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POSC 550                                 PRIVATE 

Research Methods in Political Science

Spring, 2011
Dr. Dennis

     Office Hours: M,W -  9-9:30, 10:45-11:00, Monday – 6:10-6:30, SPA-227

     Phone:

         
Office:   (562) 985-4711

         
Home:   (562) 597-7287:  2:00-5:45 on Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

and Sunday

Fax:        (562) 985-4979

Website: http://www.csulb.edu/~cdennis 
     e-mail: cdennis@csulb.edu  Please do not ask statistical questions via email.  I 

need to be able to engage you in conversation.  That’s how I discover what you don’t know.   So, call me at home (562-597-7287) on Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday.   You should plan on calling me several times.   For example, the ringer on my phone may be turned off and I don’t hear anything until the message machine goes off.  Additionally, the battery on my phone may be “dead” and I need to switch phones.  As a result, I may miss your call. Alternatively, I may be out emptying the trash when you call.  Therefore, if you do not reach me at home try a few minutes later, or the next day. You will eventually reach me.  Due to financial cost (I teach several courses), I do not return phone calls.

     
What can political science say about some of the most important questions of our time?  For example, why do nations go to war, and how can such conflicts be resolved?  Can government develop and maintain a social welfare system which provides adequate financial and health security for the public, and still maintain the support of those who pay for it?  The purpose of POSC 550 is four-fold.  First, to provide you with the quantitative research tools that can help answer such questions; second, to be able to read quantitative work in political science and the social sciences generally; third, for you to undertake a quantitative study yourself; and finally, for you to be able to think through a model (i.e., the independent and dependent variables and the likely form of their relationship) in situations where you will not be able to analyze data (e.g., a case study).

     
Each of the questions I posed at the outset is empirical; that is, they pertain to the observable world.  This course does not assume that such questions are the only important, or even the most important questions.  Indeed, to recast these questions, one could certainly say that normative questions (e.g., Should nations go to war? Does society have an obligation to the poor, and if so, what?) are equally important and logically prior to the questions I originally posed.  However, normative questions are the subject matter of other courses (e.g., political philosophy).  


Alternatively, this course deals with empirical questions.  These two types of knowledge are often complementary.  For example, one may conclude that war is immoral and seek empirical knowledge pertaining to how to minimize its likelihood. An understanding of the empirical world is interesting and important in itself (e.g., does much other than economic self-interest explain international relations?), but it is also a means to apply normatively determined ends.  Probably for such reasons, a large portion of current political science research is empirical (as in economics, sociology and psychology).  Typically, in the most prestigious general political science journals (e.g.,  American Political Science Review,  American Journal of Political Science,  Journal of Politics, etc.)  approximately 50% of the articles are quantitative.  Pages 217-244 of the Coursepack for POSC 550 provide a good example of the statistical tables one finds in contemporary political science.  Indeed, a prime goal of this course is to acquaint you with a major research method of your discipline.  However, since such a process involves a specialized knowledge (hypothesis formulation, data collection, data analysis, etc.), it is not typically taught in graduate courses.  Consequently, a graduate student is often ill-equipped to read much of the contemporary literature in political science or to undertake certain types of research (e.g., a thesis or dissertation).  Hence, the need for this course.

     
Before outlining the course, let me address a pertinent topic. The question of an empirical "science of politics" is often hotly debated.  Certainly not all subjects of interest to those that think of themselves as political scientists are amenable to empirical research.  Political philosophy would be the obvious exception.  Political philosophy is critically important in its own right, and as I indicated earlier, plays a central role in determining what questions should be studied empirically.  Indeed, values penetrate the social sciences just as they do the natural sciences (when a chemist decides to study cancer cells, he or she has made a value judgment-that finding a cure for cancer is important).  Regardless of what your interests in political science are, you should be exposed to how empirical research is done and how a scientific field operates.  Furthermore, your interests may change as you become aware of different approaches and the potentialities they offer.  I know my orientation toward political science changed over time.  When I began graduate school I had no interest in quantitative analysis.  I also had no understanding of the tremendous opportunities it offers.

     
I can certainly understand one's apprehension, if not fear, in taking a quantitative course.  Often, the type of student attracted to political science is not very quantitatively oriented.  As the last formal mathematics I had was a tenth grade geometry course (which was a distant ten years ago!), I can appreciate such a concern.  Despite the impression you may have gotten from examining the reading materials, this is not a highly mathematically oriented course.  The mathematical threshold of this course is well below that necessary to be admitted to the university. You will rarely calculate statistics by hand.  To the extent mathematics is used, it will mainly be in the Coursepack for POSC 550 (see reading assignments).  However, much of the usefulness of mathematics can be gained by having you reason out the formula (why the formula reads as it does) and then following the execution of the formula. Additionally, the Coursepack for POSC 550 eliminates virtually the entire burden of note taking. 

Grading
     
As the subject matter of this course is sequential (later topics are based upon earlier topics) it is imperative that you understand each succeeding assignment.  In order to place a premium on the weekly reading assignments (or reviewing the previous assignment if there is not a new assignment that week), there will be two quizzes every week (one early in the evening and one late in the evening). The first quiz will always cover the entire reading assignment.  This places a tremendous emphasis on being very familiar with the entire assignment prior to the beginning of class.  I do this because you can not intelligently discuss something you have not read.  The second quiz will come at the end of the evening. Cumulatively, these quizzes will constitute one-third of your grade.  I will drop your lowest quiz score.  If you miss a quiz for any reason, it is automatically the quiz that is dropped.  


The second component of your grade is a term paper.  The term paper counts for one-third of your grade.  In a few minutes I will handout a sample term paper and discuss it.  A comprehensive final examination constitutes the remaining one-third of your grade.



If you read the material for the first time on the day class meets you will not do well on the quizzes.  You should always have the entire assignment read twice by the end of the weekend.  If not, you are making insufficient effort.  After you read the assignment twice, call me and ask me questions.   In my opinion, the biggest mistake students make is not calling me often enough at home.  Do not avoid calling me because you think you are so confused you would not know what to ask.  If you are confused call me and let me ask you questions.  I will discover what you do not know and help you.  But, I can only help you if you will let me.  While I may not be home each time you call, if you try over several days you will reach me. Due to the cost I do not return phone calls (with several classes this would become extremely expensive).  


Two basic rules of being a graduate student are that you always attend class and have the assignment read.  If either of these poses a problem, you should withdraw from the course.  If attendance will be difficult, do not start.  You will not do well. I can say in all candor from having taught this course almost annually since 1985, people who miss class are almost invariably "lost" when they return.  I can not think of a student who missed this class more than once who received an "A."  Virtually all of the "A" students attended every class.  Also, they consistently scored high on the quizzes.  While the quizzes only constitute one-third of your grade, they are usually the most important factor.  This is because the quiz scores vary more than either of the other two components.  The greater the variation, the more people are "separated" into various levels (i.e., "grades").   


I grade on a relative basis.  For example, six out of ten points on a quiz is an excellent score if everyone else scores below six, but a poor score if everyone else scores above six.  The final grade distribution is geared to the distribution of grades in the entire aduate program in political science (typically about 3.4 on a 4.0 scale).

