Pursuit of Excellence
A program with a long history of national prominence, Long Beach State Intercollegiate Athletics seeks once again to improve its competitive advantage – and usher in a new era of excellence – by building first rate facilities to train, practice, and perform. An enhanced physical plant will equip these talented student-athletes and our dedicated coaching staff with the tools they need to achieve at the highest levels and, in doing so, enable Long Beach State Athletics to play an even more vital role in the life of our university and the larger community.
Tradition
Fielding 18 Division I NCAA teams and over 30 club teams, CSULB boasts a rich athletics heritage that has produced nine national championships, more than 89 conference titles and an unbroken string of summer Olympians from 1952 to the recent Misty May gold. It is a record of which all of Long Beach is proud - but not content. We strongly believe that we must continue moving forward or risk falling irreversibly behind. This belief is grounded in the university’s and department’s fundamental commitment to fostering athletic competition that builds character, furnishes a unique training ground for future leaders, and provides valuable opportunities for the total development of young men and women. 

Indeed, many essential elements for success - strong and committed leadership, coaches dedicated to developing the total student-athlete, and student-athletes eager to achieve their full academic and athletic potential - are already in place.  What is missing are facilities where nationally ranked teams in baseball, softball, soccer, track, water polo, baseball and tennis can train, practice and perform. 

Club Sports, Intramurals And Student Wellness
At CSULB there is also a glaring lack of outdoor recreational facilities for use by all students who may wish to participate in club sports, intramurals or activities that may need lights, grandstands, a track, or just accessible space. The collegiate experience reaches beyond the classroom and it is time to provide everyone with access to a physical plant that can enhance student development and community participation. 
Athletics Funding Challenges
Since the budget cuts of 2002, California State University, Long Beach has faced an increasingly difficult environment relating to funding of both academic and non-academic activities and programs. In the current budget climate, the university faces additional cuts to all areas. The problem is compounded for Athletics as nearly 60% of its annual budget is directed to operating costs for scholarships, room and board, travel, officiating fees and equipment purchases. To be sure, these rising costs are real, constant and must be met yearly if the 49er teams are to compete fairly in the Big West Conference and on a national platform.

In addition to reduced state funding, the other two principal funds from which the department and other campus entities receive assistance are facing many of the same pressures. The Instructionally Related Activities Fee (IRA) is experiencing increased demand from a myriad of programs and activities which are in need of support to provide and maintain their services. The second subsidy source, Beach Pride Fund (BPF) a component of the Associated Student Inc. general fund, is likewise financially challenged by numerous organizations, clubs, and centers that need sponsorship to impact various aspects of student life, personal development and the overall collegiate experience. In brief, the funding from these sources is fixed and yet the need for annual budget support is on the rise for the entire campus. 

Proposal
Due to these difficult and mounting financial circumstances, the Athletics Department is proposing that the Student Fee Advisory Committee conduct the Beach Legacy Referendum, allowing students to vote on establishing the Beach Legacy Fund. The fund will be financed by a new student fee of $95 each semester ($70 in the summer), beginning with the Fall 2009 class, and apply to subsequent classes. No currently enrolled student, as of Spring 2009, will pay this fee. Additionally, to address inflationary concerns, the Beach Legacy Fee would be adjusted every three years from the date of referendum passage, not to exceed the average Southern California Consumer Price Index.

Beneficiaries

The Beach Legacy Fund would make possible the following benefits to Long Beach State students, inclusive of Intercollegiate Athletics, Intramurals, Club Sports, Recreation, Instruction and the Long Beach Community. 

Intercollegiate Athletics:

The Beach Legacy Fund will
· Provide  fully funded NCAA Scholarships for 18 intercollegiate teams at in-state levels
· Enhance team and department Operating Budgets to meet inflationary pressures and maintain national competitiveness 
· Construct, renovate and maintain numerous Facilities benefiting the entire CSULB community 
· Support Academic Services required for advising, tutoring, and to meet NCAA mandated Academic Progress Rates (APR) toward graduation
· Sponsor the addition of Women’s Crew to the Intercollegiate Athletics Program, allowing us to meet Title IX and Federal Gender Equity requirements 
Intramurals, Club Sports, Recreation, & the Long Beach Community: 
The Beach Legacy Fund will
· Build three lighted synthetic turf playing fields. This area will be the home for the following Club and Intramural teams: Archery, Cricket, Flag Football, Lacrosse, Rugby, Running, Soccer, Softball, and Ultimate Frisbee
· Construct a lighted Track & Field/Soccer Complex, with a seating capacity of 2,000 to 5,000 people. These facilities will become the home for Intercollegiate Athletics’ Women’s Soccer and Men’s and Women’s Track & Field, campus event (I.e. Commencement), and Long Beach Community groups, including high schools, AAU, etc. The facility will have space for restrooms, press-box, storage, and concessions.
· Enhance usage of the university swimming pool by adding locker rooms, restrooms and lights; maximizing utilization by students, classes, and the Long Beach Community
Associated Students, Inc.:
The Beach Legacy Fund will
· Redirect current Beach Pride funding, approximately $800,000 per year, from Intercollegiate Athletics to other ASI-sponsored student and academic activities. This will benefit numerous student programs, organizations, club sports, and cultural activities as well college councils, and student resource centers who are in need of improved facilities, computers and furniture.
Instructionally Related Activities:

The Beach Legacy Fund will
· Revert approximately $800,000 allocated to Intercollegiate Athletics, back to the Instructionally Related Activities (IRA) Fund. Based on 2009-2010 requests, this money could have fully funded all program requests, which would have benefitted student and academic activities, including theater arts, music recitals, engineering projects, the Daily 49er, the Forensics Team, Study Abroad programs, and much more.

In brief, over $1.6 million of unrestricted funds will become available for the University Community to improve campus life 
Friday, November 7, 2008
 Beach Legacy Referendum 

