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Senate Minutes, Meeting #24
March 7, 2007


ASSOCIATED STUDENTS

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

THE SENATE/BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES
Meeting #24

Wednesday, March 7, 2007
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 3:31 p.m. by Vice-President Hironao Okahana.

Senator Stanton escorted Mr. Preciado to be sworn in. Dr. Caveness administered the oath of office to Mr. Preciado.

Quorum Call

Tasharie Ameral

Not Present

Sean Miller
Not Present (Arr.3:55)
Phillip Cendana

Present


George Del Hierro
Present

Gary Chen


Present

 
Raul Preciado
Present
Christopher Chavez

Present


Shelena McClinton Present

       Ashley Crowder

Not Present

Lucy Montano
Present

       James Davis

Not Present (Arr. 3:45)
Sharlene Risdon
Not Present (Arr. 3:50)
          Guido D’Onofrio

Present


Ashley Stanton
Present 

       
Erin Swetland

Present


Denise Wright
Not Present (Arr. 3:50)
       Vice President Okahana
Present



Announcement from the Chair
Vice President Okahana discussed the upcoming basketball game.  He stated that the game is at the Anaheim Convention Center at 6:30pm. He also stated that if anyone would like to attend there are some free tickets set aside for a certain number of students.  
Vice President Okahana announced that the public forum for candidates is next week on March 13th and the Executive Debate is on March 14th.  

Approval of the Minutes from the Last Meeting
Senator Chen objected, saying he did not receive a copy.  
Vice President Okahana said the minutes will be approved next week.
Consent Calendar/Reports
M/S:  Stanton/McClinton to approve the consent calendar.
The motion carried by verbal vote.
Approval of Minutes from Subsidiary Boards

1) Board of Control Minutes, Meeting #24 dated February 27, 2007
Senator McClinton directed the Senate to their meeting file.  She went over the grant criteria relevancy and efficiency.  She said what the Board wants to do with this policy is to adequately define what the grant criteria is to the college councils.

Senator D’Onofrio inquired about the specifics of the Lavender Graduation.  Senator McClinton responded that the Lavender Graduation was given the same criteria as the other cultural graduation, such as the African American Graduation and the Asian-Pacific Islander graduation.
Vice President Okahana yielded the floor to Dr. Hostetler.  Dr. Hostetler stated that these are graduation celebrations, not actual graduations.  

Senator D’Onofrio stated that this can be a problem. He said that people can find ways to call themselves a culture and that there should be a more stringent definition of what a culture is.
Vice President Okahana said that this is for the first reading.  Senator McClinton indicated that they had concluded the second reading for this item.

Special Order Business

Roman V. Kochan, Dean of Library and Academic Technology Services to be recognized for 15 minutes – Time certain at 3:45 pm

Mr. Kochan stated that the library is in Phase II of the library project and that there were some issues regarding access to books.  They were asked to remove a million books, which was not possible.  So an agreement was reached to allow the library to page materials so floors 2 and 3 will be closed, but a student can request materials and the materials will be ‘paged’ for the students.

He also discussed the other major event which includes over two hundred work stations being available to students.  This includes some stations in which students can work collaboratively, as well as more outlets for laptop convenience.  

He stated there are a lot of relocations, but the inactive areas should be active within days.  He further stated that Phase III will focus on floors 4 and 5.  These areas will be turned into reading rooms. There will also be a graduate center on that floor and this will provide a place for graduate students to use computers.

Senator Risdon asked if the page process is temporary.  
Mr. Kochan responded that it is temporary and that floors should be available by mid summer. 
Senator Del Hierro asked how much time it will involve accessing books.  
Mr. Kochan responded that it would be possible to do so in 15 to 20 minutes.  In other circumstances, access might be restricted and might take a day or so.

Mr. Haller inquired as to where archives would be located.  
Mr. Kochan responded that they will be on the third floor.  
Vice President Okahana stated Senate minutes from as far back as 1949 are available in Archives. 

Dr. Burnett stated he tried to use the library for a project but was told that it was online.  He asked if there would be an attempt to modify government documents.  
Mr. Kochan said that the documents are being made digital and most texts are online.  