Textbooks

The only required textbook for the course is Coursepack for POSC 550 (hereafter “Coursepack”).  Ample copies are available in the University Bookstore.

                       


Assignments

Class Cancellation: In the event that class is cancelled read the next assignment.  
For example, if I am ill or there is a major earthquake on 1/31/11, I would 
expect that on 2/7/11 you will have read the assignment for 1/31/11 as well 

as the assignment for 2/7/11.  The quizzes on 2/7/11 would cover both reading assignments.  Always bring the Coursepack to class.

I. Basic Statistics and their Role in Political Science


A.  
Coursepack, pages 1-13 due read by 1/31
Take-Home Quiz on Variable Measurement - Part of  this week’s quiz is to be done at home. Using an example from one of your two examination fields, write and defend two hypotheses and state the unit of analysis. Additionally, explain how you would measure all variables and interpret a non-zero score on each variable.  Make sure your paper is typed (handwritten material will not be accepted) and stapled (i.e., do not “dog ear” two sheets of paper together). Since you can’t use abortion as a topic, I’ll use it to show how various portions of the quiz should be done.  Additionally, since abortion is a central issue in American political campaigns and I study American politics, it would seem to be a reasonable choice for me.  My first hypothesis might be that higher the abortion rate in a state, the more likely a senator representing that state will favor abortion rights.   First, notice that the previous hypothesis was “directional” (just keep reading).  Thus, I didn’t say that the abortion rate would be “related” to a senator’s vote on abortion.  Rather, I hypothesized that the higher the abortion rate in a state the more likely a senator from that state would favor abortion rights (i.e., a positive relationship).  The opposite hypothesis (i.e., a negative relationship) would also have been directional (i.e., the higher the abortion rate in a state the less likely a senator from that state would support abortion rights).  When you write your hypotheses don’t use the terms “positive” or “negative.”  I want you to use terms that actually show the mechanics of the direction of the hypothesis (i.e., higher, lower, more, less, etc.) as I did above.  I chose a positive direction (i.e., “higher” and “more”) as opposed to a negative direction (“higher” and “less”) because I think there is a sounder theoretical basis for such a choice.  My reasoning is that the senator might be using the frequency of abortion as a measure of public opinion about abortion. Thus, the higher the abortion rate in a state, the more permissive the senator might think the state’s residents are concerning abortion.  When you do this assignment you need to present a reason (as I just did) for why you hypothesized the particular direction of the relationship.  The abortion rate would be measured by the number of abortions for every 1,000 live births in the state.  A “rate” adjusts for population size.  Thus, if you simply used the number of abortions as the measure it wouldn’t adjust for the tremendous differences in the number of people (as thus number of births) in a state.  The dependent variable, the senator’s stance on abortion, would be measured by their vote on the partial birth abortion ban of several years ago.  Now I need to interpret a non-zero score on each variable.  A score of “4.5” on abortion rate would mean that there were 4.5 abortions for every 1,000 live births in that state.  A score of “1” for the senator’s vote on the partial birth abortion bill would mean that the senator voted in favor of banning partial birth abortions.  The unit of analysis would be a senator (not a state) because we are collecting data on senators and each of the senators from a state represent the entire state.  If we said the unit of analysis was a state, then how would we deal with the fact that there are two senators who might vote differently while representing the same state?  Since the assignment is to write, defend, measure, interpret non-zero scores of all the variables and state the unit of analysis for two hypotheses from one of your examination fields, you would need to go through the process I just did twice.  
Do not use an example from the Coursepack!  If your principle sub-field is political theory, formulate an example from your other examination field (or field in which you are taking courses). Make sure you work entirely alone. You can call me, but do not consult other students in the class, or other individuals, about the take-home quiz.   Make sure you read the next 3 pages very carefully before undertaking this assignment.
To provide further assistance, let me first raise some measurement questions and then I will show you a quiz from a previous semester with my comments.  It should go without saying that you cannot use either variable I am going to mention in your quiz.  Let’s say that you were in comparative politics and you were interested in the impact of U.S. foreign aid. How should you measure foreign aid?  For example, let’s use Greece as an example.  Your first thought might be to use billions of dollars of U.S. aid to Greece.  Thus, if the computer read a score of 1.5 this would mean that the U.S. gave Greece $1,500,000,000 of aid in the year in question.  If your interest is in the impact of U.S. foreign aid on the recipient nation, this is probably not a good measure because it does not say how valuable the aid is to the nation that received it.  A better measure would be U.S. aid as a percentage of the recipient nation’s gross national product (i.e., the annual value of the recipient nation’s economy).  Supposing this 1.5 billion dollars of aid amounted to .5% of Greece’s economy.  Under this metric, if the computer read a score of .5 it would mean that U.S. aid to Greece in a particular year represented one-half of one percent of Greece’s economy.  Notice that I “translated” .5%.  When you write your answer do as I just did.  Thus, say that a score of .5 (if that is a likely score on the variable in question) indicates that U.S. aid to Greece in a given year represented one-half of one percent of the value of Greece’s economy.  If you had just said “.5%” I would not have known whether you think that means one-half of one percent or fifty percent (i.e., .5 would be 50% on a scale which ranged from 0 to 1.0).  If you want to measure a variable through the use of a survey (i.e., measure a variable by either citizens or elites answers to a question) you need to both write the survey question and list the possible answers. As you’ll see as the semester goes on, I place great importance on being able to “translate” a number into the most understandable terms (i.e., most concrete) possible.  

Let me use an example from international relations.  Suppose you are interested in studying the likelihood that a conflict will result in war.  One possible variable of interest might be each nation’s nuclear capability.  How would you measure this?  If it were me, I would resist the temptation to count the nuclear war heads a nation had for two reasons: (1) it omits the criteria of whether, or not, the nation can actually explode the warhead in the opposition nation (i.e., what good is a nuclear weapon that you cannot actually launch into an opposing nation? – thus it’s not just having the weapon but rather the ability to explode it in the opposition nation that is important); and (2) the impact is not likely quantitative but qualitative (i.e., 100 warheads are not likely much more valuable than 5 warheads – certainly not 20 times more valuable – that is why in the international relations literature nuclear weapons are typically measured as either “0” = the nation does not have deliverable nuclear weapons or “1” = the nation does have deliverable nuclear weapons).  Most Importantly, you want to show that you take the assignment seriously.  State what theories would lead you to hypothesize the relationships you do.  Additionally, pick variables whose operationalization will demonstrate that you have put considerable thought into this assignment (like my discussion of foreign aid and nuclear weapons immediately above).  As I did previously with foreign aid, explain why you use one measure instead of another.  Make sure you have various categories for each variable and explain the rationale for the categories and what particular scores on each variable would indicate.  Don’t something like “a higher score indicates greater democracy.”  How would you measure democracy? How would a score of “3” be different than a score of “2” (i.e., don’t say that a score of 3 means a nation is “more democratic” than if it scored  2 – that’s vague and shows little, if any, thought).  Make sure you write directional hypotheses and provide a sound pattern of reasoning for why you think each relationship would be in the direction you hypothesize.  Below is a quiz from a previous semester.  My comments are in bold (mostly in parentheses).  
Quiz 1 (Take-Home) 

Area of Examination Chosen: Comparative Politics (U.S-Latin American Immigration Policy)

Hypothesis: The more conservative a border state senator (Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson, Sen. John McCain) is, the more likely they are to support a guess (guest, not guess) worker program.  [You have two hypotheses that should be separated.  The first would be, “senators from border states are more likely to support a guest worker program than senators from non-border states.” The second hypothesis would likely be, “the more conservative the senator the less likely they are to support a guest worker program.”  You mixed two independent variables together (i.e., one is the conservatism of the senator and the other is whether or not they are from a border state).  You need to state this as two separate hypotheses. Additionally, why should greater senatorial liberalism lead to a higher probability of the senator supporting a guest worker program?  Furthermore, why should proximity to a boarder impact the likelihood a senator will support a guest worker program?  I’m not saying that either relationship is illogical.  Rather, I’m saying you haven’t offered any theory to support either relationship.] 

