Senate Meeting #22, dated March 12, 2008




ASSOCIATED STUDENTS

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

THE SENATE/BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES

Meeting #22

March 12, 2008
1.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Montano at 3:33 pm.
2.
ROLL CALL

Voting Members Present



Voting Members Absent
Senator Justin Alfonso (Ar @3::37)


Senator Philip Bustamante

Senator John Blowers




Senator Greg Lim

Senator Rosannara Chhun

Senator Vanara Chhay

Senator Ruben Cordova

Senator Marilei Denila

Senator Alex Gainer

Senator Jessica LaVenter


Senator Brian Lojeck

Senator Megan Miller

Senator Raul Preciado

Senator Erin Swetland

Senator Pia Talamayan

Senator Irena Wang

Senator Juliana Wise

Senator Jeff Yutrzenka

Vice President Lucy Montano

Non-Voting Present





Non-Voting Absent
Dr. Jeane Caveness (President’s Designee)




Dr. Chris Burnett (Faculty Rep)  (Ar @ 3:35)

Ms. Kim Hinckson (Advisor to the Senate)

Mr. Richard Haller (Executive Director)

3.
INVOCATION

The invocation was lead by Senator Wise, who shared with the Senate a picture of the tree that Anne Frank was known to have looked at from the attic where she was hidden.  According to her Diary, it was the only thing she could see from the window.  Unfortunately, it was recently cut down due to its failing health.  Senator Wise stated that she frequently looks at the picture to remind herself that things could be much worse, and it reminded her of the things she’d overcome through the years.

4.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mr. Jeff Spafford spoke on behalf of the LGBTIQ community, thanking Senator LaVenter and the Bylaws Committee for being cooperative and patient.  The creation of a Secretary for LGBTIQ Affairs displays that the Senate is accurately representing its constituents.  

Mr. Carl Kemp, former Student Body President, appeared before the Senate to say “keep up the good work.”  He stated that he was proud to return to his Alma mater and see bright, progressive minds making the campus a better place.

Ms. Aunnie Ganier, Co coordinator of the LGBTIQ Resource Center, thanked Senator LaVenter and the Bylaws Committee for their investment in the Bylaw Amendment to create a Secretary for LGBTIQ Affairs.  She pronounced that the students at the Resource Center are grateful for the Senate’s recognition.  She also made known that the creation of this position would serve to instill hope in the community, and spoke volumes to the ASI’s activism in serving students.   She announced that she had gathered signatures from students to show support for the new Secretary position, and would send copies to the Senators.  On another note, she expressed her support for the resolution against carriage of concealed weapons on campus.

Ms. Elizabeth Spurbeck indicated that she had placed ASI brochures at the Senators’ seats.  She explained that the new brochures clarify to students the function of the different parts of ASI.  She stated that she had also placed Beach Pride Bingo cards at every seat, and explained the program.

Mr. Travis Miller introduced himself as graduating senior for International Studies and Economics.  He announced the he interns with CFA, and was working to bring awareness about the California Governor’s proposed budget plan for the next fiscal year.  He stipulated that the new budget will cut 312.9 million dollars from the CSU budget.  He expressed his hope for the Senate’s support.

Mr. Jason Aula from Tuition Relief Now appeared to remind the Senate of the push to gather as many signatures as possible on the petition.  There is only one month left to acquire the requisite number of signatures., and the program is having trouble finding volunteers.

5.
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR

The Chair yielded the floor to President Alexander, who reiterated Jason Aula’s stipulation that with the new budget, the University will be facing rising fees.  He stated that the Federal Government had realized that no matter how much money is delegated to education, the schools will not benefit until the state governments stop undercutting education funds.  He emphasized that the decisions being made in Sacramento in the next six months are vital to the University.  President Alexander went on to announce that there will be a meeting with CFA on March 26 from 12:00-1:00 pm in order to emphasize the University’s opposition to the Governor’s proposed budget.  He stressed that the effort to rally against the new budget requires everybody’s support, and that the resolution being passed by the Senate is only the beginning.  The University faces a loss of 16 million dollars if the proposed budget is accepted.  This will not only affect student fees, but will also affect courses.

Changing subject, President Alexander informed the Senate that, currently, fourteen states are proposing concealed weapons bills that would allow students and faculty to carry concealed weapons.  Last week the Arizona State Legislature passed a bill allowing students to carry concealed weapons.  The President thanked the Senate for having the sense to realize that concealed weapons will not solve the problem of school shootings.  

Finally, President Alexander gave a brief overview of the upcoming week in sports.

The Chair yielded the floor to Mr. Edwards, who updated the Senate on the plans for the Recreation and Wellness Center.  Yesterday the CSUBOT approved drawings for the facilities.  The next step will come in fall when the financing is approved.  The current target date for completion is late spring of 2010.

6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING

There were no corrections made to the minutes from the last meeting.

(M) LaVenter (S) Miller to approve the Senate Minutes #21 dated March 5, 2008.


Motion carries unanimously.
7.
CONSENT CALENDAR

A. Approval of Minutes from Subsidiary Boards

1) Board of Control Minutes, Meeting #23 dated March 4, 2008.

2) Bylaws Committee Minutes, Meeting #4 dated February 27, 2008.

3) Bylaws Committee Minutes, Meeting #5 dated March 5, 2008.

