ASSOCIATED STUDENTS

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

THE SENATE/BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES

Meeting # 16
December 9, 2009
1.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Gonzalez at 3:35pm.
2.
ROLL CALL

Voting Members Present



Voting Members Absent
Denise M. Bohn, College of the Arts (Dp 5:45pm)
Llaura Garcia, At Large
Lucy Nguyen, College of Business 


Philip Bustamante, College of the Arts
 

Ruben Cordova, College of Business 




Patrice Collins, College of Education (Arr 3:50pm)
Thuy Tran, College of Education (Arr 5pm)

David A. Stout, College of Engineering (Dp 5:45pm)
Christine Truong, College of Engineering




Asha Nettles, College of Health & Human Services 


Caitlyn Larson, Health & Human Services (Dp 5:45pm)
Trevon Williams, College of Liberal Arts
Jameson Nyeholt, College of Liberal Arts




Theresa Bui, College of Natural Sc & Math (Dp 5:45pm)
Michael Quibuyen, College of Natural Sc and Math
Ana Jaime, At Large

Tony Garcia, At Large

Mark Rizk, At Large (Dp 5:45pm)
Isai Valdez, At Large (Arr 3:50pm)

Theresa Nguyen, At Large 
Vice President Omar Gonzalez
Non-Voting Member Present 




Non-Voting Member Absent


Dr. Jeanne Caveness (President’s Designee)


Dr. Lee Vail (Faculty Rep) Dp 5:05pm
Staff Present






Staff Absent


Ms. Kim Hinckson (Advisor to the Senate)



Mr. Richard Haller (Executive Director) 

3.
INVOCATION

There was no invocation presented.  
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Vice President Gonzalez explained the process for public comments and time limits.
Marel Sahebjame introduced herself to the Board as a graduate student in the College of Liberal Arts, a member of the MSA-Muslim Students Association and a former USU Board Of Trustees member.  
She reminded the Senate of the last resolution she spoke against in Spring 2009, then she spoke about the resolution 2010-16 on the floor.  She asked that senators consider two things: 1. academic freedom and 2. hypocrisy.  She added that the resolution threatens academic freedom and removal of the mural will be an act of censorship. In closing, she stated that Prospector Pete should also be removed because it is a racist symbol to the Native Americans. Furthermore, if the resolution passes the Senate will be sharing in hypocrisy.

Douglas Kauffman stated that politically Che was a hero and an inspiration.  He added that one should never 
control 
the works of artists.  He added that Angela Davis picture is also up there and she espoused violence in her 
day.  He added that MLK and Ghandi contributed to the moment of oppressed people but he considers them to be 
criminals as well.  Che also spoke about the LGBT community and stated that in Cuba transgendered folks are 
able to 
have a free sex-change operations.
There was a brief outburst in the gallery and Vice President reminded gallery participants that the Senate Chambers does require guests to be respectful of the process.

Gabriel Martin, College of Engineering spoke to the resolution 2010-10 being modified and he is one of the supporters against the resolution.  He wanted to share that he is not pleased with the way it is written it does not have much teeth.


Ravi Wadhwani asked who Jason Aula and the Board was unable to respond. He quoted Jason’s comments 
regarding the mural and as an individual of Asian descent, it is objectionable for someone to lie and use deceit to 
remove this strike to freedom, if Che is a murderer then so is George Washington.


Matt Barnett, a graduating political science major convened that as an artist he opposed the resolution.  He urged 
Senators from the College of the Arts to speak up for artistic freedom. He added that passing this resolution would 
threaten many other departments as far as censorship. He enjoyed the discussion from both sides on facebook 
group and art makes us think and dialogue.


Gerard Cruz, 1st generation Cuban-American stated that he was almost expelled for his outspoken actions in favor 
in removing the artwork.  Che presided over the revolution firing sqad. The photo creates a hostile environment 
for him 
on campus and it is not about censorship but about the propagation of one man. 

James Suazo distributed information on behalf of his conversation with Dean Riposa.  The email conversation 
shared specifics about the size and purpose of the mural which is art to evoke thinking and new ideas.

Myriam Joseph spoke on behalf of Dean Riposa explaining that the evolution of the mural was a collaboration bet 
artist and the Dean to hide the walls and create an opportunity for dialogue.    As agents of social change we 
address, confront and listen. The mural evolves and text changes as the campus and the world changes.