Variables: Senators philosophy, State, Guess Worker program

Scores: I would use an ordinal level of measurement. Senators are Conservative (How would you measure conservatism?) and Represent a border state (How would measure “border state”? – is this only bordering Mexico?  How about bordering Canada?)=3. Senators are Moderate and Represent a border state=2. Senators are liberal and represent a border state=1. [Two problems: (1) you’ve mixed two independent variables together – you need separate measures for philosophy of the senator and location of the senator’s state; (2) you have no measure of non-border states – they way you’ve set this up, border isn’t a variable, it’s a constant – i.e., you have to compare border state senators to non-border state senators - not just use 6 senators who are all from border states thus having no variation on “border”]. Independent Variables: Philosophy of U.S. Senator, U.S. Border Region states of (California, Texas, Arizona). [You need to compare senators from border states to senators from non-border states.  If you did what you mentioned, there would only be 6 cases (i.e., 2 senators from each of those 3 states – too few for any kind of analysis)] Dependent Variable: Support for a guess worker program (How do you measure that? A vote in the Senate?  You don’t say.)  Unit of Analysis: State [No, the state is not the unit of analysis.  Rather, a senator is the unit of analysis. Just look at how your hypothesis was phrased, “A senator ….” If a state were the unit of analysis you would have only one ideology score per state.  You could obtain a state ideology score by averaging the ideology scores of the two senators, but this would reduce your information (i.e., a state could receive a score of 100 on ideology by having one senator score 100 and the other 0, or by both scoring 50.  We would have a more interesting test by using the information about how the state ideology score was attained – i.e., what score each senator had – than by combining them into one score.). Besides, isn’t the dependent variable senator specific (i.e., a senator’s support or opposition to a guest worker program)?]  If my hypothesis holds true, then border state Senators (California: Feinstein, Boxer, Arizona: Kyle, McCain) would be supportive of legislation supporting guess worker programs. If falsified then my hypothesis would be proven incorrect. (Never use “prove” – you will never “prove” or “disprove” anything by the methods we use.  Rather you will find that some views of the world are more credible than others.) Hopefully the above discussion has helped you.  Remember, work alone (i.e., only discuss your measures with me).  
Note: Even if you do not understand something in the reading 

assignment keep reading until you complete the assignment. A subsequent example or discussion will often clarify something that may have initially been unclear.  Always bring the Coursepack to class.


Since the initial steps of the term paper are likely to be time consuming, why not get an early start?  Look at letter “D” ahead (i.e., the initial steps of the term paper.  As mentioned in the attachment I sent you before the semester began, a letter from a practitioner would be extremely valuable.   Immediately ahead is an approach to finding practitioners that would could either use by email or phone.

Since you’re just beginning the paper project, why not see if you can get a “match” between an interest you have and that of a practitioner who could eventually write a letter of recommendation for you?  As I will discuss extensively at our first class meeting, one of the biggest weaknesses you are likely to have either in applying to a professional master’s degree program or to secure employment in a field that interests you is the lack of experience.  The practitioner approach mentioned ahead will allow you to build a relationship with a practitioner who can then write a very useful letter of recommendation for you.  As you’ll see when you read the ensuing section, you’d need to get this person involved right from the beginning of the project.       

What might be an extremely beneficial way to start the term paper would be to ask practitioners if they are going to face a problem in a policy area that interests you over the next 6 to 9 months (i.e., a time frame over which you could prepare an analysis).   Take a look at both the “generic” and “specific” examples ahead.

Generic Example

     
Subject Line: Saratoga, FL – Communications Policy 

(putting the location the recipient works in the subject line along with a policy name applicable to the work they do should increase the probability of a response)


Body of the Message:

I am graduate student in political science who is preparing a policy analysis.  Looking ahead over the next 6 to 9 months, is there a problem area in which a policy analysis of two, or more, policies or policy proposals would be helpful either to you or your organization?  If you can provide me with the specifics of the proposals, or tell me where I could find them, I could prepare an analysis that would, hopefully, be of value to you and/or your organization.

NOTE: When you send it out don’t use general terms such as “your organization.”  Use their specific job title and organization.  The more the recipient feels the message is specifically “for them,” the more likely they are to respond.

For the same reason, don’t “forward” a message.  If the respondent sees a “forward” sign either in the subject line, or anywhere else in the message, they are much less likely to respond.

Specific Example

The sample term paper in the syllabus deals with proposals to expand broadband communication in rural areas.  If I had such an interest and was just beginning the process of building the term paper, I would begin by searching for people in government organizations, or private businesses, who deal with communications policy.  State governments typically have large enough bureaucracies that they will have specialists in many policy areas.  To get started, I “googled” the state of Minnesota.   I found that they had an Office of Enterprise Technology.  Clicking on that option I then noticed that the was a heading for “Planning.”  The planning link led me to a pdf. file entitled, “Strategic IT Planning Assistance at OET” which I downloaded.  On page 13 of the report I found a state official, Keith Goettsch, who was conducting a survey about technology needs.  Both a phone number and email address were listed (keith.goettsch@state.mn.us).  His job title and survey suggested that he would be a good person to contact.  The following message would be what I would’ve sent:

Subject Line: Minnesota: Technology Needs

Body of the Message:

Mr. Goettsch,

I am graduate student in political science who is preparing a policy analysis on communications/technology policies for state governments.  Looking ahead over the next 6 to 9 months, is there a problem area in which a policy analysis of two, or more, communications/technology policies or policy proposals would be helpful either to you or the Office of Enterprise Technology?  If you can provide me with the specifics of the proposals, or tell me where I could find them, I could prepare an analysis that would, hopefully, be of value to you.  Please don’t hesitate to suggest persons that would be useful to contact.   Any advice would be greatly appreciated.

                                 Sincerely,

                                 Chris Dennis

                                 Dept. of Political Science

                                 Cal. State Univ. at Long Beach 

Initially, I’d try a few states and see what, if anything, received.  There could be some interesting material to follow through on.  Don’t hesitate to write down phone numbers of specific individuals to call.

