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>>>>>PRINT YOUR NAME ___________________

Answer  in printed capital letters
1.  C                                                 16.  D

2.  B                                                 17.  C

3.  C                                                 18.  A  

4.  B                                                 19.  B 

5.  A                                                 20.  D

6.  D                                                 21.  A

7.  B                                                 22.  A

8.  C                                                 23.  A

9.  C                                                 24.  C

10.  A                                               25. D 

11.  B                                               26.  D

12.  D                                               27.  A

13.  D                                               28.  B

14.  A                                               29.  B

15.  C                                               30.  D
Final Examination – The Legislative Process

For 2 points each:

1. On which of the following policy dimensions do Democratic and    

    Republican congressmen differ most?

    a. social welfare                    c. government management of the economy
    b. civil liberties                     d. international involvement

2. Which of the following lowers the popularity of Congress?

    a. reducing congressional pay           c. supporting the President

    b. disagreements within Congress    d. all of these

3. Which of the following has been most typical legislative strategy of 

    congressional Republicans over the past decade? (Dodd/Oppenheimer, 

    pp. 47-48)

a. work for broad bipartisan consensus c. pursue a very conservative 

b. advance a moderate agenda that is     agenda and rely on Republican
popular with the public                          unity
                                                         d. both “a” and “b” are true

4. According to Schickler and Pearson, why is the centralized Republican 

leadership system becoming the norm in the House of Representatives? (D/O 219-221)

a. the electoral bases of the
     c. much ideological disagreement

  
two parties are becoming             among Democrats


more similar

b. little ideological disagreement    d. none of these

among Republicans

5. The example of the National Automobile Dealers Association discussed 

in class demonstrated which of the following:

     a. campaign contributions go to         c. that the recent lobbying reforms

         legislators whose ideology                 have really reduced the power of

         pre-disposes them to support              interest groups

         the group’s positions

     b. the ability of an interest group’s     d. none of these

         campaign contributions to defeat

         incumbents who did not support

         the major legislative goals of

         the group

6. According to Dodd and Oppenheimer, what is the greatest threat to 

continued Republican control of the House of Representatives? (D/O, 51)

a. not satisfying the Republican base

b. the increasing age of the electorate

c. redistricting

d.  pursuing an agenda too extreme for voters

7. According to class discussion, how did the agenda of Congress change 

from the 1960s to the 1990s? (Berry, p. 45)

    
a. became more material             c. actually, the material/postmaterial 

ratio changed little

    
b. became more postmaterial     d. none of these

8. Why does Fiorina think that distributed programs (i.e., “the pork barrel”) 

are less of a problem today than in the mid-1970s? (D/O, 175)

a. today, fewer interest groups oppose distributive programs

b. Democrats in Congress have successfully slowed the growth of distributive programs

c. budget deficits have forced cutbacks in distributive programs 

d. “a” and “c” are both true

9. How does people’s level of support for Congress differ from their level of 

support for their own member of Congress? (D/O, 63) 

a. surprising, almost identical       c. more supportive of their member
b. more supportive of Congress   d. having fun? (just joking!) 

 10. Relative to most affluent democracies, membership in interest groups 

in the United States is

      a. more skewed toward upper            c. more skewed toward lower

          socioeconomic individuals                 socioeconomic individuals

      b. more skewed toward middle           d. there really is not much of a

          socioeconomic individuals                  skew toward individuals of any

                                                                          particular socioeconomic level

11. Which of the following worries incumbent congressmen most? 

(Jacobson, p.29)

      a. the mean (average) vote for            c. the age of the challenger

          incumbent congressmen

      b. the variance (spread) in the            d. the money that a wealthy  

          vote for incumbent congressmen    PAC contributes to the challenger

12. Over the past 10-15 years, which of the following best depicts the 

change in quality challengers?  (Jacobson, p. 95)

      
a. they are more dispersed                 c. most are outspending the 

          

over many districts                          incumbent

      
b. the number of them does not         d. they are more concentrated
          

seem to be affected by                    in a few districts
          

national economic conditions

13. Which of the following is true?

a. There is more debate in the House than in the Senate.

b. Subcommittees are weaker in the House than in the Senate.


c.   The speaker of the Senate is always of the majority party.

d.  House leaders have more power than Senate leaders.

14. Which of the following views of congressional committees is most 

accurate?

a. Ideologically, they tend to be quite    c. Committees are more             
representative of the entire chamber.    important in the Senate                                                               
     b.  Ideologically, they tend to be quite           than the House.