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR

Vice President Gonzalez thanked the Board for the great work they did this semester.  He looks forward to coming back in the Spring and continue the good work on behalf of students.
6. ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

(M) Cordova (S) Nyeholt to approve the agenda.
Motion carries.
7.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING

 (M) Cordova (S) Jaime to approve the Senate Minutes #15 dated December 2, 2009.


Motion carries with one abstention.  
8.
CONSENT CALENDAR

A. Approval of Minutes from Subsidiary Boards

1) Board of Control Meeting #16 dated December 1, 2009

Senator L. Nguyen provided a thorough report on BOC Meeting.  

B. Receipt of Minutes, Reports, and Communications
1) USU Board of Trustees Minutes, Meeting #5 dated November 13, 2009

2) President’s Report

3) Vice President’s Report

Senator Nettles reported on the USUBOT Minutes.  She highlighted the change to the study room and the extended hours for the USU and the library during finals week.

Dr. Caveness asked about timeline on the automatic doors in the restrooms.   Senator Nettles responded that no specific time was given but she will research it and get back to her.

Follow up question on budget revenue so early in the year, Senator Nettles responded that expenses are the same therefore revenue prediction is fairly simple.

Senator Nyeholt stated that Senator Nguyen and Treasurer Denila names are spelled incorrectly in the USUBOT Minutes and it should be forwarded for changes.


         (M) Cordova  (S) Truong to approve the consent calendar.

         Motion carries with one abstention.  
9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Legislative Business:

   A.
SR #2010-10:  Sustainability and Recycling Act of 2009, Initiative II: American College 

      
and University Presidents Climate Commitment 


Mr. Lee Johnson introduced himself as the AS Recycling Coordinator and Chair of the USU Sustain U 
Committee and reviewed the recent amendments with the committee.  They felt the current changes to 
the resolution makes it watered down and the University President has not signed any sustainability 
documents so the resolution must be stronger.  There are also signatures by students to encourage Pres 
Alexander to sign sustainability documents.
Senator Jaime asked that signatures be sent once the resolution is passed.

Senator Nyeholt stated that changes are not present and asked for the Board to interject them.
(M) Senator Jaime (S) Senator Cordova to postpone the resolution.

Senator Jaime asked about disadvantages of postponing the resolution. 

Senator Cordova yielded his time to Brian Troutner.  Mr. Troutner stated that Pres Alexander has had 
this on his table for the last few weeks but it has not been signed.  He had issues 
with the  added 
section.

Mr. Haller asked if students signed the petition on the stated language and Senator Nyeholt said yes.

He added that they added amendments so that they could include the climate changes and to make the campus more sustainable.

Mr. Haller asked if these changes were expressed earlier or before the email leak and Senator Nguyen stated prior and after.

Senator Cordova called to question.

VOTE ON THE MOTION 





FAILES 0-16-2

(M)  Nyeholt (S) Jaime approve Senate Resolution. 2010-10 as third and final reading.


          
Motion carries.

C. SR #2010-13: Opposition of the suspension of University 100 and Support of University 100 supplemental program 
      Senator Nettles explained changes made.

(M) Cordova (S) Stout to approve Senate Resolution 2010-13 as amended for third and final reading.

Senator Cordova called to question.


          Motion carries.

D. SR #2010-14: Support of the Public, Education and Government (PEG) 

Vice President Gonzalez yielded the floor to President Chavez, who then spoke the resolution and invited the Board to the Jan 5th LB City Council meeting.

 (M) L. Nguyen (S) Stout to approve Senate Resolution. 2010-14 as third and final reading.


          Motion carries.

Non Legislative Business

There was none.
10.
NEW BUSINESS
Legislative Business
E. SR #2010-15: Resolution Authorizing Ground Lease for the Soroptimist House 
Vice President Gonzalez sponsored the resolution and Mr. Haller explained it.  He stated that AS owns 
the Soroptimist building but we lease the land, this resolution is to renew the lease.  
The new lease will be for 20 years and the language is provided by the Chancellors Office.
(M) L. Nguyen (S) Nyeholt to approve Senate Resolution. 2010-15 as first and final reading.

Senator Nguyen asked if the 20 year lease extends to other AS properties and Mr. Haller said no just to the Soroptimist House.  He will try to negotiate that for the Recycling Center, however, standard lease is 5 yrs.

      Senator Truong asked about the timeliness of the resolution and Mr. Haller stated that he was given 

      notification from the University about the renewal last week.

Senator Cordova asked without objection to invoke the Gloria Romero Act.  There were no objections.

  
          Motion carries.