B.
Coursepack, pages 14-27 are due read by 2/7.  Take-Home Quiz on Means and Standard Deviations: Political scientists frequently use means and standard deviations. Part of this week’s quiz is to be done at home.  Make sure your paper is typed (handwritten material will not be accepted) and stapled (i.e., do not “dog ear” two sheets of paper together).  Answer the question on the top half of page 246.  If you were a World Bank official who would make the decision over which of the three countries mentioned on the top of page 246 would receive the loan, which country would you select? Defend your answer by using the mean and standard deviation.  The first step in defending your answer is to state what the purpose of the loan is.  Thus, as a World Bank official what are you trying to accomplish with the loan?  After you have explained the purpose of the loan use the mean and standard deviation in the data on the top half of page 246 to argue why loaning the money to the nation you selected best accomplishes the goal you set.  Keep in mind there are two statistics at work: a measure of central tendency (the mean) and a measure of dispersion (the standard deviation).  You need to use them together.   Too often I receive answers almost entirely based on either the mean or standard deviation alone.  Think of the picture of a nation that the mean and standard deviation create together.  Make sure you work entirely alone. You can call me, but do not consult other students in the class, or other individuals, about the take-home quiz.  
   
C.
Coursepack, pages 28-46 due read by 2/14 

Take-Home Quiz on Cross-Tabulation and Measures of Association
Part of this week’s quiz is to be done at home. Using an example from one of your two examination fields, create and interpret a cross tabulation table with three variables (i.e., independent, dependent and control variables – see the top of page 29).  Discuss what theory (or theories) would logically link these variables. Explain how you would measure each of the variables.  As with take-home quiz #1, you will need the following: (1) a directional hypothesis for each independent or control variable (more on “control” variables ahead – just keep reading); (2) a defense for each hypothesis (i.e., why should we expect the relationship you hypothesize); (3) to interpret a non-zero score on each variable; (4) create a table of the general form appearing on the top of page 29 of the coursepack; (5) interpret the results from the table.  Since you need to interpret the data in a table and you will not be able either to undertake a study yourself or analyze data from a previous study, you will have to create a set of hypothetical entries for each of the cells of your cross-tabulation table.  The data on pages 28-30 of the coursepack are hypothetical, as opposed to actual, data.  Don’t use numbers and variables similar to those on pages 28-30 of the coursepack.  That would show little imagination or concern.
A control variable is a second independent variable.  The difference between the independent variable and the control variable is that the independent variable is the one the researcher is interested in at that particular time.  Thus, in the table on the top of page 29 both location and education would be independent variables because each might plausibly impact the level of tolerance a person has.  Since I was interested to see if the initial relationship that location seemed to have with tolerance (page 28) would remain if we took into account a second factor that might also influence tolerance (i.e., education), I set the table up so that we could see how location was related to tolerance within each category of education.  Since we were examining the impact of location on tolerance for each category of education rather than examining the impact of education on tolerance for each category of location, location was the independent variable and education was the control variable.  If my goal had been to study the impact of education on tolerance I would have set the table up with education as the independent variable and location as the control variable.  As always, do not contact other members of the class and do not use an example inspired by the textbook.  You are encouraged to call me and discuss the assignment.   
A word to the wise! – Assignment 4 (the next assignment) is likely to take you a considerable amount of time.  It is advisable to start early (e.g., this week).

D. 
Term Paper – Step I – is due on 2/21 

The following discussion explains how to proceed.  Make sure you read the entire discussion before attempting to do the assignment.  This includes the discussion which immediately follows PLUS pages 293-307 of the coursepack.   Thus, as soon as you finish the next four pages, read pages 293-307 of the coursepack.  DON’T SKIP TO PAGE 293, THERE IS MUCH IMPORTANT MATERIAL (INCLUDING A DISCUSSION OF POLITICAL FEASIBILITY) THAT YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE READING PAGES 293-307. 

This course allows you to apply your interests in political science to topics of importance to both public and private sector employers using methods these employers highly value.  Additionally, the writing style of the term paper is in the form commonly used in governmental agencies and private businesses (see the sample term paper later in this syllabus).  Since you will be writing a paper similar to what public and private sector workers produce, it is easy for the reader to envision you working in their organization.  Furthermore, the type of paper – a policy analysis - lets you apply your interests in political science to important issues confronting society. 

The main goal of this assignment is to demonstrate that you have both the necessary materials and a sufficient grasp of important concepts in policy analysis (explained ahead) so that you can complete the term paper.  You are writing the paper to explain the tradeoffs in various policy options.  Thus you are an “analyst” not an “advocate.”  Few policies are optimal for every goal.  For example, expanding the rights/protections of immigrants can be a good cause, but current immigrants tend to reduce the wages of low wage non-immigrant workers (current research suggests by about 8%).  Thus, helping the “poor” and helping immigrants may pose tradeoffs.  A significant portion of your paper is to explain such tradeoffs to the reader.
You will need at least two policy alternatives to compare.  You do not necessarily need two policy proposals (i.e., you can compare the status quo to one proposed policy change).  For example, you could compare one proposed policy alternative to an existing policy or two, or more, proposed policy alternatives to each other.  In order to accomplish this task, you need specific and detailed information.  For example, if you are comparing various state health care plans you would need to know if the proposal set minimum and/or maximum rates physicians could charge?  What cost savings does each plan contain?  For example, does the plan contain incentives for patients to follow their doctor’s advice (e.g., you either pay less and/or get better care if you follow your doctor’s advice than if you do not)?  Keep in mind that there is “always a policy in force.”  Thus, not having a policy regulating how much pharmaceutical companies can charge for particular drugs is still a government policy.  In this case “the policy” would be to let drug prices go to whatever level the market dictated.  Such an approach is still “a policy.”   


You can pick from a seemingly limitless supply of policies. Thus, regardless of your particular interest in political science, you should be able to find some interesting policies/proposals to compare.  If your interests are in domestic policy you can select any city council, state, group of states or federal policy change.  You can analyze the policy impact of federal, state or local court decisions. If your interests are in global policy you can analyze policies by any nation, group of nations (e.g., the European Union) or international regulatory body (e.g., the United Nations, the International Criminal Court, etc.).  If your interests are in governmental policy toward nonprofit organizations you can analyze proposed policy changes regarding nonprofits by any sub-national unit (i.e., states, counties or cities, or courts at that same government level), national unit (the government of any nation or court at that same level), or international unit (e.g., the United Nations).  Additionally, you can examine policy proposals nonprofit organizations make to governing officials. Furthermore, if your interests involve the impact of governmental policies/regulations on business, there is an almost unlimited number of possibilities (e.g., environment regulation, health and safety laws, etc.).   Finally, you can pick policies/proposals that internally govern an organization.  For example, you could compare two policies/proposals for organizing work in an organization (e.g., flexible working hours, bonuses vs. set salary, etc.).

Let me provide some examples of how you might get started. One straightforward method would be to: (1) go to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities website (www.cbpp.org); (2) under “Areas of Research” pick a policy area that interests you; (3) scroll down the page and pursue options that interest you; and (4) see if the discussion you find provides an analysis of several different policies/proposals in this policy area and the names of specific policies/proposals.  You could then “google search” to locate the actual policy or proposal mentioned in the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities article.  A variation of this approach would be to consult current and prior editorials by Nobel Prize winning economist Paul Krugman (available at www.nytimes.com).  Frequently Krugman provides both policy analysis and the names of specific policies/proposals.  

