
Variable List for Excel File: SSJ98PRIVATE 

ACU89:  
Percentage support for positions taken by the American

          Conservative Union on 24 selected votes in 1989.  The 

higher the senator's score the more conservative her/his 

philosophy.  

ACU92:  
Percentage support for positions taken by the American



Conservative Union on 25 selected votes in 1992.  The



higher the senator's score the more conservative her/his



philosophy.        

ADA:

Percentage support for positions taken by the Americans

    

for Democratic Action.  The higher the senator's score 

the more liberal her/his political philosophy.  The data



were supplied by the group itself.   These scores come 

from votes taken in 1992.  Votes from 1992, as opposed 

to 1991, are used because the vote employed as the 

dependent variable occurred in 1991.  Its possible that 

the ADA used our dependent variable as one of its 

selected votes for 1991. If so, this would assure some 

minimal association between the ADA score and the 

dependent variable.  It is probably desirable to avoid 

using a vote to help predict itself.  As the same 

senators served for both 1991 and 1992, it is safer to 

use the 1992 ADA score to predict a 1991 vote.  Since the 

ACU (a conservative interest group) uses more votes in 

compiling its index than the ADA (thus the distribution 

of ACU scores should be closer to a normal distribution 

than ADA scores) we should probably use ACU as a measure 

of ideology when we submit the paper to a journal.  

Additionally, unlike ADA, ACU does not lower the 

senator's score for failure to vote.  

AEAPRAT:  Ratio of the percentage of persons on death row in a 

state who are African-American to the percentage of the 

state's population who are African-American.  The data, 

are as of January 15, 1993 and were calculated from 


data supplied by the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 

Fund, Inc.

AFAEX:
The number of African-Americans on death row.  The 

source for this data is the same as for "AEAPRAT."

AFAPOP:
The percentage of the state's population which is                  African-American in 1990.  I believe the data were taken            from the 1990 Statistical Abstract of the United States,            p. xiii.

BLKPOP:
Thousands of African-Americans per state.  Same source 

as "POP."

BME80:
Percent high school graduates of black males 25 years,



and older.  Source: same as BMI70.

BME80R:
Same as BME80 except the data are excluded for the



states not reporting BMI80.

BMI70:
Median black male income of people 15 years of age and



older.  Source: 1980 U.S. Census of Population: General



Social and Economic Characteristics by State, U.S. 

Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 1983.

BMI80:
Same description and source as BMI70.

BMIWMI:
BMI80 divided by WMI80.

DPDUM:   
Dummy variable for whether, or not, a state permits 

capital punishment (1 = state does permit capital 

punishment, 0 = state does not permit capital 

punishment).  The source for this data is the same as for



"AEAPRAT."

DUKAK:
Statewide percentage of the two-party vote for Michael 

Dukakis in the 1988 general election for President.  Data 

were taken from Congressional Quarterly Weekly Reports, 

November 12, 1988, p. 3245.

EDUC80:   1980 Percentage of the state's population who are 25 

years of age, or older, who have graduated from high 

school.  Source: County and City Databook, 1986.

EDUC:
Percentage of the state's population who are 25 years of 

age, or older, who have a bachelor's degree or higher.



Data are from the 1990 census as reported in the 

          Statistical Abstract of the United States 1992 (Selected            State Rankings), p. 7.

ELECTI:
Ideology of the senator's electoral constituency.  This



is the ideological score of contituents of the senator's



political party plus independents.  Data are from



Statehouse Democracy, by Robert S. Erikson, Gerald C.



Wright and John P. McGiver, 1993, Cambridge University



Press, p. 40.  No data for Alaska and Hawaii.

HOM:

Homicide rate by state for 1989.  Data were taken from 

The Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics, 1990, p. 

366.  Data for Florida were not available.

HOM90:
Homicide rate by state for 1990.  Data were taken from



The Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics, 1991, U.S.



Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics,



U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., p. 

385.

INCOME:   Median family income in 1989 in thousands of dollars.