Senator Preciado asked if this means that certain sections will be completely closed off.  
Mr. Kochan said possibly to students, but not to library staff so those materials can be accessed but just not directly by students.

Urgent Questions to the Executive Officers of the Associated Students

Senator Chavez asked when the voter guide will come out.  
Vice President Okahana said there should be a guide printed shortly.

Questions to the President of the Associated Students – Time Certain at 4:00 pm

There were none.

Questions to the Executive Director of the Associated Students – Time Certain at 4:15 pm

Senator Chavez asked what the policy on policy control is.  
Mr. Haller said that it is on his list to do.  
Senator Davis asked about the reports on the Soroptomist House.  
Mr. Haller said that the opportunity was still there for increased utilization but no ideas have been presented yet.

Senator Chavez asked if there has been progress on the Recycling Center.  
Mr. Haller said they have found a new coordinator.  He said this person has had years of experience in recycling and has a lot of ideas.  
Senator Chavez asked if he would be willing to speak to the Senate.  
Mr. Haller stated that this is not standard policy for the Senate.  
Senator Chavez said he just wanted to meet him, not to vote on him.  
Mr. Haller said that he’d be happy to bring him by.
Receipt of Minutes, Reports, and Communications

2) President’s Report
President Mistry reported that the Rec. Center passed overwhelmingly.  She stated that she has set up the remaining Associate Justice interviews.  She discussed the Designated Supplier’s program regarding sweatshops proposed by the Campus Progressives.  She said there are legal issues that will be reviewed.

Mr. Haller asked if the DSP program involved a referral source.  
President Mistry responded that there was.  

Senator Chavez asked if appointees were cleared for eligibility.  
President Mistry responded that they have not been cleared as of yet. 
Senator Wright asked if there were any applications for Attorney General.  
President Mistry responded that it would be advertised within the next week or so via e mail.

3) Vice President’s Report

BOD-2007-54 RULE MOTION: Providing Immediate Third Reading Consideration on S. Res. #2007-11

M/S: Okahana/McClinton
Vice President Okahana said this would be discussed and voted on today.

The motion carried by verbal vote.

Senator Montano stated that this was discussed in Governmental Affairs.  She stated that for #11, they were okay with the rule as it was.  
Vice President Okahana stated that the document in the packet is the revised version.  So he would move to substitute the original one with the one in the packet.

M/S:  Okahana/Chavez to accept the amendment.
The motion carried by voice vote.

Senator Swetland said that she would have preferred this be put in the box earlier in the week since it was so long.

To agree on resolution as amended:

The motion carried by voice vote.

BOD-2007-55 RULE MOTION: Providing Immediate Third Reading Consideration on S. Res. #2007-12

M/S:  Okahana/Risdon
The motion carried by voice vote.

M/S: Okahana/Crowder to substitute the motion today to the one in the packet.
He said that there were words in the new version that were not in the old version.

Senator Montano said that the recommendation regarded the first “whereas.”  Instead of having both, it was suggested to summarize in the new resolution and have one combined.

Senator Chavez said the reason he suggested this substitution was to explain that A.S.I. is going to work on it as a whole and to get students involved with the battle over the budget since it affects everyone.

M/S:  Chavez/Montano to amend from seven to twelve.
The motion passed by voice vote.

To agree on resolution as amended:

Vice President Okahana said that the Trust Committee on Finance meets next Tuesday.  The preliminary session meets at 11 a.m.  They will be discussing the increase of the fee by 10%.  He said that he hopes people will show up to the meeting.

Senator Swetland said that if the resolution will keep the fee the same as last year.  She said that it would be more realistic to say “keep it as low as possible.”  
Vice President Okahana stated that it could be said that when the budget is increased, it could be proportionally increased.

M/S:  Swetland/Risdon to amend.
Dr. Burnett stated that the history is that fees stay fixed until there is a budget crisis.  He said that if it is tied to budget increases it could go up each year.  
Senator Chavez stated that the amendment says that this would keep the budget where it is at.  He said that without education students cannot hope to have an economic future.  He said he opposed the amendment.