At the federal level you could examine federal regulations (http://origin.www.gpoaccess.gov and under “Executive Resources” click on “Code of Federal Regulations” or for proposed regulations look under “Executive Resources” and click on “Federal Register”), public and private laws (http://origin.www.gpoaccess.gov and under “Legislative Resources” click on “Public and Private Laws”) and the policy impact of federal judicial decisions (http://origin.www.gpoaccess.gov and under “Judicial Resources” click on either “View All” or “Supreme Court Web Site” – also on the Supreme Court try www.law.cornell.edu and click on “Supreme Court opinions” - upper middle of the screen).  If you lack advanced legal training you may find articles in law reviews more useful than the text of the actual court decision.  For example, you can access both the UCLA Law Review and the Georgia Law Review through Lexis-Nexis at www.csulb.edu/library by (1) going to www.csulb.edu/library; (2) clicking on “Locate Specific Journals by title”; and (3) entering UCLA Law Review to the right of “e-journal title begins with.” 

You can also access federal agencies directly on the internet.  Three agencies that might be particularly useful for your paper are the Government Accountability Office (www.gao.gov ; click on “Reports and Testimonies”), the Environmental Protection Agency (www.epa.gov) and the Federal Communications Commission (www.fcc.gov).   The Congressional Budget Office (www.cbo.gov) has excellent analyses of federal policy and proposed policy changes.  
You can also use the policy proposals of the U.S. Congress.  The Congressional Record (http://thomas.loc.gov) is perhaps the definitive source for roll call votes and congressional debate.  Be prepared to try various options.  For example, when I was researching the estate tax, I needed to enter “death tax” in order to find much of what I wanted.  If you want to use congressional materials and have difficulty using the Congressional Record, contact me and I will email you detailed instructions that should help.  
The best single source I’ve found for finding state policies is stateline (www.stateline.org). To make the most use of the stateline website proceed as follows: (1) go to www.stateline.org ; (2) click on "All States" (upper left corner of the screen); (3) scroll down the left side of the screen to "Public Policy Links" and click; (4) choose the appropriate policy area and work from there (i.e., go to the various websites listed under each policy area).  You can analyze a policy in any of the 50 states.  You may need to click on each individual state.   Another good source is the National Conference of State Legislatures (www.ncsl.org).
For California State Government specifically go to the state website: www.ca.gov/About/Government.html (potentially useful links for policy proposals are include “Search Law” – upper left side of the screen, “State Agency Index” – middle of the screen and “State Government” – middle of the screen). Additionally, the Legislative Analyst’s Office has excellent reviews of state policy (www.lao.ca.gov and click on “Subject Areas”).  Having an interest in health care, I wanted to see the health care proposals put forth by the Democratic leadership in the California Assembly during the 2007-2008 session.  Here are the steps I followed: (1) www.leginfo.ca.gov/ ; (2) click on “Legislative WWW sites”; (3) click on “California Senate” (you can access either the Senate or the Assembly from this icon – even though you would only think it applies to the Senate); (4) click on “Legislation”; (5) click on “Index” (middle of the screen); (6) under “Assembly Bill Index” I then clicked on “2007-2008 sorted sequentially by Bill Number”; (7) I found bill AB 8 offered by former Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez entitled, “Health Care Coverage: Employers and Employees”; (8) I now went back to step “5,” (made surre the Session was the correct time period) and instead of choosing “Index” I entered AB 8 after “Bill number” and clicked on “Search”; (9) the first item listed was a detailed description of AB 8 (watch the letters closely – just below AB 8 were ACA 8, ACR 8 – not what I was looking for); (10) I then clicked on AB 8 and it brought up a number of PDF Reports (i.e., in Adobe Acrobat – which you can get free at www.adobe.com) that provide sufficient detail to undertake the type of analysis we are interested in.  Additionally, given the salience of the health care issue in California at the time I was undertaking this (May 2007), there were several stories in the Los Angeles Times about various health care proposals (including AB 8) before the legislature.  [To access previous issues of the Los Angeles Times (1) go to www.csulb.edu/library; (2) under “Research Support” and “Find Articles” click on “databases by topic”; (3) click on “Newspapers”; (4) click on “Newspapers” again (do not click on Historical Los Angeles Times” – you may need more recent material – if you are at home you will probably need to enter your campus id. and password); (5) click on the “Publications” tab at the top of the page; and (6) click on “L” for The Los Angeles Times.]  The Council of State Governments’ website may also be of value in analyzing state policies (www.csg.org and look under “Policy & Research”).
At the local level, the Los Angeles City Council deals with many policy changes.  To utilize the Los Angeles City Council website do the following: (1) go to www.lacity.org/council; (2) click on “Reports” (on the left side of the screen) or click on something under “Los Angeles Highlights.” I tried the “Reports” option and found some very detailed policy information.  In some cases you may need to focus on a portion of the report.  For example, the Ramparts Report on the Los Angeles Police Department is roughly 250 pages.  If you were interested in law enforcement, you could take an article from a policy journal that dealt with police conduct and then try to match the aspect(s) of police conduct it deals with to the appropriate section of the Ramparts Report.  Given the research in the journal article, how would the proposed policy changes in the Ramparts Report likely work?  What are the likely “tradeoffs” (i.e., what might be best for morale might not be good for readiness, deployment, etc.)? 
If your interests are in global policy you can examine the impact of any federal, state or local policy on foreign governments and/or foreign companies.  You could “google” search any nation and, for many, find regulatory and legal changes that could form the basis of a paper.  Additionally, the United Nations has much interesting material that could form the basis of your paper (www.un.org ; click on “Welcome”; and choose from “Peace and Security,” “Development,” “Human Rights,” “Humanitarian Affairs,” and “International Law”).  The European Union (http://europa.eu/ ; click on “Gateway to the European Union”; and “Policies and activities”), and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (www.oecd.org; under “Resources for” click on “Government Officials”; click on “chronological list of our Policy Briefs”) offer proposals in many different policy areas.   

If your interests are in nonprofit organizations there are several good options.  The National Council of Nonprofit Associations is an excellent source of information on the public policy positions of nonprofit organizations (www.ncna.org and click on “Public Policy”).  Another useful website concerning the policy positions of nonprofit organizations is www.usa.gov/Business/Nonprofit.shtml. 

If your interests are in how government policy affects business, you might get suggests for a policy to analyze from the following websites: U.S. Chamber of Commerce (www.uschamber.com; click on “Issues”; under “Resources” – scroll down to the lower-middle of the screen; and click on “Issues Search” ) and the National Association of Manufacturers (www.nam.org; go to - i.e., highlight -  “Policy Issue Information” – left side of the screen and choose the appropriate area).  WHEN YOU READ PAGES 293-307 YOU WILL FINDOUT THAT ONE OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS INITIAL TERM PAPER ASSIGNMENT IS TO PICK FOUR CRITERIA ON WHICH TO COMPARE THE POLICIES YOU SELECT.  WHILE IT IS NOT A REQUIREMENT, ONE PARTICULARLY “GOOD” CRITERIA TO CHOOSE IS POLITICAL FEASABILITY.  I MENTION THIS FOR THREE REASONS: (1) AS POLITICAL SCIENTISTS POLITICAL FEASIBILITY IS A “NATURAL” FOR YOU; (2) UNLESS A POLICY IS POLITICALLY FEASIBLE IT IS EITHER UNLIKELY TO BE ADOPTED OR UNLIKELY TO STAY IN EXISTENCE LONG IF IT HAS BEEN ADOPTED; (3) AS YOU WILL SEE LATER, ADDRESSING THE QUESTION OF POLITICAL FEASABILITY WILL GIVE YOU THE PERFECT RATIONALE FOR APPENDICES A AND B WHICH WILL BE PART OF YOUR FINAL TERM PAPER.  NOW READ PAGES 293-307 

E.
Coursepack, pages 47-63 and 179-186 are due read by 2/28 NOTE: As 
explained on pages 179-180, there is a take-home quiz on this material.  Probability theory is a very important part of statistical analysis.  Since many of you are interested in public law, I like to introduce this material with the jury selection example in the reading assignment.  

