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Data Analysis

As the “Findings” section on page 342 indicates, you cannot obtain the results in Tables 1-3 by running regressions with only the variables that appear in the tables. The results in the tables are for regressions with more independent variables (see the first sentence of the “Findings” section on p. 342).  For Stata, the following commands will produce the results in Table 1.   If you are using a different statistical package note that the dependent variable in the equation is a “ratio” variable (i.e., ratio2, ratio6, or ratio5).  The variable list appears after the Stata commands.
regress ratio2 avggovl classb stcons4 elcomp union medinc8595 mantsp92 gini89 itax76 stax76
regress on ratio2 unifypd classb stcons4 elcomp union medinc8595 mantsp92 gini89 itax76 stax76 
regress ratio2 avggovl classb stcons4 elcomp union medinc8595 mantsp92 gini89 stax76 if itax 76==1 
regress ratio2 unifypd classb stcons4 elcomp union medinc8595 mantsp92 gini89  stax76 if itax76==1 
regress ratio2 on avgguc avggovl classb stcons4 elcomp union medinc8595 mantsp92 gini89  stax76 if itax76==1 
regress ratio2 unifyint unifypd classb stcons4 elcomp union medinc8595 mantsp92 gini89  stax76 if itax76==1
To obtain the statistical results for Table 2 use the same structure as above except substitute ratio6 for ratio2.  To obtain the results for Table 3 substitute ratio5 for ratio2.

Variable List for Excel File SSJ07PRIVATE 

CLASSB:
Measure of class bias. "Specifically, it is a measure of 



the representation of the wealthy in the electorate 



(those from families with incomes of $50,000 or more) 



relative to the representation of the poor (those from



families with annual incomes of $12,500 or less) ..."



multiplied by 100.  The quotation is from Kim Quaile



Hill and Jan E. Leighley, "The Policy Consequences of



Class Bias in State Electorates,"  American Journal of


Political Science, volume 36, number 2, May, 1992,



pp. 351-365.  The quotation is from page 354 and the



data are from page 355.

DA:

Ideology of Democratic elite activists (county 

chairpersons and national convention delegates - see page 

108 of Statehouse Democracy).  Data taken from Statehouse 

Democracy, page 103.

DE:

Ideology of Democratic electoral elites (congressional



candidates and state legislators - page 108 of Statehouse



Democracy).  Same source as "DA" (page 103 of Statehouse



Democracy).  Correlation between state legislators and



congressional candidates is .73 for Democrats and .69 for



Republicans (Statehouse Democracy, page 100).

DI:

Ideology of Democratic partisans.  From Statehouse



Democracy, page 40.

DO:

DA + DE

DUKAK:
Statewide percentage of the two-party vote for Michael



Dukakis in the 1988 general election for President.  Data



were taken from Congressional Quarterly Weekly Reports.



November 12, 1988, p. 3245.

EDUC:
Percentage of the state's population who are 25 years



of age, or older, who have a bachelor's degree or



higher.  Data are from the 1990 census as reported 



in the Statistical Abstract of the United States 1992



(selected state rankings), p. 7.

GINI89:   Gini index of income inequality for 1989.  Data from



Laura Langer.

II:

Ideology of Independents.  See "DI."

INCGINI:  GINI89 x INCOME

INCOME:
Median family income in 1989 in thousands of dollars.



Data are from the Statistical Abastract of the



United State 1992 (selected state rankings), p. 11.

INITIAL:
Dummy variable of whether a state has the initiative



process.   1 = yes, 0 = no.  Source: David B. Magleby,



Direct Legislation, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University



Press, 1984.

OTAX120:  State taxes (after federal offset) as a percentage of the 

income of the poorest 20% of non-elderly married couples 

in 1995.  The data are from Who Pays: A Distributional 

Analysis of the Tax Systems in All 50 States by the 

Citizens for Tax Justice and the Institute on Taxation 

and Economic Policy. e-mail: ctj@ctj.org  world wide web: 

www.ctj.org

OTAX4160: Same as "OTAX120" except for families 41-60.

OTAX100:  Same as "OTAX120" except for the wealtiest 1%.

PAFDC:
Scope of state AFDC policy (Hanson 1985).  Similar to



Medicaid (PMED).  Description on page 75 of the same 

source as "POLLIB."  Data supplied by Gerald Wright.

PCONSUM:
State consumer protection.  Despription on page 75 of



the same source as "POLLIB."  Data supplied by



Gerald Wright.

PCRIM:
Index of state support for liberal approaches to criminal



justice.  Description on page 75 of the same source



as "POLLIB."  Data supplied by Gerald Wright.

PEDUC:
State per pupil spending on public education.  

Description on page 75 of the same source as "POLLIB."



Data supplied by Gerald Wright.

PERA:
Number of years from ERA ratification (if any) until



1978.  Description on page 76 of the same source as



"POLLIB."  Data supplied by Gerald Wright.

