ALEXANDER KLEIN

Cal State, Long Beach aklein@csulb.edu
MS-2408, MHB-912 csulb.edu/~aklein
1250 Bellflower Blvd f. 562/985-7135
Long Beach, CA 90840 0. 562/985-5448

APPOINTMENTS

California State University, Long Beach 2009 (August) —
Assistant Professor
Philosophy Department

Cornell University 2008 (July) - 2009 (June)
Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow
Philosophy Department

University of Toronto [Canada] 2006 (September) — 2008 (June)
Postdoctoral Fellow: Joint Appointment
Philosophy Department
Faculty of Information Studies

EDUCATION

Indiana University, Bloomington Bloomington, Indiana
PHD, Philosophy 2007 (May)
MA, History and Philosophy of Science 2003 (December)
MA, Philosophy 2003 (November)

Dissertation: The Rise of Empiricism: William James, T. H. Green, and the Struggle over
Psychology. Committee: Elisabeth Lloyd (director), Karen Hanson, Cheryl Misak, Frederick
Schmitt, Joan Weiner

Wesleyan University Middletown, Connecticut
BA with High Honors, Philosophy 1998 (May)
Senior thesis directed by Sanford Shieh

® Areas of Specialization ® Areas of Competence
History of Philosophy of Science (esp Psychology) British Empiricism (17"-19" C.)
American Pragmatism Early Modern Philosophy
History of Analytic Philosophy General Philosophy of Science
Philosophy of Biology

British and American Idealism
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RESEARCH

® Scholarl ly Essays

(Invited) OConsciousness as a Challenge to the Unity o€ &esenmesDestson
Simmons, e@xfordPhilosophical Concepts Series. Oxford University Press.

(2008[actuapublicationlate: 201]] ivide et ImpeXilliam James and Naturalistic
Philosophy of Scien&asophical Topiéé (1): 129166

(2009. OONn Hume on Space: GreenOs Attack, JamesOs EmpifieahRespanse.O
History of Philosophyr (3) 415449

® Book Reviews, Encyclopedia Articles

(Forthcoming@Pragmatis®Encyclopedia of Utilitarian®rG. Long and J. E. Crimmins
eds Continuum.

(ForthcomingReview ofVilliam James at the Boundaries: Philosophy, the Human Sciences,
and the Geography of Knowleggencesca Bordogna. To appea®ds The Journal
of the International Society for the History of Philosopéwaef Sci

(2007). Review &eirceOs Pragmatic Theory of Inquiry: Fallibilism and Ingeserminacy
Elizabeth Cooke,Nlotre Dame Philosophical Revigeisber 11.

(2005). Review dihe Philosophy of William James: An IntrogbgtiRichard M. Gale, in
Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy N&isiéitez.

(2002). OThe Human Meaning of Science,0 Reafgwish: A Search for the Hidden
Meaning of Scienlog Peter PesicEssays in PhilosopHht)3

® Lectures, ConferenceRap

saAp (Society for the Advancement of American Phil) Spokane, Washington
OConsciousness as a Challenge to the Unity of & 2011 (March
(invited)

University of California, Riverside Riverside, CA
OExperiments in History: William James, T. H. Gre 2010 (Decembe
DavidHume on Spatial Perception” (invited)

SPA(Student Philosophy Association) Cal State Long Be:
OOn Two Experimental Philosophers: GaltonOs C 2010 (October
of BerkeleyO (invited)

fcole Normale ShieurePhilosophy fcole Normale ShieureParis
“William James, Metaphysical Commitments, and the 2010 (July’

Object of Psychology” (invited)



HorPoOs(History of Philosophy of Science Society)
Oln Defense of BerkeleyOs Em@atisnts

Experiments Concerning Abstract Ideas” (refereed)

Organizer of symposium featuring Peter Anstey,
Alberto Vanzand co-authors Zvi Biener & Jonathan
Livengood. Symposium title: “On the Role of
Experiment in Philosophy”

Upstately Early Modeorkshop: &kelefdonanza
Oln Defense of BerkeleyOs Empiricism? The Viev
Old School(nvited

Science Studies Research Group
OOn the Rationality of Metaphysical i@oents in
Immature ScienceO (invited)

Integrated History and Philosophy of SCarfeeence
OOn the Rationality of Metaphysical Commitmen
Immature Scien¢eferedd

CornelPhilosophy Department
OOn Hume on Spd@adied)