          Data are from the Statistical Abstract of the United

          States 1992 (Selected State Rankings), p. 11.

MCGOV:
Statewide percentage of the two-party vote for George 

McGovern in the 1972 general election for President.  

Data were taken from Congressional Quarterly Weekly 

Reports, November 11, 1972, p. 2950.

MEANID:
Mean ideology in the senator's state.  Data are from



page 16 of the same source as "ELECTI."  

MEDINC:
State medican family income in 1980 in thousands of



dollars.  Source: County and City Databook, 1986.

NICE:     Guttman scale of severity of capital punishment.  4 =

          most severe, 0 = least severe (state does not permit

          capital punishment).   Data supplied by David Nice.  

          This scale was used in Nice's December, 1992, WPQ
          article.  Details on the scale are on pp. 1040-1041

          of his article. 

NAFAEX:
The number of non-African-Americans on death row by 

state.  This data is from the same source as "AEAPRAT."

PARTY:
Partisan affiliation of each senator (1 = Democrat, 0 =



Republican) in 1991.  These data were taken from 

Congressional Quarterly Weekly Reports, June 22, 1991, 

p. 1710.

PARTY90:  Partisan affiliation of each senator (1 = Democrat, 0 =



Republican) in 1990.  These data were taken from 



Congressional Quarterly Weekly Reports, May 26, 1990,



p. 1697.

PERAFA:
Percentage (proportion) of the state's population who



are African-American.  "BLKPOP"/"POP."

PERAFEX:
Percentage of those on death row who are African-

American. To avoid division by zero, states without 

executions are omitted.  This reduces the sample size to 

68 observations.  The source for this data is the same as 

for "AEAPRAT."

PERAFEZ:
Same as "PERAFEX" except that missing data are converted

 

to zero.  The practical advantage of this is that the 

sample size is increased from 68 to 100.  However, there



may be a conceptual problem here.

PEREX:
Death row population as a percentage/proportion of the 

state's population.  "TOTEXC"/"POP."

POOLE1:   Dimenision #1 of Poole's ideological measure for the

          101st Senate.  This measure is highly correlated with

          ACU89 (.97).  The data were supplied by Keith Poole.  For            details on this measure see Keith T. Poole and Howard              Rosenthal, "Patterns of Congressional Voting," American            Journal of Political Science, Volume 35, No. 1, February,            1991, pp. 228-278.

POOLE2:   Dimension #2 of Poole's ideological measure for the

          101st Senate.  See source for POOLE1.  This second                 dimension is unimportant for most years (see Poole and

          Rosenthal, cited in POOLE1. 

POP:

State population in thousands.  Data were taken from



the 1992 edition of the Statistical Abstract of the


United States.

PSDB:
Proportion of those sentenced to death over the 1973-1990 

period who are African-American.  Same source as "SDB." 

PSDB2:    Percentage of those sentenced to death over the 1973-1990



period who are African-American.  "PSDB2" = "PSDB" times 

100.

RATIO:
The ratio of the percentage of those on death row            

who are African-American ("PERAFEZ") to the percentage of 

the population who are African-American ("AFAPOP").  This 

should indicate the extent to which capital punishment 

has a racially disparate effect.  This is the measure 

used in the SSJ article. Remember that the data in "Death



Row, USA" are those on death row (i.e., sentenced) not


executed.  The data are as of January 15, 1993 (i.e.,



those on death row as of January 15, 1993).

RATIOI:   Interaction term.  "RATIO" x  "PEREX."

RATIO2:
The ratio of the percentage of those sentenced to death



over the 1973-1990 period who are African-American to



the percentage of the population who are African-

American.  "RATIO2" = "PSDB2"/"AFAPOP."  This is



not the measure used in the SSJ piece.  

RELECT90: Dummy variable indicating whether or not the senator was



up for re-election in 1990 (1 = up for re-election, 0 =



not up for re-election).  Data abstracted from 

Congressional Quarterly Weekly Reports, November 10, 

1990, p. 3828.  As senator Wilson (R-California) was 



running for governor, he was coded as being up for re-



election.