F.
Coursepack, pages 64-81 due read by 3/7


After reading the assignment, take the following practice quizzes: (1) calculating and interpreting the covariance – page 287; and (2) interpreting bivariate regression results – page 289.
Take-Home Quiz on Bivariate Regression – Take the practice quiz before attempting the take-home quiz.  Part of this week’s quiz is to be done at home. Using an example from one of your two examination fields, create and interpret a bivariate regression. Discuss the theory that would logically link the independent and dependent variables and what direction of the relationship should be (i.e., positive or negative and why).  Explain how you would measure both variables.  For each variable mention what a particular score would mean.  For example, if the computer read a score of 7.9, what would this mean?  When I mentioned to create a bivariate regression I meant to makeup (i.e., not calculate) a set of regression results for a bivariable regression (i.e., makeup a value for “a” and a value for “b” but not calculate either “a” or “b”).  I then want you to interpret the bivariate regression results (i.e., the specific values you created for “a” and “b”).  Thus, if you said the value of “a” was 38.5, what would this mean in the context of your problem? Pay very close attention to the interpretations I made over pages 76-78.  For example, do not say something like “if X = 0 then Y is predicted to equal 38.5.”  What does X measure?  If X were 0, what state of the world would this indicate?  What’s Y?  If Y were predicted to 38.5 would this be 38.5%?  If so, 38.5% of what? Alternatively, would 38.5 mean 38.5 violent acts per 1,000 people in a nation in a given year?  Or would 38.5 mean an income of  $38,500?  What?  Notice on page 79 how I interpreted “a” to mean if a county had a youth unemployment rate of 0% (i.e., none of it’s youth were unemployed or X =0) then that county would be predicted to have a delinquency rate of 1.08%.  That’s much more informative than saying “if X = 0 then Y is predicted to equal 1.08.”  Notice in the above interpretation how I mentioned what X = 0 signifies (i.e., a county with a youth unemployment rate of 0%).  Such an interpretation shows a better command of the material and is much more informative to the reader than just saying “X = 0.” As always, do not contact other members of the class and do not use an example inspired by the textbook.  You are encouraged to call me and discuss the assignment.   As mentioned in the text, you may be called upon to calculate the covariance in class the night this reading assignment is due.  You don’t need to know how to calculate either “a” or “b” but you might need to know how to calculate the covariance.  This is why the two practice quizzes on pages 287 and 289 may be very useful to you.  
II. Single-Equation Models in Political Science


A.
Coursepack, pages 82-100 due read by 3/14.  After reading the assignment review pages 76-79 and take the practice quiz on page 289.  You may well have an inclass quiz that asks you to interpret “a” and “b.”  So, make sure you have a good grasp of pp. 76-79 and the practice quiz on page 289.  
Take-Home Quiz on Logarithmic Models – Part of this week’s quiz 

is to be done at home. Using an example from one of your two examination fields, specify and defend a logarithmic model. You should: (1) name the independent and dependent variables; (2) discuss how you would measure each of the variables (i.e., what would a score of “4” on a variable indicate?  What would a score of “10” indicate?); and (3) why you think the relationship between the independent and dependent variables should be logarithmic rather than linear.  Do not use an example similar to discussions in the Coursepack!  That would show little initiative!  If your principle sub-field is political theory, formulate an example from your other examination field (or field in which you are taking courses). Make re you work entirely alone. You can call me, but do not consult other students in the class, or other individuals, about the take-home quiz.
B. Coursepack, pages 101-114 due read by 3/21. 


After reading the assignment take the practice quiz on page 291.
Multiple regression is probably the most widely used statistical technique in political science.  Be prepared for an in-class quiz similar to the practice quiz on multiple regression.    
Take-Home Quiz on Polynomial Models - Part of this week’s quiz is 

to be done at home. Using an example from one of your two examination fields, specify and defend a polynomial model.  You should: (1) name the independent and dependent variables; (2) discuss how you would measure the variables (i.e., what would a score of “10” on a variable indicate?); (3) why you think the relationship between the independent and dependent variables should be polynomial rather than either linear or logarithmic; and (4) why the relationship should go from positive to negative (or vice versa). Do not use an example from the Coursepack!  If your principle sub- field is political theory, formulate an example from your other examination field (or field in which you are taking courses).  Make sure you work entirely alone. You can call me, but do not consult anyone else about the take-home quiz.  
A word to the wise! – Assignment 9 (the next assignment) is likely to take you a considerable amount of time.  It is advisable to start early (e.g., this week).
C. Assignment 9 –  Term Paper – Step II - Outline and Appendix A (see pages 308-324 of the coursepack) are both due on 4/4.
The purpose of the term paper outline is to help you formulate and organize the ideas that will become the basis of your term paper.  A well-reasoned and constructed outline greatly simplifies writing the term paper.  You’ll appreciate this step later in the semester.  By doing the “intellectual” work now, you will greatly reduce your workload at the end of the semester.  Since you probably have other term papers due toward the end of the semester, as well as final exams, anything which reduces the end of semester workload is beneficial.  Keep in mind that the “policy goals” (which are the basis of the outline immediately ahead) are not likely to be the same as the policy goals for the policies discussed in your outline.  Reasonable goals for a policy are frequently quite different for different areas of public policy. The term paper itself is not due until the semester is almost completed (check syllabus for the exact date).
II. Single-Equation Models in Political Science – 

Continued

D. Coursepack, pages 115-129 due read by 4/11 –  
Take-Home Quiz on Multiple Regression - Part of this week’s quiz is to be done at home.   Suppose you would like to see the United States become a more economically egalitarian nation.  If so, how would you assess the results on pages 372-374?  What results would you find favorable?  Why?  What results would you find unfavorable? Why?  I do not want you to interpret specific regression results.  Thus, do not write something such as the following: for each one unit increase in … the support for repealing the estate tax decreases by some particular amount.  The interpretation of specific regression coefficients will appear on in-class quizzes and the final exam. However, the direction (i.e., sign) of particular coefficients and their statistical significance are important to your answer.  I want you to focus entirely upon “the big picture.”  Thus, what do these results (both regression – pp. 372-374 and cross-tabulation – top of p. 373) suggest about the prospects for a more economically egalitarian United States?  Much of the data refer to the repeal of the estate tax. The estate tax only applies to approximately the wealthiest 2% of estates (those of approximately $1,200,000, or more).  Thus, 98% of estates are too small to have estate taxes applied to them.  Make sure that your answer pertains only to the data on pp. 372-374.  Thus, do not utilize any other materials about the estate tax (i.e., no newspaper columns, articles, books, talk show discussions or something a professor might have said).  Do not write anything about the “politics” of the estate tax (e.g., how the “right” and “left” have argued the estate tax question).  Do not make value judgments (i.e., that the estate tax is either “good” or “bad”).  Make sure you work entirely alone. You can call me, but do not consult other students in the class, or other individuals, about the take-home quiz.