Upstately Early Modern Workshop
Response to Stefanie RockiNakir{stic, ‘Pre-
Theoretical’ Belief in Book I of Hume's Treatise”
(invited)

HOPOS
OWhat Was RussellOs ProbleRragjthatism? The
Significance of Psychol¢gyéeed)

Organizewf symposium featuring Dale Jacquett
Fred Wilson, and Scott Edgar. Symposium title
OStrange Bedfellows: Early EmpiricdbBgyEal)
Analytic Philosophy

Western Canadian Philosophical Association Meetin
OWhy Williamadnes Is Not a PhenomenologistO
(refereed)

Western Canadian Philosophical Association Meetin
Response to Shannon Dea, OThe Batthbeblie:
Pragmatis, Pragmaticism and Spinofiswited)

Canadian Philosophical Association Meeting
Response to Rob Sinclairjr@Qud Conceptual
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Cent. European Uni\Budape:

2010 (June

Cornell Universil
2009 (May)

Cornell Uiversity
2009 (March’

Notre Dame
2009 (March’

CornellUniversity
2009 (Februan

Cornell Universit
2008 (October

University of British Colum
2008 (June

University of Saskatc
2007 (October

University of Saskatc
2007 (October

University of Saskatc
2007 (May)



Pragmatism” (invited)

HOPOS

“Empiricism’s American Rebound”

Part of symposium featuring Alan Richardson,
Hatfield, and Rob Sindegfereed)

The Society for Classical Pragmatism Studies
OJames and Gréeiéeed)

Life among the Living: Perspectives on our Human £
towards Natureonference
ONormativizing Naturaligméted)

Symposium Paper, Easterileeting
OEmpiricismOs AmericanriReldamesOs Response
Green(eferead
Winner of the William James Prize, best Easte.
paper in classic American philosophy by younc

Nelson Fellow Lectuphilosophy Department
OEmpiricismOs American Rebo@sRekponse to
Green(nvited)

NYu/Columbia Grad. Student Conference in Philosoy
Response Rory Kraft, Oln Defense of NothingO
(invited)

Society for the Advancement of Americasostyl
Midwest Reading Group
OPopular Philosophy or Philosophical Populism?:
James, Evolution, andBeriously Inquiring Amatel
(refereed)

Philosophy Department Graduate Colloquium
OPopular Philosophy or Philosophical Populism?:
James, Evolution, and the OSeriously Inquiring Al
andOHow William JamesOs Rhetoric Exemplifies
Anti-Rationalism@vited)
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fcole Normale SupZrieure,
2006 (June

Univ. of Southlérida, Tamp
2005 (Novembe

Cal State Fresr
2005 (April)

Boston
2004 (Decembe

Indiana University, Blooming
2004 (Novembe

New York
2004 (March’

Loyola University, Chic:
2001 (Septembe

Indiana University, Blooming
2001 (April; Septemb:

® Public Philosophy, Popular Essays

(2007). OOn Cheatinge®s York Syrdune 8.

(1998). OPadart Religion,Dhe Other Side Magazing)3234-35.
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(1997). OMegzhurches, Meet Lettermdn@ing Editiordir.Bob PaquetieFCr-FM,
Amherst, MA.

(1997)[Various original features, interviews, editorials, and Ovbgobjrel idfalir.
Phyllis Jaffejesu-Fm, Middletown, CT.

(1994-1995). [Several shortjpaysic reviewsiterview Magazine

TEACHING

California State University, Long Beach 2010(fall)
PHIL 610 Perception, from Descartes to Helmho
¥ Proseminar for Graduate Students
PHIL 100.Intro to Philosophy
PHIL 620.William James 2010(spriny
¥ Graduate Seminar
PHIL 100.Intro to Philosophy
PHIL 414/415.British Empiricism 20009 (fall)
¥ Graduate/undergraduate class
PHIL 419/519.History of Logical Positivism
¥ Graduate/undergraduate class

Cornell University
PHIL 4220 Perception in the™ahd 19 Centuries: 2009 (Spring)
The Emergence of the Empiricist Tradition
¥ Graduate/undergradud#ss
PHIL 3261 History of Logical Positivism 2008 (Fall)
¥ Graduate/undergraduate class

University of Toronto
PHL 332H1s Perception in the™ahd 19 Centuries 2008 (Spring)
The Emergence of the Empiricist Tradition
¥ Advanced undergraduate class

C&T 100H. Objectivity

¥ Graduate class in interdisciplinary program 2008 (Spring)
Indiana University, Bloomington

