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EXCELI;;N CE Historical Synthesis Paper

il deccaltiare

Student Learning Outcome Assessed:

SLO #2: Analyze how the major philosophical and historical paradigms of elementary and secondary education
have influenced contemporary reform movements, curricula, and instructional practices.

Description of the Signature Assignment

Candidates write a paper synthesizing how historical and philosophical perspectives inform contemporary
trends in curricula, instructional practices, policy, leadership, and institutions.

Example of Directions for Students (actual assignment will vary depending on the course instructor):

Candidates will write an analytical essay of about 15-20 pages in which they synthesize major themes that
emerged during this course. At minimum, this essay should draw upon at least 10 of the readings assigned in the
course. The point is to synthesize your thinking about an issue that cuts across readings and perspectives,
drawing upon authors read in this course (and other authors you have encountered elsewhere) along with your

own professional experience. This paper should demonstrate your understanding of how historical and
philosophical perspectives inform contemporary trends in educational practice, policy, leadership, and

institutions.

Scoring Rubric:
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or issue, and adds new question or issue, but orissue, but fails. The | question orissue, submitted.

insight to the subject not
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readings, or class
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subject. That said, it is
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and historical paradigms philosophical and philosophical and philosophical and submitted.
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movements, curricula, contemporary reform movements, curricula, | provided or
and instructional movements, curricula, and instructional several factual
4, practices. Examples are and instructional practices. Application mistakes are
Content imaginative and insightful | practices. Examples are | isinappropriate or made. The
Knowledge | in their application. appropriately applied. factual errors are candidate’s
made. content
knowledge is
insufficient to
inform their ideas
about
contemporary
reforms or
practice.
Evaluation of EDCI 505 Signature Assignment
Candidate Name
Criteria Score
Overall Impression 0 1 2 3 4
Argument & Clarity and Style 0 1 2 3 4
Evidence & Counter Evidence 0 1 2 3 4
Content Knowledge 0 1 2 3 4

Legend
Total Points College of Education Assessment Scale Equivalent
14-16 4 (Exceeds Expectations)
12-13 3 (Meets Expectations)
9-11 2 (Meets Some Expectations)
6-9 1 (Does Not Meet Expectations)
0-5 0 (Can’t Score)
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