     Unrepresentative of the whole chamber.  d. Both “a” and “c” are true

15. Which of the following is the most common goal of lobbying?  (Wright, 

p. 79)

    a. influence                          c. access
    b. intimidation                     d. to mis-inform 

16. Since 1978, voter comments about congressional candidates 

(Jacobson, pp. 128-129)

      a. have declined for both                 c. have become  more personal   

          incumbents and challengers.            and less ideological.

      b. have declined for incumbents     d. have become more policy
          but increased for challengers.          oriented and less personal.

17. The Republicans successful 1994 campaign to take control of the 

House of Representatives could best be summed up by which of the 

following: (Jacobson, pp. 178-179)

       a. all politics are local             c. frame the local choice in national terms
       b. avoid campaigning             d. none of  these

           against the president

18. How does Congress sometimes pass legislation that imposes 

concentrated costs? (Jacobson, p. 223)

      
a. if the legislation is highly            c. allow frequent amendments to

         

salient                                               the legislation

      
b. if the legislation is not                 d. none of these

          

highly salient

19. What were the elements of the “Textbook Congress”? (D/O, 381) 

a. strong party leadership   c. seldom controlled by cross-party coalitions

b.  strong committees           d. both “a” and “b” are true

20. What produced the “Textbook Congress”? (D/O, 381) 

a. the Eisenhower Presidency  c. the north/south split in the 

b. the Nixon Presidency                Republican party

                                                                 d. the north/south split in the

                                                                     Democratic party

21. Over the past 30 years, what has been the basic trend in terms of party 

cohesion in Congress? (Jacobson, p. 243)

       a. increased                               c. stayed virtually the same

       b. decreased                              d. increased during the 1970s and 1980s 

but decreased since

22. Over the past 30 years, what has been the basic trend in the correlation 

between party identification and ideology of voters in House 

elections? (Jacobson, p.249)

      a. increased                         c. stayed virtually the same

      b. decreased                        d. increased during the 1970s but decreased 

                                                        over the 1980s and 1990s

23. Over the past 30 years, what has been the basic trend in the correlation 

between how voters voted for President and for the House of 

Representatives? (Jacobson, p. 149)

      
a. increased                    c. stayed about the same

      
b. decreased                   d. increased over the 1970s and 1980s and

                                                        decreased during the 1990s

24. According to Haynie, which of the following is the most likely way for

African American influence in the House of Representatives to increase? (D/O, p. 399)


a. Through the election of more African American congressmen.

b. Through greater Republican party strength in the House.

c. Through greater political incorporation.


d.  A, B, and C are of about equal importance.

25. Over the past 30 years, what has been the basic trend in the parties’ 

electoral constituencies?  (Jacobson, p. 250)

      a. more heterogeneous and similar       c. more homogenous and similar                    

      b. more heterogeneous and                   d. more homogenous and                     

          dissimilar                                                  dissimilar
26. According to Joshua Gordon, what is different about the House 

Appropriations Committee today than in the era that Richard Fenno 


wrote about?  (D/O, pp. 271-296)


a. today, the committee is more collegial


b. today, the committee is a little less divided on party lines


c. today, the committee has more control over federal tax rates

d. today, the committee has less control over the level of federal 

spending 

27. According to Wolfensberger, how much have the September 11th 

attacks changed the policymaking process? (D/O, p. 359)

a. not much                          c. surprisingly, reduced the president’s 

b. seems to have led to a        power 


long-term increase   d. both “b” and “c” are true


in bipartisanship

28. If the partisan balance in the House and the Senate were the same, 

which of the following would be true?

      a. the House would typically vote     c. the  House would typically be in

          for greater domestic spending           session longer than the Senate   

          than the Senate

      b. the Senate would typically vote    d.  Both “A” and “C” are true

          for greater domestic spending

          than the House

29. Concerning the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (BCRA), which of the 

following is true? (D/O, 107-134)

a. Democrats appear to have done better under the BCRA than 

Republicans.

b.  Democrats were more supportive of the BCRA than Republicans. 


c.  The BCRA has resulted in less money being spent on campaigns.


d.  The BCRA has helped challengers more than incumbents.

30. Concerning the congressional confirmation of federal judges, which of 

the following is true?  (D/O, 297-318)

a. divided government reduces the length of time to necessary to 

confirm federal judges.

b. presidential election periods are associated with a reduction in

   
the length of time to necessary to confirm federal judges.

c. both “a” and “b” are true

d. none of the above

Each of the following are worth 4 points:

31. According to the models of leadership in the House of Representatives 

discussed in the readings (i.e., the conditional party government model, the Cooper-Brady model, etc.), what are the three structure aspects (i.e., not the personality or leadership style of Speaker of the House) of the parties that impact the degree to which leadership power is centralized?

