Senate Meeting #11, dated October 22, 2008


ASSOCIATED STUDENTS

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

THE SENATE/BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES

Meeting #11

October 22, 2008
1.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Chavez at 3:33 pm.
2.
ROLL CALL

Voting Members Present




Voting Members Absent
Senator James Ahumada




Senator Jeff Yutrzenka

Senator Avis Atkins





Senator Trinh Dang


Senator Cristina Avila





Senator Marilei Denila





Senator Philip Bustamante




Senator Tanya Jooste

Senator Everett Bryan





Senator Rosannara Chhun

Senator Ruben Cordova





Senator Thuy Tran

Senator Duarte, Alma





Senator Zo Farooqui

Senator James Kuang

Senator Caitlyn Larson

Senator Piero Sandoval

Senator Amanda Thyden

Vice President Christopher Chavez

Non-Voting Present





Non-Voting Absent
Dr. Jeane Caveness (President’s Designee)


Dr. Lee Vail (Faculty Rep)

Advisors to the Senate Present




Advisors to the Senate Absent
Mr. Richard Haller (Executive Director) (Ar @ 3:44)

Ms. Kim Hinckson (Advisor to the Senate)

3.
INVOCATION

The invocation was presented by Mr. David Sanfilippo, the Director of Disabled Student Services.  He affirmed that there is wisdom in the council of many, and asserted that discomfort moves people to action and change.  Mr. Sanfilippo commended Senators for showing their dedication to students by participating in Disability Awareness Day.  The event raised awareness of challenges disabled students face daily.

4.
PUBLIC COMMENTS


There were none.
5. ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR

The Chair indicated that he had appointed Senator Atkins to the Executive Committee on Student Success.  He thanked her for attending the previous meeting, despite the fact that she had not yet been appointed.

The Vice President Chavez reminded Senators that all College Councils must appoint representatives to the Board of Elections by the first day of October, otherwise ASI assumes the responsibility.  The Chair requested that Senators inquire of their College Councils whether representatives had been selected.

The Chair indicated that Police Chief Stan Skipworth would be speaking to the Senate on October 29 at 4:00 PM.  Additionally, Sue Brown would be appearing before the Senate on November 5 at 4:00 PM.  The purpose of these interviews will be to discuss plans for increased security on campus.

Vice President Chavez invited Senators to participate in the upcoming legislative initiative regarding conservation.  He also requested that Senators pay particular attention to the issue on the budget of the CSU system.

Senator Bustamante indicated that the candidate selected by the College of the Arts would be able to serve as the new Senator.  Originally there was a scheduling conflict, but the student worked it out.  

The Chair explained that many Senators absent from the meeting had notified him in advance.  

The Chair explained the new system of reporting.  College Council Senators and Senators at Large will report on alternating weeks.  At meeting #12 the College Council Senators will deliver reports, and at meeting # 13 the Senators at Large will deliver reports.  The reports will be brief, and will consist of any relevant news from College Councils.

6. ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
(M) Farooqui (S) Bryan to approve the agenda.

Vice President Chavez indicated that President Swetland would be unable to deliver her report at the Senate meeting due to a prior engagement with the President’s Scholars.  He indicated that she would email her written report to Senators on Thursday, October 24.

Motion carries unanimously.

7.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING

(M) Bryan (S) Sandoval to approve the minutes from Senate meeting #10, dated October 15, 2008.

There were no corrections made to the minutes from the last meeting.

Motion carries unanimously.
8.  CONSENT CALENDAR

A. Approval of Minutes from Subsidiary Boards

1) Board of Control Minutes, Meeting #09 dated October 7, 2008.

B. Receipt of Minutes, Reports, and Communications
1) Vice President’s Report

2) President’s Report

3) Administrator’s Report

(M) Cordova (S) Avila to approve the consent calendar.

Senator Denila delivered a report on the BOC meeting.

Motion carries unanimously.
9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Legislative Business

A. BA#2009-05: The Clear Majority Act (3rd Reading – Action Item)
(M) Bryan (S) Bustamante to approve BA#2009-05: The Clear Majority Act as a Third Reading Action Item.

Mr. Haller inquired when the amendment had been distributed.  Senator Bustamante indicated that the original amendment had been distributed 4 meetings ago.

Senator Bryan made a substitute motion to postpone the final approval of BA#2009-05: The Clear Majority Act until October 29, 2008.

Senator Bustamante accepted the substitute motion.

Mr. Haller inquired whether the confusion with the Judiciary’s declaratory judgment had been cleared up.

Vice President Chavez replied in the negative.

Mr. Haller explained to the Senate that the Judiciary had rendered an opinion on the proposed amendment.  However, this is not the job of the Judiciary.  The Judiciary is supposed to interpret the original Bylaws.  Thus, the Judiciary should have generated an interpretation of the meaning of a majority. 

Senator Bryan indicated that postponing the amendment would allow the Judiciary time to rule on the existing Bylaws.  Mr. Haller stated that the Judiciary meets on Mondays, and furthered that their agenda for the week had not yet been posted.  However, they might not be able to render a judgment in one day.

