty well, more accurately on high salience votes)