RELECT92: Dummy variable indicating whether or not the senator was



up for re-election in 1992 (1 = up for re-election, 0 =



not up for re-election).  Data taken from Congressional


Quarterly Weekly Reports, November 10, 1990, p. 3828.

SDB:

Total number of African-Americans sentenced to death



over the 1973-1990 period.  Data are from Capital



Punishment in the United States, 1973-1990, Bureau



of Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice.

SDO:

Total number of non-white, non-African-Americans



sentenced to death over the 1973-1990 period.



Same source as "SDB."



SDT:

Total number of people sentenced to death over the



1973-1990 period.  "SDT" = "SDB" + "SDO" + "SDW"



Same source as "SDB."



SDW:

Total number of whites sentenced to death over the



1973-1990 period.  Same source as "SDB."

SMALLDR:  Excludes death penalty states with death row populations



of 10, or fewer.  Non-death penalty states and death 

penalty states with greater than 10 people on death row



are coded as "1."   Death penalty states with death row

  

populations of 10, or fewer, are coded "0."  Data are



as of January 15, 1993.  

SOUTH:
Dummy variable indicating whether or not a state is



located in the South (1 = southern state, 0 = non-

southern state).  These data were taken from 

Congressional Quarterly Weekly Reports, June 22, 1991,

          p. 1710.

STCONS:
Unweighted (by degree of voter activism) percentage 

measure of state voters who are conservatism.  This 

measure was calculated from state polls in the contiguous 

48 states.  This data comes from Gerald C. Wright,



Robert S. Erikson and John P. McIver, "Measuring State



Partisanship and Ideology with Survey Data," Journal of


Politics, Vol. 47, No. 2, May, 1985, pp. 469-489.  We use



the authors revised figures for Nevada (see footnote #5,



p. 480).

STCONSR:
Percentage of the voters who are conservative.  Updated



version of "STCONS."  Same source as "MEANID."

STCONSW:
Weighted version of "STCONS."

TOTEXC:
The total number on death row in each state.  Zero is 

coded as zero.  Data were calculated from the same source



as "AEAPRAT."


TOTEXD:
Total execution dummy.  If the state had less than 10



people on death row on January 15, 1993 coded "0," if 10, 

or more, coded "1."

URBAN:
Percentage of each state's population in a metropolitan 

area.  Data were taken from The Statistical Abastract of


the United States, p. xii, 1991 edition (I believe). 

VIOLENT:
Violent crime rate in each state.  Data are from the same



source (with the same difficulties!) as "HOM."

VOTE:
Senate Amendment to S 1241.  "Mitchell, D-Maine, for 

Graham, D-Fla., amendment to strike the Racial Justice 

Act provisions that allow minorities to challenge a death



sentence as discriminatory if statistics show a 

disproportionate number of their race being condemned to 

die.  Adopted 55-41."  By including those who did not 

vote but were "announced for" as voting "yes" (DeConcini, 

D-Arizona and Simpson, R-Wyoming), the final vote was 

coded as being 57-41.  The data were taken from 

Congressional Quarterly Weekly Reports, June 22, 1991, 

p. 1710.

VOTE90:  
Senate Amendment to S 1970.  "Graham, D-Fla., amendment 

to strike provisions that would prohibit the death 

sentence in state and federal cases if a defendant could



prove with statistical or other evidence that his race, 

or that of the victim, played a role in sentencing.  

Adopted 58-38."  By including one senator who did not 

vote but was "paired for" as voting "yes" (DeConcini,

 

D-Arizona), the final vote was coded as being 59-38.  The



data were taken from Congressional Quarterly Weekly 

Reports, May 26, 1990, p. 1697.

WME80:
Same as BME80 except for whites.

WMI70:
Same as BMI70 except for whites.

WME80:
Same as BME80 except for whites.  