Senator Cordova inquired whether the Senate would have to submit a separate request to the Judiciary.

Vice President Chavez clarified that in his original request, he had asked the Judiciary to form a judgment on an acceptable definition of a majority according to the Bylaws.  He stipulated that he had also included a copy of the amendment via the Judiciary’s request.

Senator Cordova indicated that it was a clerical error on the part of the Judiciary, and asserted that a separate request was not necessary.  He suggested asking the Judiciary to reexamine the request.

Vice President Chavez assured Senators that he would speak with Chief Justice Molina.  He inquired if the Gloria Romero Act applied to the Judiciary.

Mr. Haller indicated the Act does not apply to the Judiciary for purposes of deliberation.

Motion carries unanimously.
B. S. Res. #2009-07: The Campus Safety Initiatives of 2008-2009 (2nd Reading)
(M) Chavez (S) Farooqui to postpone S. Res. #2009-07: The Campus Safety Initiatives of 2008-2009 as a Second Reading for five weeks.

The Chair explained that postponing the motion for five weeks would allow enough time for Senators to interview Stan Skipworth and Sue Brown, as well as research areas on campus that require additional security.

Senator Cordova requested that the Chair occasionally remind the Senators of the resolution so as to ensure progress during the interval.

The Chair consented, and indicated that the Senate could consider the resolution sooner if it so desired.

Motion carries unanimously.
Dr. Caveness pointed out that postponing the resolution by five weeks would schedule it to be approved on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving.

Vice President Chavez stated that there was currently a Senate meeting scheduled for that day.

Dr. Caveness affirmed that there will be no classes on that Wednesday, but campus will still be open.

Mr. Haller indicated that the Senate had not met on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving in many years, but pointed out that there are no rules that stipulate the Senate is not allowed to meet that day.  However, if the Senate decides not to meet on that day the resolution will simply be pushed back to the following week.

C. S. Res. #209-08: Initiative to Promote Awareness of Non-Smoking Areas (1st Reading)
(M) Thyden (S) Cordova to postpone S. Res. #209-08: Initiative to Promote Awareness of Non-Smoking Areas as a First Reading.

Speaking to the motion, Senator Thyden indicated that the item should be postponed to allow additional time for research.  She indicated that sponsors of the resolution would like to survey students regarding the matter.

Mr. Haller indicated that sponsors should coordinate the survey with him since there are several other ongoing campus related surveys

Motion carries unanimously.
D. S. Res #2009-09: The Student Services Initiative of 2008 (1st Reading)
(M) Chavez (S) Farooqui to approve S. Res #2009-09: The Student Services Initiative of 2008 as a Frist Reading.

Speaking to the motion, Vice President Chavez indicated that the resolution would form a committee in order to research areas of campus that are underserved.  The committee will report to ASI, the 49er shops, and other interested parties. 

Mr. Haller indicated that Dr. Susan Platt was working with Student Services on a student satisfaction survey.  He encouraged the Senate to coordinate with them so as to not duplicate efforts.  He indicated that Dr. Platt might appreciate a resolution supporting her efforts.   The Chair indicated that he would contact Dr. Platt, but also stipulated that he would like to see the Senate participate in the matter.

Senator Bryan indicated that his college council was very interested in extending student services near the Engineering Department.

Senator Duarte indicated that the Associated Students of Social Work were also very interested.

The Chair indicated that, should the resolution pass, the Senate will be required to appoint two at large representatives from the student body.

Motion carries unanimously.
Non-Legislative Business:
None

Executive Business:

None

10.
NEW BUSINESS
Legislative Business
None

Non-Legislative Business

None

Executive Business
None

11.
REPORTS
A. President Erin Swetland
President Swetland was unable to attend due to a prior engagement.

12.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Senator Bustamante announced the Symphonic Band Concert on Thursday, October 23 at 7:00 PM in the Music Department.  He also indicated that the band he had been helping which caused him to miss the Senate retreat had improved by 10 points.  Finally, he encouraged Senators to “see people get naked” in the University Theater’s production of “Hair.”

Senator Atkins announced a discussion on Proposition 8 in the USU Beach Auditorium on Thursday, October 23 from 3:00-5:00 PM.

Senator Thyden encouraged Senators to participate in a benefit through the Long Beach Unified School District to help mentally and physically disabled people.  She indicated that she would place flyers regarding the event on her desk.

Mr. Haller indicated that he would be unable to attend the first Senate meeting of November because he will be on vacation in Mexico.  

Dr. Caveness announced that there are two applicants for Alternative Spring Break, and the deadline to apply is October 28 at 7:00 PM.  She also indicated that 42 students have signed up for Ethics at the Beach, and the deadline is Friday, October 24.  She indicated that also would be unable to attend the first Senate meeting of November because of a conference.

Senator Avila indicated that she was participating in a fundraiser to benefit children with Down’s Syndrome.

13.
ADJOURNMENT

(M) Atkins (S) Bustamante to adjourn the meeting at 4:17 PM.

Motion carries unanimously.
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