Senator D’Onofrio stated that students are paying too much now and also disagrees. 
Senator Risdon said that this is not realistic so she feels the best way to balance this is to tie this into the increase of the dollar.  
Senator Chavez indicated that as a person who studies economics, he understands the need to keep inflation in mind.  He says the reason the way things are now is because of government ways and that the tax codes have been rewritten to make things the way they are now.  He said that the politicians are the reason the fees are going up.
Debate was suspended to proceed to the special order of business and then later resumed.
Senator Swetland stated the Senate needs to be realistic on resolutions.  She said they do not carry weight unless the Board of Trustees takes the Senate seriously.

Senator Preciado stated that that if the Senate says they do not want increases that this is when they will be taken seriously.  
Senator Davis said he agreed with Senator Swetland.  He said that this would give support to the students on the Board instead of trying to stop the Board from doing a fee increase at all.  He further stated that he wanted to send a strong voice to the Board.
Senator D’Onofrio said that all the Senate is doing is to ask the Board to maintain the current fee levels as they are now.
Senator McClinton asked if any CSUs are working on similar resolutions.  
Vice President Okahana stated that others are, but that CSULB does not have to be along the line of other campuses.  
Dr. Burnett asked if the Board is considering raising student fees.  
Vice President Okahana said yes at 10%.  
Dr. Burnett suggested that the Senate oppose increases at this time but in the future the Senate recognizes fee increases may be necessary.
M/S: Swetland/Davis to adopt Dr. Burnett’s suggestion to oppose a fee increase now but to acknowledge the possibility of a need of an increase in the future.
Senator Chavez suggested that after voting on Senator Swetland’s amendment to have another ‘resolved’ for the spirit of the resolution.  
Senator Montano said that the Senate is saying to “make all efforts” to maintain the fee level.  
Vice President Okahana said that she makes a good point.  Right now the first choice is no amendment at all just “no fee increase.”  The second choice is to adopt the original Swetland amendment saying that a “proportional increase” is ok.  
Senator McClinton said that the best way to address is to add to 2007-08.  She said that addressing future issues should be placed in a different resolution, if more is added on that, the Senate will contradict itself and the Board will not take the Senate seriously.

Vice President Okahana stated that the Senate is opposed to increases this year but to acknowledge a proportional fee increase for next year.

Senator Risdon indicated that the resolution stated that the Senate does not want the 10% to go higher.  

Senator Davis said that again he believes that there should be a resolution stating that there should not be fee increases.  He said that he will not support anything that says anything besides that.  He indicated he would say ‘maintain current fee level for this year and next year’.
Senator McClinton called the question.

Mr. Haller said that he understands what Senator Swetland is saying but for the sake of clarity and timing with the Trustee’s meeting that the issue needs to be divided.  He recommended saying that they will not support a fee increase right now and let the Board deal with it.  He further stated that during the year 2004/2005, Schwarzenegger talked with the President of the UC system and discussed the budget for higher education.  He stated that both institutions have to increase fees each year and that in return he would increase funding for higher education.  Mr. Haller stated that this is the “Governor’s Compact” and the debate is whether or not to honor the compact.  He further stated that approaching the issue via a resolution may not be the most effective way to do it.  He said that pursuing a legislative agenda may be more effective.
Dr. Burnett said that everyone is in agreement that no one likes the 10%.  He stated that it is contradicting to agree for increases in fees and funding when class sizes are going up.  
Vice President Okahana said that it is always good to say “no fee increase” but the proposal for a proportional share is a more realistic approach.  Also this will bring a good issue for a system wide discussion.  The Senate has been fighting against the increase but this is an annual event.  So a more realistic idea might shift the conversation to make it more productive.
Senator Del Hierro said that he votes on the fact that he represents 35,000 students.  He believes that they do not support an increase and make a statement.
Vice President Okahana stated the first vote will be to vote on the original Swetland amendment regarding proportional increase.  The second vote will be on the second Swetland amendment to keep everything “as is” and that the CSU wants to keep their proportional share in the future.  If the Senate votes “no” on everything that the original amendment will stay as is.

For the first amendment: The motion failed by verbal vote.

For the second amendment: The motion failed by verbal vote.

For the initial resolution: The motion passed by verbal vote.