P10Q Introduction to Philosophy 2006 (Spring)

P10Q Introduction to Philosophy 2005(Fall)

P10Q Introduction to Philosophy 2003 (Spring)

American University of Armefsigevan
Guest Lectureintensive English Program 2003 (July)
English for Pi@raduate Students
¥ Gave a lecture on classic American philosophy
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Junior Achievement of Arm&uraghkadzor
Guest. ecturer—Summer Camp for Talented Youtl 2003 (July)
¥ Gave a lecture on philosophy as a career

Indiana University, Bloomington
Teaching AssistarRhilosophy Department
P135. Introduction to Existentialism (w/ Paul Spi 2002 (Fall)
E103.The DarkSide of Rational(t/ Leah Savion, 2000 (Spring)
E103.Who Am Ifw/ Dennis Senchuk) 1999 (Fall)
* Kierkegaard and Sartre

Fuzhou UniversiBzhou, China
Visiting LecturerDepartment of Foreign Langua
¥ Taught American literature, Blitésature, composition, 1998 (Fall}- 1999 (Summer)
conversation, and American and British culture, to cl.
80 students. Designed, graded, and taught courses |
limited textbook and material availability. Supervised
senior theses.

WesleyabniversityMiddletown, CT
Teaching AssistarRhilosophy Department
Introduction to Philosoglayith Jeff Kasser) 1997 (Fall)

FELLOWSHIPSHONORS AWARDS

Andrew Mellon Foundation Ithaca, NY
Cornell Society for the Humanities 2008(July)- 2009 (June)
Postdoctoral Fellowship

NEH Albuquerque
Summer Seminar for College and University Te 2007 (July)
Pragmatism: A Living TraditRussell Goodman
(dir.)

Houghton Library, Harvard University Cambridge, MA
Rodney G. Dennis Fellowship in the Study of 2005 (July)
Manuscripts
¥ Financial support to spend one month in res

conducting research in HarvardOs William Ji

archives
APA Eastern Division Boston
William James Prize 2004 (December)

¥ Best Eastespapaper in classic American
philosophy by a young scholar
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College of Arts and Sciences; Indiana University Bloomington

Conference Travel Award 2004 (December)
Philosophy Department; Indiana University Bloomington

James B. Nelson Dissertation Fellowship 2004 (September2005 (May)

¥ One year of full financial support to work on
dissertation

Kira Institute Summer School Amherst, MA
Kira Institute Fellowship 2000 (July- August)
¥ Full funding to attend summer school, hoste
Professors Bas van Fraassen, Roger Shepe

others
OTHER PROFESSIONAIACTIVITIES
Undergraduate Advisor 2011 (spring2013
Program Committee Member, Post-Kant Division, HOPOS 20112012
HorPosNominee for Steering Committee 2010 (fall—for20112013
Colloquium Organizer Philosophy Departme
Cal State Lorigpact
20102011
Facultyiaisorfor spA(Student Philosophy Associatio Cal State Long Be:
2009 (springpresen
Conference @rganizer University of Toront
Conference Titléhe Future of Objectivity 2008(May 23- 25)
http://research.fis.utoronto.ca/objectivity
Grant Writer: $25,000 University of Toront
¥ Wrote successful grant applicatiéwfore of 2007

Objectivitgonference. Funding Organization
SsHrR(Social Science and Humanities Rese
CouncjlCanada

Member, Committee for Publim&bphyara 2005 (July)} 2007 (June
¥ Served on new committee, chaired by Martt
Nussbaum. The committee is dedicated to
expanding the presence of philosophy in pu
Helped organize two easistisionmeeting
sessions on the history of public philosophy
featuring Arthur Danto, Cornel West, Alan



Richardson, Alan Ryan, and Naomi Scheme

Conference Assistant
Conference Titl8elfConsciousness and Persone
Identity in Modern Philosophy
¥ Assisted Professors Don Garrett, BZatrice
Longuenesse, and John Richardson in orga
the firshnyu conference on issues in modern
philosophy

Research Assaziat
Department of Organismic and Evolutionary Bi
¥ Assisted Professor Lloyd with research and
while she was visiting in Professor Richard
LewontinOs population genetics laboratory

Research Assistant to Proteksaipeth Lloyd
History and Philosophy of Science Department