PGAMB:
Index of state legalization of 10 different types



of gambling.  Description on pages 75-76 of the



same source as "POLLIB."  Data supplied by Gerald



Wright.

PMED:
Hanson's (1983) measure of the "scope" of Medicaid,



or the state's extension of eligibility for Medicaid



beyond the minimal levels required by federal 

regulations.  Description on page 75 of the same



source as "POLLIB."  Data supplied by Gerald Wright.

POLCLASS:
POLLIB x CLASSB

POLCLAS2: PLEXMED x CLASSB

POLLIB:
Index of state policy liberalism.  Positive scores



(or lower negative scores denote greater liberalism).



This index is based upon "PAFDC," "PCONSUM," "PCRIM,"



"PEDUC," "PERA," "PGAMB," "PMED" and "PTAX." Source:  

Robert S.
Erikson, Gerald C. Wright and John P. McIver, 

Statehouse Democracy, New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1993, pages 75-77.

POP:

State population in thousands.  Data were taken from



the 1992 edition of the Statistical Abstract of the


United States.

PTAX: 
Progressivity of state taxes.  Description on page 76



of the same source as "POLLIB."  Data supplied by



Gerald Wright.  

PTAX1:    Standardized version of PTAX.

RA:

Republican version of "DA."

RATIO:
TAX120/TAX100.

RATIO2:   TAX100/TAX120.  Reverse of "RATIO."  This makes the 

variable congruent with "PTAX" in which higher scores



denote greater progressivity.

RATIO3:   TAX120/TAX100.  Redundent (same as "RATIO").

RATIO4:   OTAX100/OTAX120.

RATST:    Standardized version of RATIO2.   Formula as follows:



(RATIO2-.656423)/.239762    

RE:

Republican version of "DE."

RI: 

Ideology of Republican partisans.   See "DI."

RO:

Republican version of "DO."

SOUTH:    Dummy variable indicating whether or not a state is



located in the South (1 = southern state, 0 = non-



southern state).  These data were taken from 



Congressional Quarterly Weekly Reports, June, 22, 1991,



p. 1710.

STCONS4:  Mean liberalism of the state's electorate.  Positive



scores, or lower negative scores, denote greater 



liberalism.  Same source as "POLLIB" except page 16. 

STONE1:   Lambda measure of cleavage across state house districts.



From Jeffrey M. Stonecash, "Political Cleavage in U.S.



State Legislative Houses,"  Legislative Studies 

Quarterly, volume XXIV, number 2, May 1999, pages 281-



302.  Data are from page 290.

STONE2:   Probit r2 measure of cleavage across state house 

districts.  Source: see "STONE1."

STONE3:   Probit coefficient measure of cleavage across state house



districts.  Source: see "STONE1."

STONE4:   Coefficient of variation across state house districts.



Source: see "STONE1."  Data are from 286 with a 

discussion on pages 284-285.

TAX120:   State taxes as a percentage of the income of the poorest



20% of non-elderly married couples in 1995.  The data



are from Who Pays: A Distributional Analysis of the Tax



Systems in All 50 States by the Citizens for Tax Justice



and the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy.



e-mail: ctj@ctj.org  world wide web: www.ctj.org

TAX2140:  Same as "TAX120" except its for the next poorest 20%



(i.e., 21%-40%).

TAX4160:  Same as "TAX120" except its for families 41%-60%.

TAX6180:  Same as "TAX4160" except its for families 61%-80%.

TAX8195:  Same as "TAX4160" except its for families 81%-95%.

TAX9699:  Same as "TAX4160" except its for families 96%-99%.

TAX100:   Same as "TAX4160" except its for family 100 (i.e., the



richest 1% of families).

TAXCST:   Change in standardized tax scores (i.e., RATST-PTAX1).



This variable measure change in progressivity from 



1980-95.

UNEMPL:
State unemployment rate in 1992.  From the Statistical



Abstract of the United States: 1993, page 396.

UNINS93:
Percentage of the state's non-elederly population who



does not have medical insurance in 1993.  Medicare and 

medicaid recipients are counted as insured.  Source: 

Employee Benefit Research Institute, EBRI Issue Brief, 

February, 1995.

UNION: 
The percentage of those employed in a state who are



members of a labor union.  The data are for 1993 are



are taken from Barry Hirsch and David Macpherson,



Union Membership and Earnings Data Book 1993: 

Compilations from the Current Population Survey, 

Washington: Bureau of National Affairs, 1994, Table 8a.


Variable List for EVIEWS File: STATE2

STATE2 is an expanded version of "STATE."  Thus any variable in STATE2 that has the same name as a variable in STATE is identical to the variable in STATE.  In addition to the variables in STATE, STATE2 contains a group of political and economic variables annually from 1980 through 1995.  These variables came from either Robert Lowery or Paul Brace.  Lowery supplied the following political variables: LHREP80 (number of Republican in the lower house of the state legislature in 1980), UHREP80 (number of Republicans in the upper house of the state legislature in 1980), REPGOV80 (Republican governor in 1980: 1 = yes, 0 = no), the corresponding Democratic variables: LHDEM80, UHDEM80, DEMGOV80

and INDGOV80 (Independent governor in 1980: 1 = yes, 0 = no).