F. SR #2010-16: Resolution Against Negative Propaganda 
Douglas Kauffman, member of the gallery, spoke against this resolution and he wanted to clarify what Che stood for, Marxism.  He added that he has been assaulted by one of the public speaker in the past.  He wanted the Board to discard that person’s reactions and he is fully in support of preserving this mural.  He wasn’t to add Juego Chavez, Caesar Chavez and others that are supporting the movement.
Jason Aula, member of the gallery, stated that Che is a murder however, his tee shirts sells.  He reflected on some of Che’s actions in 1957 and other articles showing examples of murders he committed.  He is upset that MLK and Ghandi’s work are being compared to Che a murderer.

Jor-El Maligaga, member of the gallery, stated that he was appalled by the resolution and Che is one of his heroes.  This however, is an attack on art.  The mural is multi dimensional and shows a variety of experiences from historical figures in the hopes of inspiring others to change the world.  Che is more recognizable and therefore his face was used. He explained that Geronimo was also a killer and his picture is up as well.

Senator Rizk introduced the resolution to the Board.   He asked to scratch from the title “Opposition to”.  He added that he distributed to the Board a page of quotes from CHE and they are quite offensive.  He asked that for the intellectual integrity of the campus this should not be allowed.  Concerns about academic freedom can be addressed.  Expression of views should have the consideration of other people.  

(M)  Stout (S) Nyeholt to approve Senate Resolution. 2010-16 as a first reading.

Senator Nyeholt read a statement to the Board:
It comes upon great reluctance that I find myself foist to the front of the controversy surrounding this resolution.  I am not one to enjoy infamy, be it pleasingly or disapprovingly rendered.  However, I feel as though the issues presented by this resolution, and the controversy surrounding it should be addressed.  As many of you may have already found, I issued an extensive apologia in response to questions raised in a discussion on the Facebook group created for the purpose of opposing this resolution.  I do not wish to bore you by rehashing these arguments or by addressing the rapid devolvement of congeniality that occurred with the enunciations provided by certain individuals into the debate.  Rather, I would like to address the greater issue presented by this resolution.  


Though the supporters of this resolution would have you believe that this is about Che Guevara, or a break from the proper policy required to install artwork in the public areas of this campus, the issue has emerged as something much greater than that.  What we have before us today is an issue of academic freedom.  The name of this resolution—the Negative Propaganda Act—is telling of the premise under which it was formulated: that any artifact that is merely offensive to an individual should be explicitly excluded from the public forum.  I find this premise, aside from being completely ludicrous, to be a great departure from the expectation among academics that the no ideal, no image, no speech, is too controversial to be included in the marketplace ideas.  Certainly, the capricious removal of Che from this mural would be tantamount of such a departure.  
As such, it is certainly necessary that a great burden of proof be established if there is to be any determination that the mural incites the negativity the resolution in question asserts.  This resolution has certainly not met that burden.


I would like to now address the more technical problems presented by this resolution.  The first of these is under that the action that this resolution delineates in its second to last Resolving statement is entirely out of the jurisdiction of the Associated Students—this mural is the jurisdiction of the University and the College of Liberal Arts.

The second of these is the reality that the passages of mission statements drawing from the College of Liberal Arts, the Associated Students, Inc., and California State University, Long Beach are grossly misinterpreted and construed in their framing as justifications for the legitimacy of this act.  The final problem that must be addressed is the evidence of administrative problems that generated this controversy.  Surely the proper policies for the installation of public artifacts must be followed.  However, the ex post facto removal of this mural is entirely unwarranted for the reasons I have enumerated.  I shall now close my dialogue and leave this issue open for discussion among the Board with the suggestion that it is voted dow.n

Senator Rizk corrected that his goal is not to remove the entire mural but to replace the Che portion. He was told that Dean Riposa was willing to do so and he wants the pass the resolution and have the Dean keep his word.  He then talked about MLK and Ghandi on their words of non-violence and advocacy.  They should therefore not be in the same mural as CHE, who was very violent.
Senator Jaime asked how many students were in support of this resolution.  She also stated that there are not specifics in the resolution of what section is to be removed in the mural.

Senator Truong asked for confirmation of mural removal and Myriam Joseph from the Dean’s Office stated that she was not present in that meeting however, the mural is evolving.

Senator Nettles asked about the jurisdiction of the Board to make these changes. Dr. Caveness said that both her and President Chavez did research with Facilities Management about installation of artwork. The Campus Planning Committee stated that exterior and interior and Sue Brown responded that the campus gov process involves approval of exterior installation written in Executive Order 276.   There is no campus policy about interior approvals, and there were no prior concerns.  However, AS does not have jurisdiction and cannot dictate to the college.  The resolution is directing faculty and again this is out of AS jurisdiction. Academic Senate did approve the principals of shared community and speech codes were struck down by them several years ago.