The greater the degree of polarization between the electoral coalitions of the parties, the greater the ideological distance between the parties, and the greater the cohesion within each party, the more likely leadership power will be centralized.

32. The “Swing Ratio” is a ratio between what two factors?

“The percentage of seats changing hands for a given percentage swing in the national partisan vote.”  (Jacobson, p. 28)

33. As discussed in class, what is “The  95% Rule”?


At least 95% of the time, the Democratic candidate for a House seat is more liberal their Republican opponent.

34.  The Impact of Majority-Minority Congressional Districts

          By concentrating Democrats it has lead to the election of more Republicans. Although the goal is to elect African-Americans, the loss of Democratic congressional strength reduces the ability of Congress to enact legislation that is in the policy interest of African-Americans.       

35.  What is the difference between Collective Representation and Dyadic 
Representation?


Collective representation measures how congruent the laws passed by Congress congruent with majority or plurality public opinion, whereas dyadic representation measures how often an individual voter agrees with their representative.  Representation is greater when measured collectively than dyadically.

36.  What is the difference between the Delegate and the Trustee Models of 
Representation?


In the delegate model the representative votes as they think the majority/plurality of their constituents want.  Under the trustee model, the voter votes for a representative based on the notion that you trust them as a decision maker.  Not on the basis that you and the candidate will agree all, or even most, of the time. 

37. Why aren’t the Bush tax cuts “net tax cuts” for the poorest 75%-80% of 

American households?  

Because of the benefit reductions and tax increases necessary to pay for them. (D/O, p. 334)

38. What important principle was demonstrated on voting on the Powell Amendment?

      The leadership wants rules and to govern the amendments offered to restrict the options to those the leadership of the majority party desires.

39. What is the “starve the beast” strategy? 

Reduce taxes in order to force reductions in government spending/programs. (Dodd/Oppenheimer, p. 319)

40. How does public opinion about abortion and the politics of abortive 

exemplify what Fiorina thinks is currently the greatest problem with 

Congress? 

 Public opinion on abortion suggests support for choice, but with 

some restrictions; however, interest groups/activists involved are 

extremists and will punish, probably with a strong challenger in the primaries, either Democrats who favor abortion restrictions or Republicans who favor choice with restrictions – thus centrist public opinion is not being translated into public policy (D/O, p. 176)

41. What are Marginal Districts?  Does Jacobson think the “marginals” are vanishing?

The notion that fewer congressional districts were “marginal” (i.e., where the incumbent received less than 60% of the vote) over time.  (Jacobson, p. 27)  Jacobson does not think that the marginals are vanishing.

42. If the average incumbent’s share of the vote either remained the 

same, or increased, why might incumbents actually be less secure?  (You would think that the greater the share of the vote the average incumbent received, the more secure they would be.) 

(Jacobson, pp. 30-31: the variance increased more than the mean which increases the chance that a given incumbent will lose at some point over a series of elections)

43.  In a quote we discussed at length in class, Gary Jacobson said, 

“It is entirely possible for national conditions, personalities, and issues to affect congressional election results without directly impinging on individual voters at all.”   How does this occur?  

(164-165: quality challengers for a party more appear when economic conditions are favorable for that party – i.e., when it looks like a “Democratic year” better Democratic candidates run, are better funded, and are more successful.)

44.  Particularism

Legislation that gives non-universal benefits.  Typically, the costs are borne more universally however.  (Jacobson, pp. 217-218; Wright, p. 176)

45.  Free Rider Problem of Interest Group Formation

People are unlikely to join interest groups if they can benefit from the groups’ actions while not paying. (Wright, p. 19 – although he doesn’t use the term free rider there, but does on page 163 – also, class lecture).

Additional Material which could be subsitituted for the preceding test questions:

13. Since 1980, which of the following trends is true concerning the conservative

      coalition?

      a. it appears more frequently                    c. it appears with about the same frequency

      b. it appears less frequently                      d. its been replaced by the liberal coalition 

34. The  40% Rule


In an urban area, or political competitive state, the Democratic candidate for Congress is at least 40% more liberal than their Republican opponent.