E. 
Coursepack, pages 130-149 due read by 4/18
Each of the three topics in this week’s reading assignment is very important to empirical work in modern political science.  Many relationships across most all sub-fields of political science are interactive (i.e., the impact of one independent variable on the dependent variable changes as the level of a different independent variable changes).  Tonight we will discuss statistical results from a wide-variety of sub-fields of political science that frequently have interactive relationships.  The mere testing for such relationships helps us learn a great deal about how the political world likely works. So many relationships in political science are interactive that to omit this very short section would deprive us of much valuable information. While comprising a relatively small number of pages, the remaining two sections of this week’s reading assignment unlock a topic of immense value: analysis of prediction errors.  The goal of any quantitative analysis is to answer a very fundamental question: What process(es) gave rise to the data we have?  One of the very best opportunities to help answer this question comes from an analysis of the size and direction of prediction errors.  If you built an earthquake prediction device, I think you would want to examine the prediction errors.  For example, did the device predict the date and magnitude of small quakes rather accurately but not large quakes (or vice versa)?  If so, such information would provide important clues as to the warning signs of earthquakes and how you might modify the device to improve its accuracy.  For political scientists, the behavior of the error term is critical to both testing and revising our theories.  In a nutshell, this is what the material in the last two sections of this week’s reading assignment helps us do. 

As you will see both in the reading assignment and in the data analyses I use in class, this material opens up a tremendous volume of literature in international relations, international political economy, comparative, state politics and American politics generally.    

Take-Home Quiz on Heteroscedastic Models - Part of this week’s quiz is to be done at home. Using an example from one of your two examination fields, specify and defend a model which you think would be heteroscedastic. You should: (1) name the independent and dependent variables; (2) discuss how you would measure the variables (i.e., what would a score of “10” on a variable indicate?);  (3) why you think the relationship between the independent and dependent variables should be heteroscedastic; and (4) what the form of the heteroscedasticity should look like – see the examples on page 133).  Do not use an example from the Coursepack!  If your principle sub- field is political theory, formulate an example from your other examination field (or field in which you are taking courses). Make sure you work entirely alone. You can call me, but do not consult other students in the class, or other individuals, about the take-home quiz.  Given the importance of this week’s reading assignment to contemporary political science, it is now possible for us to discuss a wide variety of recent research.  After discussing computer output that executes the examples you read in this week’s reading assignment, I will cover a series of tables from articles in international relations, comparative politics and judicial behavior.   

F.
Coursepack, pages 150-164 – Take-Home Quiz on 
Probit  on 4/25.  
MAKE SURE YOU READ ALL THE INFORMATION BELOW.  THERE IS VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT THAT YOU NEED TO KNOW NOW.

Take-Home Quiz on Probit: The statistical techniques you read about this week are of the utmost importance to contemporary political science.  Since so many studies in international relations, comparative politics, American politics and judicial behavior have a dependent variable that has only a small number of possible outcomes (e.g., a dispute between nations either became violent or it did not, a Supreme Court justice either voted to affirm, or not affirm, a lower court ruling, a voter either voted for the Democratic or Republican candidate, etc.), logit, probit, event count models, etc. have become a very important part of modern quantitative research in political science.  Tonight, we examine a wide-variety of these studies. Part of this week’s quiz is to be done at home.  Given the material you read over pages 150-164, you can now analyze the remaining statistical results in the public law article that was the basis of a previous take-home assignment.  How do the multivariate probit results (i.e., where you have the impact of each independent variable on the dependent variable after removing the impact of all other independent variables) in Tables 2 and 3 (pages 186-187) compare with the results in Table 1 (page 185 – where you have bivariate results – i.e., the impact of each independent variable on the dependent variable not taking into account the impact of the other independent variables) that you utilized earlier in the semester? Thus, given the findings in Table 1, are the findings in Tables 2 and 3 what we would expect? In Tables 2 and 3, the “MLE” column is what we have typically referred to as “b” and the “MLE/S.E.” column is the t ratio.  Read all the material in the tables carefully (i.e., the results in the table may be either a group “b” coefficients or “t ratios” – each “b” divided by the appropriate standard error – pay close attention to the discussion at the bottom of the table – if the entries are t ratios then you should be able to figure out the direction of the relationship between that particular independent variable and the dependent variable after removing the impact of all other independent variables as well as the statistical significance of the relationship).  Also pay close attention to the coding scheme for each variable as discussed in the paper (i.e., what is the scoring mechanism for each variable?  What does a high or low score on a variable indicate?).  Make sure you work entirely alone. You can call me, but do not consult other students in the class, or other individuals, about the take-home quiz.
Next week’s assignment, preparing Appendix B, is likely to be difficult and time consuming.  Part of the difficulty occurs because you need to use the Computer Lab in SPA-206.  As will become clear, it is very advantageous to start next week’s assignment during this week.  If you want to give yourself the best chance to earn all 30 points,  here is what to do.  First, read Appendix B of the sample term paper (pages 365-367).  Second, read through the variables contained in the datasets discussed over pages 325-339.  As you examine the variables try to think of what variable would a policy-maker concerned with the subject-matter of your term paper be interested in having explained (i.e., what would be a potential dependent variable in the datasets provided).  Notice how I did this on page 365.   When you can make an argument such as I did on page 365 about the variable “Kyoto” you have completed the first step in preparing Appendix B.  The second step is to think through what possible independent variables in that particular dataset (only the other variables – i.e., other than the variable you are selecting as the dependent variable - in the dataset you are using can be independent variables – i.e., you can’t pick just any variable from any dataset).  Make sure you can defend your model.  Thus, you need to be able to explain why each independent variable you select should be related to the dependent variable and what the direction of this relationship should be (i.e., positive or negative and why).  At this point you are ready to estimate the model you have selected.  To do this you will pages 340-346.   This step will entail using the Computer Lab in SPA-206 (not room 207, only room 206).   Here are some very important things to keep in mind: (1) you have very limited access to this lab (typically between the hours of 9-5 Monday through Thursday only –  there may be classes in the lab – so call ahead at 562-985-4986 to make sure that the lab is open and that you can use it at the time you would like to go; (2) the lab consultant will not likely know how to use the statistical package you are using (Stata 11 – not Stata 9 or any other package – i.e., your safest option is to use the lab when I have phone office hours so you can call me if you have problems); (3) you cannot download any of the datasets available at my website when you are on campus – thus you need to bring an IBM compatible flash drive containing the dataset you want to use to the computer lab; (4) plan your time so that you can use the lab on more than one day (e.g., the lab may not be available to you – the consultant got sick and the lab wasn’t opened, a class needed the lab and you were precluded from using it, your flashdrive didn’t work and you couldn’t load in the dataset or you did the assignment incorrectly and need to redo it); (5) due to the technicians previously installing the wrong format of Stata, Stata 9 (either in SPA-206 or the Horn Center) is not a viable option – only Stata 11 in SPA-206 will do what you need; (6) you may be able to download a previous version of Stata -  a person in a previous semester was able to download Stata as follows: http://rs72.rapidshare.com/files/32279386/STATA_9.1.rar. Click on "free 
user" and wait 30 seconds for the "download" icon.  The file is a .rar file, so you will need to extract the files. You can download a “rar” file extractor for free at: 
http://superb-west.dl.sourceforge.net/sourceforge/sevenzip/7z465.exe.
After extracting there will be 2 STATA application files. I prefer to use "wstata_old". It has given me less problems (such as sudden freezing and closing).  If the preceding doesn’t work try: 