President, Graduate Association of Philosophy St
Philosophy Department

StudenRepresentative, GradGateiculum Committes
Philosophy Department

Founder, Director
The Thought Exchange
¥ Founded and directed weekly forum for pub
philosophical discussion

Founder, Director
Undergraduate Philosophy Club

REFEREE

Dialogue: Canadian Philosophical Review
Journal of the History of Ideas
Philosophy of Science
Southwest Philosophy Review
LANGUAGES

Germaand Frendbasic readifigtening, speaking

MEMBER

American Philosophical Association
Canadian Philosophical Association
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New York Universil
2004 (Decembe

Harvard Universi
2002 (Spring

Indiana Universi
2000 (Fall}- 2002 (Spring

Indiana Universi
2002 (Fall}- 2003 (Fall)

Indiana Universi
2002 (Fall}- 2003 (Fall)

Bloomingtot
2000- 2001

Wesleyan Univers
1997
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International Society for the History of Philosophy of Sorerge (
Philosophy of Science Association
Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy

-9-
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Dissertation Abstract

THE RISE OF EMPIRICISM: WILLIAM JAMES, THOMAS HILL GREEN,
AND THE STRUGGLE OVER PSYCHOLOGY

The concept of empiricism evokes both a historical tradition and a set of substantive
philosophical theses. The theses are usually undeaxgtobden developed by Locke,
Berkeley, and Hume. But these figures did not use the term Oempiricism,0 and they did not see
themselves as united by a shared epistemology into one school of thought. My dissertation
analyzes thentroverdhat elevatédde concept of empiricism (and of an empiricist tradition)
to prominence in Engleshguage philosophy.

In the 1870s and O80s, a lively debate emerged over the idea that the mind is the sort of thin
that can be studied scientifically. On one side MenéareandHegelian idealists like
Edward Caird, F. H. Bradley, and especially T. H. Green. These figures often criticized the very
idea of a science of mind. On the other side were phsgsbplogists like Alexander Bain,
G. Croom Robertson, asdecially William James.

In Part One, | show that together these groups helped construct the notion of a British
empiricist tradition. The groups developed this Ipsitogmgbhical concept as a way to
encapsulate the myriad of issues at stakeehabe over psychology. For instance, one crucial
guestion was whether psychology could provide a scientific basis for philosophical progress. In
this vein, Locke, Berkeley, and Hume were portrayed as having developed a philosophical
framework in whitle empirical study of experience played a starring role. Reality itself was to
be associated with what is passively received by the mind, or in other words with sensation. In
turn, sensation was to be studied via scientific methods, with acepecialtreBaective
observation. Laté"X®ntury idealists were severely critical of this entire picture. Others
defended the notion that the fledgling science of mind would provide a route to more rigorous,
more scientific philosophy. Members ofténigiaup were among the first to call themselves
Oempiricists.O

In Part Two, | critically investigate the case against psychology. Idealists argued that Lockean
metaphysicghe metaphysics with which psychology was ermaedbed been discredited.
Thediscrediting of that metaphysicaliegsdigiue to Hume, who showed that key Lockean
principles entailed skepticism. Bliftatentury psychologists were blithely ignoring the
lessons of history, idealists argued. Since mental sciencddsomextoiczadly Lockean
metaphysics, empirical psychology should be discarded as an absurd enterprise as well.

In Part Three | explore William JamesOs response. Those like James who wanted to advance
psychology towards becoming a legitimate seiémoedvier pursue two projects
simultaneously. They had to engage these metaphysical attacks on psychology. And in addition,
since no enterprise could pretend to have scientific legitimacy unless it produced empirical
successes, they had to generdtaktin@aries that could actually explain some characteristics
of experience, particularly of perception. In other words, they had to practice science and
philosophy simultaneously.

-IO-
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JamesOs way of striking this balance was particularly intedesidieglish evticisms of
mental science, he abandoned key pieces of Lockean metaphysics that had been prominent in 1
school of associationist psychology. For instance, he abandoned the notion that reality is
associated with passregigtered sensaidde also abandoned the notion that all ideas are
either simple, or are complex compounds built from simple ideas. Instead, James held that
experience was ultimately a continuous stream, not a collection of discrete ideas. He produced
experimental resuhiat supported his contention.

This latter move would have profound implications for both psychologists and philosophers.
His notion of a stream of thought helped delimit a legitimate object of scientific study for the
new psychology. The strearpraldded a scientific basis for a new philosophical empiricism
that, | argue, had an important though hidden impact on early analytic philosophy.

-II-