15. Since 1980, the adherence to what were termed in class “Congressional Norms”

      has

      a. increased.                        c. stayed about the same.

      b. decreased.                       d. none of these

7. Relative to the costs of campaigning, the value of the typical PAC contribution to an

    incumbent has  (Wright, p. 136)

    a. become more valuable                  c. remained about the same 

    b. become less valuable                    d. been outlawed

8. Which of the following was the most important reason the National Rifle Association

     lost some votes on gun control?  (Wright, p. 190)

     a. poor television commercials         c. an unpopular leader

     b. its lobbying strategy                     d. an opposing interest group
         antagonized too many legislators

37.  Unorthodox Lawmaking


Legislation that does not follow the standard procedure.  The purpose is to remove

opportunities to block the legislation by arriving at a bill that a filibuster proof majority will support.  Some attributes of unorthodox lawmaking are closed rules, summits, omnibus legislation, multiple committee referrals, and in some instances, bypassing the committees altogether.  (Sinclair, pp. 3, 5, 233-236)  

38.  Omnibus Legislation


Legislation of great scope that encompasses “... numerous and not necessarily related subjects, issues and programs, and therefore is usually highly complex and long...”  (Sinclair, p. 71)

39. The Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 1974


A more centralized process in which Budget Committee guidelines as to the total amount spent in particular categories must sum to a total not to exceed the guidelines of the Budget Committee. in each chamber.  (Sinclair, pp. 70-77)

32. Conservative Coalition


A  combination of a majority of Southern Democrats voting with a majority of d Republicans.  Thus, an ideologically conservative group.  Has become less likely to form

since 1980 because Southern Democrats have become more liberal and willing to vote

with Northern Democrats.

40.  Leadership Style of Newt Gingrich


Using his tremendous prestige, as a result of the 1994 election, Gingrich exercised 

much more power than recent speakers and more than the Republican Conference rules allowed.  “He designated Republicans to serve as committee chairs, bypassing seniority in several instances.”  (Sinclair, p. 105)  Gingrich also was willing to bypass committees. Additionally, he used restrictive rules on amendments etc. (Sinclair, p. 106)

13. What type of uncertainty are legislators most concerned about?

     a. the impact of a policy                           c. the commitment of the president 

     b. whether the Supreme Court
         will declare the law unconstitutional   d. electoral
19. According to class discussion, divided government

      a. increases the likelihood of            c. surprisingly, has no effect on the likelihood

          major legislation being passed         of major legislation being passed.

      b. decreases the likelihood of           d. the study mentioned could not really ascertain

          major legislation being passed         the impact of divided government

20. What was the Republican strategy to balance the budget in accordance with the

      Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act?  (Jacobson, p. 232)

      a. repeal the act                                 c. reduce funding for welfare, housing
      b. increases taxes on high                     and job training programs
          income earners                              d.  none of these

3. In which of the following regions have the differences between Democratic and

    Republican congressmen increased the most over the past 20 years?

    a. North                                         c. East

    b. South.                                       d. West

8. According to Berry, where have conservative interest groups had their greatest     

    success?  (Berry, p. 161)

    a. legislatively                           c. electorally
    b. setting the agenda                 d.  none of these      

4. Which of the following is true?

     a. most bills that are proposed           c. over the past 20 years open rules are               

         end up as law                                     becoming more popular relative to      

                                                    


closed rules

     b. about 2/3rds of all bills that          d.  none of  these  

         are passed are by unanimous 

         consent

6.  Which of the following issues would be “postmaterial” (Berry, p. 2)

     a. the minimum wage            c. environmental
     b. social security                   d.  b  and  c  

24. The expanded involvement of national parties in congressional campaigns has

      (Jacobson, p. 76)

      a. increased the power                 c. has shifted the focus of electoral 

          of interest groups                         politics from the candidate to the party

      b. has led to greater electoral       d. has not shifted the focus of electoral
          security for incumbents               politics from the candidate to the party
26. Why would a President use the pocket veto?

       a. they favor the legislation and       c. they oppose the legislation and want

           want to publicize their support        to publicize their opposition

       b. they favor the legislation and      d. they oppose the legislation and want
           want to avoid publicity                    to avoid publicizing their opposition
27. In comparing House and Senate elections, which of the following is true?

      a. House members are more              c. House members are less likely

          likely to be re-elected                        to run unopposed

      b. Senator contests receive                d. none of these

          less publicity

30. In which of the following policy dimensions do Democratic and Republican

       congressmen differ least?  

       a. social welfare                     c. government management of the economy

       b. civil liberties                      d. international involvement

