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Master of Arts in Educational Administration 

This newly elevated state-supported program was recommended by the 
Academic Senate on April 18, 2019 and concurred by the President on April 
29, 2019 

Program Description 

M.A. in Educational Administration

Students in this program will be earning an M.A. with the option of also earning a 
preliminary administrative services credential.  Prospective students will submit two 
applications—one to the university and one to the program—by posted deadlines.  Both 
applications should be submitted at the same time. Program application deadlines may 
vary. Visit the College of Education website for program details, application guidelines 
and materials, and application deadlines (http://www.ced.csulb.edu). All university 
regulations governing the master's degree apply to college programs. Program 
requirements published in the University Catalog in effect during the year a student 
begins the program are the requirements the student will be held to (catalog rights). 

Educational administrators serve in many capacities. No matter what position an 
administrator holds within a TK-12 educational organization, all efforts should be 
directed at supporting equitable academic opportunity and achievement for all students. 
The courses in the M.A. in Educational Administration with preliminary administrative 
services credential program are designed to prepare leaders for this important work. 
Emphasis is placed on (1) examining the role of a school leader, with heavy emphasis 
on instructional leadership, (2) using data to solve problems of practice, (3) leading 
school improvement to create more equitable schools, (4) managing and guiding 
change, and (5) working collaboratively with diverse families and communities. The 
program's primary mission is to educate students who will assume leadership positions 
in diverse, urban, TK-12 schools and districts. Visit the program website for program 
details (http://www.csulb.edu/college-of-education/educational-administration). 

Prerequisites: 

The following are required for admission to the program: 
• Baccalaureate degree from an accredited college or university.
• 15 upper-division units in education.
• Minimum 2.85 overall grade point average in last degree (not credential or

certificate) earned from an accredited institution of higher education.
Applicants whose overall GPA is less than 2.85 but meet the University
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minimum GPA requirement and who present compelling evidence of 
academic and professional potential either through recent academic 
performance and/or experiential background, may be considered for 
admission at the discretion of the program admission committee. 

• Please see the “Preconditions for California Educator Preparation Programs” 
from the Commission on Teacher Credentialing at this link, specifically pages 
25 & 26 for all of the preconditions http://www.ctc.ca.gov/educator-
prep/standards/Standards-Preconditions.pdf. Before admission to the 
program, the candidate must: 

• Possess one of the following: 
• valid clear or life California teaching credential that requires a baccalaureate 

degree and a program of professional preparation, including student teaching 
or the equivalent, and holds an English learner authorization; or  

• valid clear or life California designated subjects teaching credential in adult 
education, career technical education, vocational education or special 
subjects, provided the applicant also possesses a baccalaureate degree, and 
holds an English learner authorization; or  

• valid clear or life California services credential in pupil personnel services, 
health services for school nurse, teacher librarian services, or speech-
language pathology or clinical or rehabilitative services requiring a 
baccalaureate degree and a program of professional preparation, including 
field work or the equivalent.  

• Meet the basic skills requirement as described in Education Code section 
44252(b), unless exempt by statute. 

• (Note: If a student is pursuing the M.A. only and not the credential, the 
credential requirement can be waived.  Please contact a program advisor.) 

• Applicants must have a minimum of 3 years of credentialed service (teaching, 
counselor, or psychologist) in order to be eligible for the program.  (Note: If a 
student is pursuing the M.A. only and not the credential, this requirement can 
be waived.  Please contact a program advisor.) 

• Admission preference will be given to applicants with 5 or more years of 
credentialed classroom teaching and/or related credentialed educational 
experiences.  

• International applicants have additional university application requirements 
including meeting the English language proficiency requirement. Please visit 
The Center for International Education (CIE) website at www.csulb.edu/cie for 
more information. 

 
Application 
 
Prospective students must apply separately to both the university and the program by 
posted deadlines. Applications should be submitted at the same time. 
One complete set of official transcripts must be submitted with the university application. 
This set of transcripts will be used to determine grade point average eligibility. Failure to 
submit transcripts in a timely manner will result in a delayed review of the application. 
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A separate program application must be submitted to the College of Education 
Graduate Studies Office (EED-7). An application and directions can be downloaded at 
www.csulb.edu/ced/graduate. 
 
Classified Admission 
 
Successful applicants are admitted to the program with Classified Admission status. 
Advancement to Candidacy - Clear Admission 
Students should advance to candidacy as early as possible. For advancement to 
candidacy (Clear Admission status), students must: 
1. Fulfill the campus Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR). 
2. Complete EDAD 636 and one other EDAD course for a total of 6 units. 
3. Resolve all incomplete grades. 
4. Maintain a 3.0 grade point average. 
5. Submit to the Graduate Studies Office an Advancement to Candidacy form 
signed by the program coordinator. 
 
Requirements (30 units): 
 
Take all of the following:  
 
EDAD 621A (1 unit) Seminar: Introduction to Educational Leadership 
Prerequisite(s): Admission to the Educational Administration Program or consent of 
instructor. 
 
EDAD 621B (1 unit) Seminar: Equity and Educational Leadership 
Prerequisite(s): Admission to the Educational Administration Program or consent of 
instructor.   
 
EDAD 621C (1 unit) Seminar: Collaboration and Educational Leadership 
Prerequisite(s) Admission to the Educational Administration Program or consent of 
instructor. 
 
EDAD 621D (1 unit) Seminar: Preparing for Educational Leadership Positions 
Prerequisite(s): Admission to the Educational Administration Program or consent of 
instructor.   
 
EDAD 623 (2 units) Legal Aspects of Education 
Prerequisite(s):  Admission to the Educational Administration Program or consent of 
instructor. 
 
EDAD 625 (2 units) Leadership, Organizational Management, and Social Justice 
Prerequisite(s):  Admission to the Educational Administration Program or consent of 
instructor. 
 

http://www.csulb.edu/ced/graduate
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EDAD 636 (3 units) Applied Research for School Leaders: Using Data for School 
Improvement and Equity 
Prerequisite(s): Admission to the Educational Administration program or consent of 
instructor.   
 
EDAD 651 (2 units) Urban Schools & Communities: Social, Political, and Cultural Issues 
Prerequisite(s):  Admission to the Educational Administration Program or consent of 
instructor.   
 
EDAD 652 (3 units) Resources in Educational Administration  
Prerequisite(s): Admission to the Educational Administration Program or consent of 
instructor. 
 
EDAD 655A (3 units) Introduction to Instructional Leadership for Equity 
Prerequisite(s): Admission to the Educational Administration program or consent of 
instructor.   
 
EDAD 655B (3 units) Instructional Leadership: Leading Professional Learning & School 
Improvement 
Prerequisite(s): Admission to the Educational Administration program or consent of 
instructor.   
 
EDAD 655C (2 units) Instructional Leadership: Teacher Supervision & Coaching 
Prerequisite(s): Admission to the Educational Administration Program or consent of 
instructor. 
 
EDAD 680 (3 units) Field Experience in Educational Administration  
Prerequisites: Admission to the Educational Administration program or consent of 
instructor. 
 
EDAD 695 (3 units) Master’s Research Project in Educational Administration  
Prerequisites: Admission to the Educational Administration Program and successful 
completion of EDAD 636 or consent of instructor. 
 
 
EFFECTIVE: Fall 2020 
 
Campus Code: EDADMA01PB 
College: 50  
Career: GD 
CIP Code: 13.0401 
CSU Code: 08271 
Department: Educational Leadership Department 
Degree Program Delivery Type: Hybrid Program 
Major Pathway: (STEM or non-STEM): Non-stem 
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