Paul Brace supplied the following economic variables: PRIVATE80 (total private investment in the state in 1980), TGSP80 (total gross state product in 1980), INCOME80 (median family income in the state in 1980), CPI80 (consumer price index adjustment for inflation in 1980: variable equals 100 in 1990).  Brace also supplied an annual measure of the state's population (POPU80).
In addition to Brace's data, I have also included value added in manufacturing for 1992 (MANVA92 - State amd Metropolitan Databook, 1997-98 - page 45) and for 1996 (MANVA96 -  Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1999, page 750).  Value added in munufacturing as a proportion of gross state product is MANTSP92.

Brace's state median familiy income data is suspect. Use 

MEDINC85, MEDINC90 and MEDINC95 for median household income in 1985, 1990 and 1995.  Data are from U.S. Census Bureau, Historical

Tables (Table 8).  Souce is as follows: Http://www.census.gov/hhes/income/histinc/h08.html


I also composed variables from existing variables in STATE.

For example, POLLIB2 is my attempt to replicate POLLIB from standardizing and summing its components (e.g., PAFDC).  The scores are different than POLLIB but almost perfectly correlated.  POLLIB3

is the same as POLLIB2 except the tax component (PTAX) is excluded.


I also included a dummy variable concerning whether or not a

state had an individual income tax in 1976 ("itax76," 1 = yes, 0 = no) and whether or not the state had a sales tax in 1976 (stax76 1=yes, 0=no).  The data were taken from Donald Phares, Who Pays State and Local Taxes?, Oelgeschlager, Gunn and Hain Publishers, Inc., Cambridge, MA, 1980, pages 11-12.  Additionally, there is a similar variable for 1995 (itax95).  The scores are identical to itax76 except that Alaska repealed its income tax over the 1977-95 period. The change for Alaska is from "Who Pays?" by CTJ. 

I have include measures of liberal political strength.  AVGGOVL is average liberalism of the state's government over the 1980-95 period.  It is formulated as follows: the average percentage Democratic of the lower house in the state legislature times .25 plus the average percentage Democratic of the upper house of the state legislature times .25 plus the average Democratic score on the demgov dummy variable (1 = a Democratic governor in that year) times 100 times .50.  AVGGOL1 is AVGGOVL times "DE" (the ideology of Democratic electoral elites.  LIBPOLC is average liberal political clout which is an interaction term composed of AVGGOVL times union times polclass.  LIBPOLC1 is LIBPOLC times "DE" (the ideology of Democratic electoral elites).


ELCOMP is Holbrook and Van Dunk's measure of electoral competition ("Electoral Competition in the American States," American Political Science Review, Vol. 87, 1993, pp. 955-962).
UUNIFYD is the number of years from 1980 to 1995 that the state was under unified Democratic control. Similar counts for unified Republican control and divided government are UNIFYR and UNIFYDIV.
UNIFYPD, UNIFYPR and UNIFYDIV convert the raw numbers into proportions.  

SHARK is Sharkansky's measure of Elazar's political culture vairable ("The Utility of Elazar's Political Culture: A Research Note, Polity, Vol. 30, pp. 66-83).

I have also included income tax incidence variables that include federal tax offsets.  These variables are: RATIOF, TAX120F amd TAX100F.  In each instance the variable with the "f" extension is the same as the variable in the "state" file except that the "f" extension indicates the inclusion of the federal tax offset.

PHARESBENCH and PHARESPROG are Phares' estimates of the progressivity of total state and local taxes (i.e., they are the same as used by Radcliff and Saiz).   The difference between the two measures is that one is Phares "benchmark" estimate and the other is his most progressive case.  The data are from pages 142-143 of Phares book. 


Order of States for EVIEWS File: STATE
1.  Alabama

2.  Alaska

3.  Arizona

4.  Arkansas

5.  California

6.  Colorado

7.  Connecticut

8.  Delaware

9.  Florida

10. Georgia

11. Hawaii

12. Idaho

13. Illinois

14. Indiana

15. Iowa

16. Kansas

17. Kentucky

18. Louisiana

19. Maine

20. Maryland

21. Massachusetts

22. Michigan

23. Minnesota

24. Mississippi

25. Missouri

26. Montana

27. Nebraska

28. Nevada

29. New Hampshire

30. New Jersey

31. New Mexico

32. New York

33. North Carolina

34. North Dakota

35. Ohio

36. Oklahoma

37. Oregon

38. Pennsylvania

39. Rhode Island

40. South Carolina

41. South Dakota

42. Tennessee

43. Texas

44. Utah

45. Vermont

46. Virginia

47. Washington

48. West Virginia

49. Wisconsin

50. Wyoming