Senator Cordova thanked Senator Rizk for bringing the resolution to the Board. He pointed out several flaws to the resolution: the 2nd and 3rd whereas seems very personal and not factual; utilization of part of the CSULB mission statement contradicted each other; there was not distinction between work environment vs a learning environment.  He added that since AS has no jurisdiction, he encouraged Senator Rizk to pursue this personally.

Senator Nyeholt added that his Professor of Philosophy Julie Van Camp explained that Artist Moral Rights is the entity that has no right to remove or destroy unless the artist agrees to do so.  Art cannot be removed but can be covered by other art, he shared an example whereby the past University President Maxson tried to remove an exterior art and was unable to so he build a wall around it.

Senator Jaime stated that she is against the resolution and noted that only 3 students were in support of the resolution and hopes that the Board takes that into consideration when voting.

Senator Cordova stated that the resolution needs a lot of work and his concern are about facts and ability of the AS to commit. He thanked Senator Rizk for his effort but stated that he cannot support this resolution.

Senator Nguyen stated that she will be voting no because it is not in the AS jurisdiction.

Senator T. Garcia called to question.

          Motion fails.


             Senator Cordova requested a roll call vote.

Senator Tran-No


Senator Valdez-No

Senator Nyeholt-No


Senator Collins-Abstain


Senator Quibuyen-No 

Senator Rizk-Yes
Senator Bohn-No


Senator Cordova-No 

Senator L.Nguyen-No

Senator Larson-No 


Senator Stout-No 

Senator R. Garcia-No
Senator Jaime-No


Senator Nettles-No 

Senator Truong-No
Senator T. Nguyen-Abstain 

Vice President Gonzalez-Abstain


VOTE ON THE MOTION 





FAILS 1-13-3

Non Legislative Business

A.  SSR#2101-01: Sustain U Committee Recommendation for Senate Actions.
(M) Nyeholt (S) Cordova to refer this document to USUBOT.
Motion carries.

Executive Business
There was none.
11. REPORTS

A. Lynne Coenen, Women’s Resource Center Assistant Director
Ms. Coenen thanked the Board for allowing her to speak and distributed handouts. She stated that the Center was awarded a grant 3 years ago to address sexual assaults and domestic violence on campus.  The hand out namely Project Safe has been providing documentary films, Take Back The Night demonstrations, etc.  The booklet answered questions that students had and it was all in one place as a student resource book as well as for staff and faculty.  It was a major project and they are very proud of it.  The expectation is that this book will be shared as a resource for self and others, to continue the safety of the campus.  She explained that the word Safe speaks to personal and campus safety.   This is an opportunity for people to ask questions freely and become proactive.  She explained a few areas of the book and pointed out the magnet at the center of the book which contains important numbers of contact.  She asked the Board how many had heard of the Project Safe and several people raised their hands.

She added that this is a large campus and it is very safe for students.  
B. Christopher Chavez, President of the Associated Students Inc.


ASI updates


Belmont Shores Christmas Parade was absolutely amazing.  Commissioners, Execs, Sens. Nguyen, staff, 
cheer team, Athletics, President’s Ambassadors and Beach Team all participated.  Special thanks to 
Kimmie Helm and ASI staff who put float together!


2nd Annual Safety Night Walk conducted by Sec. of Internal Affairs was very informative – identified 
many improvements over last year.  Thanks to Chief of Staff Ahumada, AVP Salazar and Police Chief 
Skipworth.

USU Finals Zone: Dec. 12-18, please share informational flyer with classmates.

Congrats to Dave Edwards for receiving the first CSU doctorate degree.

Campus Updates:


Academic Senate Meeting: December 3, 2009-Discontinuance of obsolete programs/creation of new 
programs (Passed); Advisory Council on Enrollment Management: Revised Charge and Composition 
(AS-807-09/AS) – Postponed; Various changes relating to faculty and Department Chairs – (Going into 
2nd Reading)


Endorsement of Letter of Concern to President Alexander from Nominating Committee – (Failed)


Timely Graduation Policy – (Going into 2nd Reading)


Next Academic Senate Meeting: February 11, 2010


Government Updates:


Student Loan Reform/Direct Lending: Still in the Senate’s Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee


Awaiting conclusion of Healthcare debate before Senate will act on this


CSSA: December 12-13 (San Francisco State). Resolution in support of the DREAM Act