BOD-2007-56 RULE MOTION: Providing Immediate Third Reading Consideration on BOD-BOC-2007-12 

M/S: Okahana/McClinton to accept the third reading.
The motion carried by voice vote.
To agree on the resolution:

M/S:  Okahana/McClinton to agree on the resolution.
Senator McClinton stated that she believed she and Treasurer Tinoco left the conference with all questions answered.  
Senator Del Hierro asked if the Senate is voting on the grants the Board agreed on.
Mr. Haller stated regarding the policy document that the additions are what the Senate is voting on and that this is nothing new.

Senator Chavez said he heard that there were some issues with the policy.  
Senator McClinton said that the problems were in regards to earmarking funds.  She stated they looked at how college councils would control funds if there were no guidelines.  However, these issues were resolved.

Senator Chavez said that he commended the Board of Control for making these practices into law.
The motion passed by voice vote.

BOD-2007-57 Motion to Election Student-at-Large Trustee of Isabel Paterson Child Development Center

The motion is to elect a student to be a representative at Isabel Center.

M/S: Okahana/Montano to elect Deaka McClain to the Student Media Board.
Senator Montano said she believed that she has sufficient qualifications.

BOD-2007-58 Motion to Congratulate Men’s Basketball Team for Winning the Big West Conference Championship

M/S:  Okahana/McClinton to congratulate the men’s basketball team for winning the Big West championship.

Senator McClinton stated she felt that the Basketball team will win big at Big West and wants it placed in the minutes.  
Senator Chavez said that we have an amazing team and that they have all the respect.

The motion carried by verbal vote.

On BOD-2007-59 to Elect Deaka McClain to be a member of the Student Media Board.
M/S:  D’Onofrio/Davis to elect Deaka McClain to be a member of the Student Media Board.
Senator D’Onofrio said that she always shows up to the meetings.  
Senator Davis shared his sentiments.

The motion passed by verbal vote.

BOD-2007-60 To Extend Time for Judicial appointments

M/S: Okahana/Chavez to extend time for judicial appointments.
Vice President Okahana referred to the Bylaws which state that within ten business days the President needs to appoint candidates.  He stated that the absence of qualified candidates creates the necessity for an extended timeline.  
Senator Davis asked how many days will be allotted.  
Senator Chavez stated that there needs to be a time frame since election season is approaching very soon.  
Vice President Okahana stated that unqualified candidates can be a problem.  
Senator Chavez asked whether the Senate has a standard.  He moved to have a special session of the Senate for this coming Monday.  
Vice President Okahana said this was out of order.  
He then moved for a deadline of March 16th.  
Senator Davis asked to add that this will be readdressed after March 16th.
The motion passed by verbal vote.

Vice President Okahana said that there are three vacancies.

Third Reading File/Action Items
There were none.
Executive Business/Motion to Confirm
PA#2007-26 Appointment of Elmer Sonco to be Secretary for Internal Affairs

Mr. Sonco stated he is a senior in marketing.  He stated he sought the position because parking is an issue that needs to be fixed.  He said he has the ability to capture attention and creates results.

Senator Chavez asked his understanding of his job.  He said that the position changes by year.  He said he would be reporting back to the Senate to give updates on what is happening.

M/S:  McClinton/Del Hierro to approve Elmer Sonco to be Secretary for Internal Affairs.
Senator McClinton said she believes he will produce results.  
Senator Del Hierro said that he would do well in this position

The motion passed by verbal vote.

Second Reading File/Action Items
There were none

First Reading File/Introduction of New Legislation
There were none

Public Comments

    There were none.
    Adjournment Debate
Senator Del Hierro thanked senators who responded to his e mails regarding the surveys.  He stated that the responses he has been receiving have been good. 
Senator Chavez stated that this is of prime importance that this gets done now and that when senators entered the Senate for the first time that not everyone was ‘qualified’ per say.  He encouraged the Chair to hold a special meeting before the end of next week if this issue has not addressed.
Senator Davis said he went to Nutritional Counseling and wanted to give a few comments about the survey.  
Senator Preciado thanked the Senate for giving him the opportunity to serve.  
Vice President Okahana said that he felt the Senate had a good debate on the budget and hoped that there will be another debate later.  He said the next three meetings are pro forma sessions, meaning that they will be only ten minutes or so.  He highly advised everyone to be on time.

The Senate adjourned at 5:27 p.m.