http://download.cnet.com/Stata/3000-2053_4-254213.html - I can’t guarantee any of the preceding will work (if you do download Stata make sure it is Intercooled Stata and not “Small Stata” – Small Stata is not large enough to handle the datasets we’ll be using – that’s why you can’t use Stata 9 in either SPA-206 or the Horn Center – they installed “Small Stata” rather than “Intercooled Stata”); (7) assuming you can’t either download a previous version of Stata or that the version you downloaded will not allow you to utilize the datasets for this course (i.e., try to load a dataset and use the commands over pages 340-346) then you need to use the Computer Lab in SPA-206.  Assuming you want to earn all 30 points, you should have all the steps prior to using the lab done by 4/25 so that you can use Monday through Thursday of the week prior to the assignment being due to estimate the results.  Otherwise, you may well not finish the assignment by the due date.  You will lose a significant number of points.  Excuses will not be accepted.  You don’t want to put yourself in the position of needing to use the lab from Friday through Sunday or the day the assignment is due.  Something may go wrong (e.g., you can’t get access to the lab, you do the assignment incorrectly – used regression when you should have used probit, your flashdrive doesn’t operate, etc.).  It’s your responsibility not to put yourself in the position that everything has to “go correctly” immediately prior to the time the assignment is due.  PLAN AHEAD AND EXPECT DIFFICULTY!  
G. Term Paper – Step III - Appendix B 
(coursepack pages 325-346) is due on 5/2.  
H. Term Paper – Step IV – Submitting the 

Final Term Paper (see courespack, pages 347-367) is 

due 5/9 - Tonight’s class will provide new information that will be on the final exam as well as prepare you for the final examination.  A sample term paper appears in the coursepack.  

Let me mention some useful tips in writing the term paper: 
(1)Study the sample term paper very, very closely (e.g., organization 

of the paper - make sure you have an “Executive Summary,” that you name the four points of comparison before comparing the various policies on each of these points – see the top of page 356);

(2) Do not make statements that are judgmental and lacking in the 

nuance that careful policy analysis requires.  For example, the following statement was made in a paper comparing two different gun control policies.  “More importantly, Americans have shown that they are more than happy to stand by and let the government completely strip the Second Amendments rights away from Americans they find unsavory, solely based on a criminal past.”  You simply can’t make a statement such as the preceding sentence.   This type of statement signals to the reader that the author has lost any sense of objectivity.  
Think in terms of gradations rather than “all or nothing.” Thus, use “more or less” instead of “good or bad.” The use of highly nuanced statements shows greater sensitivity in analytical thought.  For example, rather than saying a policy “won’t work” say something such as “the incentives in the policy seem too small to generate the degree of change the policy framers intend.”  
(3) Make sure that the body of your paper has a reference to both 

Appendix A and Appendix B.  Thus, when the reader arrives at the two appendices, they should know why the appendices appear.  Notice that on page 361 there is a rationale for both Appendix A and Appendix B in the body of the paper itself.  If one of your policy comparisons involves political feasibility, that is an ideal spot to mention the appendices.  For example, two sentences such as the following might be useful to place in the policy comparison section of the paper: Since citizen policy attitudes may impact the types of policies elected officials adopt, estimating citizen policy preferences is important.  Estimating public policy preferences can be accomplished both by formulating new survey questions (see Appendix A) and by analyzing either prior surveys or demographic data (see Appendix B).  Even if political feasibility was not one of your four criteria for comparing policies, you could still mention that political feasibility is important since it impacts the likelihood either of adopting the policy or keep an existing policy in operation.  Thus, you could still use the above discussion of the desirability of estimating political feasibility as a justification for both the two appendices to the paper.  Additionally, there should be an introduction to each appendix that appears at the beginning of the appendix itself (e.g., notice the first paragraph on page 363 as a justification for Appendix A and all of page 365 as a justification for Appendix B). Also, notice that the final sentence on page 365 provides a reason for the statistical technique used in Appendix B.  Since your dependent variable may be measured differently than the dependent variable used in Appendix B of the sample term paper, you may need to use a slightly different sentence.  For example, if your dependent variable is a percentage then the appropriate statement would be as follows: Since the dependent variable is a percentage regression is used to estimate the results.  Review pages 342-345 to make sure that you have used the correct estimation procedure and have stated the rationale correctly in Appendix B of your term paper. 

(4) If you use the term “efficiency” you need to explain the goal (i.e.,  

Efficient for what?)  Efficiency simply means the greatest accomplishment of a goal at the lowest price for that level of goal attainment.  Until a goal is specified, efficiency has no meaning.  For example, in an analysis of two agricultural policies, someone wrote: “The United States needs to reevaluate their policies on agricultural subsidization in order to increase the efficiency of the payments and reduce the negative effect on developing nations.”  How do you measure the “efficiency” of a payment?  If the goal is to have the greatest number of American farms profitably operating for a given amount of money spent on subsidies to American farmers, then the measure of efficiency would be the number of farms operating per a given amount of money spent.  Thus, if the U.S. Government spent $2,000,000,000 on Policy A and this resulted in 200,000 farms operating in the U.S. while the same $2,000,000,000 spent on Policy B would only result in 175,000 farms operating in the U.S. then Policy A would be more efficient than Policy B.  However, if the goal of American farm policy was to reduce world hunger, the measure of efficiency would be the per dollar impact of American farm policy on world hunger.  Since American farmers are subsidized and many farmers in developing nations are not subsidized, American farm subsidies may increase world hunger by reducing the output of farmers in developing nations.  In such a situation, the measure of efficiency would be much different than it would if the goal of the policy were to maximize the number of American farms in operation.  From the standpoint of reducing world hunger, the most efficient American farm policy would be whichever policy produced the lowest amount of American crops per dollar spent. From the standpoint of reducing world hunger, a very expensive American policy that was wasteful in terms of production (i.e., had a very high dollar cost per unit of additional American agricultural output) would be more “efficient” than a policy that had a lower dollar cost per additional unit of American agricultural output.   This would occur because the lower the American agricultural output, the less farmers in developing nations would be adversely affected by American farmers.  Thus, from the standpoint of “cost per output” you need to specify whether the goal is the total output of American farmers, total world agricultural output, or the output of farmers in developing nations.  These are three very different goals.  More efficient policies for one goal would be less efficient for other goals. 
(5) Make sure to run spell check.   
The Final Examination is Monday, May 16th, from 

7:15 to 9:15 p.m. (usual classroom).