Discussion about planned student activism (i.e. marches, Made in the CSU Campaign, etc)


Planning for legislative proposals; Discussion on the well-being of international students


The Student Trustee Search Process; Numerous internal policies and a budget adjustment proposal


Appointment of Student Trustee


Upcoming Dates:


December 10th: College Beat TV Best of 2009 Screening @ 5 PM, Beach Auditorium


December 11th: 49er Shops Board of Directors Meeting


December 11th-13th: CSSA


December 12th: Men’s Basketball @ 4:05 PM


December 14th– 18th: USU Finals Zone & Final Exams

C. Marilei Denila, Treasurer of the Associated Students Inc. 

She summarized that fall allocation has leftover funds which will roll over to the Spring semester CYUF. She will be working on spring allocation for organizations as well as fiscal workshops in February 2010 and in  March will hold grant application workshops.  She is also updating documents to make the process easier for students.  

Dr. Caveness asked if documents can be submitted electronically such as the PEAR form. Treasurer Denila they are recorded electrical however, the are required signatures by SLD advisors.  She asked the Board to remind constituents of PEAR due on December 12 or their accounts will be frozen.

D. Deirdre Montgomery, Gov. Recruitment Officer, Associated Students Inc.,

Ms. Montgomery gave an update on beachteam, transition to show commissioners in the spring.  49er for a day will be in the spring with high schools.  She is working on new marketing for beach team and they will also help out during the election period.

E. Senators at Large Reports

Senator T. Garcia stated that Student Fee Advisory Committee had a presentation on the 3 yr index increase on SWRC which was stated on the ballot in 2007 and that will go into effect next year.  The fee increase to USU will go from $120 to $128 for Fall 2010.  He added that Soar asked for fee increase from $50 to $62 for one day $115 to $130 for overnight participation.
Senator Valdez reported that new greek officers transition was this week, and he was awaiting final numbers of money raised and recruitment numbers.
     12.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mr. Haller apologized for having to leave early due to an appointment but stated that he was very proud of the leadership demonstrated by the Board.
Rayza Jimenez introduced herself to the Board and shared that she was concerned about the lack of Latino faculty in the Art Dept and throughout the campus.  Lack of diversity is seen throughout the campus and there was a daily 49er article a few months ago to raise awareness.  She wanted student government to assist students in helping with this problem.

Janet Gomez stated that she was not aware that this was an HSI (Hispanic Serving Institution) school and now in her 4th year she just found out about HSI.  The grant is integral  to the campus however, the message implies that it serves the campus but it only targets students with a GPA of 2.5 and lower to provide them with assistance.  She is concerned about those in a lower GPA bracket.  The funding is $500,000 annually and not been hurt by budget cuts and she would like to know where the funding goes. They also don’t offer scholarship or collaborate with other department and she is confused as to who is being served by this grant.

Matt Barnett stated that their voice as leaders extends beyond the Chambers and there are more practical ways of achieving results. As a representative on the campus planning committee he would have spoken with the person that sponsored the resolution and encouraged the Board to continue to speak up for students.

Senator Nyeholt apologized for the contentious nature of the resolution earlier and hopes there are better ways to 

work collaboratively.  However, he was happy to see students attend and speak out for or against the issue.
Vice President Gonzalez stated that he was pleased to see students in the gallery and he too hopes resolution will be written more collaboratively.  He thanked the remaining Board for staying and making quorum and for their sacrifice this semester.

Ms. Hinckson reminded the Board to save the date for Spring retreat which will be January 22nd in the USU.  She added that she too was very proud of the way everyone handled themselves with civility over the charged and emotional comments in regarding to the previously discussed resolution.  She reminded them to study for final as this is their priority as a student and to those that are leaving Senators Cordova and Bustamante, she wished them well.
13. ADJOURNMENT

(M) Nguyen (S) Truong to adjourn the meeting.

Senator Cordova called division and requested roll call.


Vice President Gonzalez requested a hand count.


VOTE ON THE MOTION






PASSES 11-1-1


Meeting adjourned at 6:00pm

Motion carries.
RECORDED BY:
______________________________________




_______________


Kim Hinckson, Assistant Director 

Date

APPROVED BY:

______________________________________

_______________

Omar Gonzalez, ASI Vice-President






Date

VETO OR WAIVE VETOES BY:

____ Waive Veto

      ____ Veto

                 Items:
___________________________


_____________________________________

_______________


Christopher Chavez, ASI President

Date


______________________________________




_______________


Dr. Michael Hostetler, Associate Vice President for Student Services/Dean of Students
Date
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