B. Receipt of Minutes, Reports, and Communications
1) Board of Elections Minutes, Meeting #7 dated February 29, 2008.

2) USU Board of Trustees Minutes, Meeting #9 dated February 1, 2008.

(M) Yutrzenka (S) Chhun to approve the consent calendar.

Senator Alfonso delivered a report on the BOC meeting.

Senator LaVenter summarized the two Bylaws Committee meetings.

Ms. Hinckson reported on the Board of Elections minutes.

Vice President Montano outlined the USUBOT meeting.

Senator Denila inquired why the Senate had received the USUBOT minutes so late.

Vice President Montano explained that the Board only meetings once per month, and must approve the last meeting’s minutes before they can be forwarded to Senate.

Motion carries unanimously.
8.  
WAIVERS OF THE SENATE RULES/URGENT BUSINESS


There were none.

9.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. BA-2008-08: “Amendment to the USUBOT” – 3rd reading
Vice President Montano explained that the committee for the USUBOT had determined that extending voting rights to the Vice President of ASI was the best course of action to prevent a tie.

(M)  (S)  

Roll Call Vote
Senator Alfonso


Yes

Senator Blowers

Yes

Senator Bustamante

Absent

Senator Chhay


Yes

Senator Chhun


Yes

Senator Cordova

Yes

Senator Denila


Yes

Senator Gainer


Yes

Senator LaVenter

Yes

Senator Lim


Absent

Senator Lojeck


Yes

Senator Miller


Yes

Senator Preciado

Yes

Senator Swetland

Yes

Senator Talamayan

Yes

Senator Wang


Yes

Senator Wise


Yes

Senator Yutrzenka

Yes

Vice President Montano

Yes

VOTE ON THE MOTION




PASSES 17-0-0

B. BA-2008-09: “Amendment to Representatives of Campus Committee” – 3rd reading
(M) Yutrzenka (S) Cordova to approve BA-2008-09: “Amendment to Representatives of Campus Committee” as a third reading.

Roll Call Vote
Senator Alfonso


Yes

Senator Blowers

Yes

Senator Bustamante

Absent

Senator Chhay


Yes

Senator Chhun


Yes

Senator Cordova

Yes

Senator Denila


Yes

Senator Gainer


Yes

Senator LaVenter

Yes

Senator Lim


Absent

Senator Lojeck


Yes

Senator Miller


Yes

Senator Preciado

Yes

Senator Swetland

Yes

Senator Talamayan

Yes

Senator Wang


Yes

Senator Wise


Yes

Senator Yutrzenka

Yes

Vice President Montano

Yes

VOTE ON THE MOTION




PASSES 17-0-0
C. BA-2008-10: “Amendment to Campus Committee Appointments” – 3rd reading
(M) Yutrzenka (S) Talamayan to approve BA-2008-10: “Amendment to Campus Committee Appointments” as a third reading.

Roll Call Vote
Senator Alfonso


Yes

Senator Blowers

Yes

Senator Bustamante

Absent

Senator Chhay


Yes

Senator Chhun


Yes

Senator Cordova

Yes

Senator Denila


Yes

Senator Gainer


Yes

Senator LaVenter

Yes


Senator Lim


Absent

Senator Lojeck


Yes

Senator Miller


Yes

Senator Preciado

Yes

Senator Swetland

Yes

Senator Talamayan

Yes

Senator Wang


Yes

Senator Wise


Yes

Senator Yutrzenka

Yes

Vice President Montano

Yes

VOTE ON THE MOTION




PASSES 17-0-0
D. BA-2008-11: “Amendment to the Senate Office Hours” – 1st reading
Vice President Montano explained that the Amendment did not appear in this week’s packet because it had been postponed from last week.

Senator Yutrzenka introduced the amendment, stating that he had created it because some Senators were serving their office hours after the office was closed.  As a result, constituents could not access the Senators during these hours.  This amendment will lock in an allotted time for constituents to visit the Senators.

Senator Lojeck expressed his continued concern for working students who only arrive on campus after 5:00 pm.

Senator Yutrzenka advised that night students should make appointments with Senators if they wish to speak with them.  There is no direct access to the office after 5:00 pm, thus it’s not an appropriate time to be fulfilling office hours.

Vice President Montano clarified that if the Senators wish to get into the ASI Government Office, they can retrieve the key from the Maxson Center.  However, the office is still locked to students after hours.  She reiterated Senator Yutrzenka’s stipulation that night students are able to make appointments with Senators.

Mr. Haller, having once been a night student, stated his appreciation for Senator Lojeck’s concern.  He proposed a compromise that office hours should be scheduled between 7:00 am and 7:00 pm.

Senator Lojeck supported Mr. Haller’s compromise.

Senator Yutrzenka accepted Mr. Haller’s compromise, and stated that he would restructure the amendment to reflect the change.

(M) Alfonso (S) LaVenter to approve BA-2008-11: “Amendment to the Senate Office Hours” as a first reading.

Motion carries unanimously.
E. SR#2008-05: “Support of No Weapons on Campus” University Policy” – 3rd reading
(M) Preciado (S) Chhun

Senator Preciado, speaking to his motion, reminded the Senate that they had heard both the President and various students speak in favor of this resolution.  Senator Bustamante, though absent, had also expressed his support.  Senator Preciado accepted that some of the Senators disagreed with banning weapons on campus, but emphasized his belief that this resolution would have a positive effect, and urged the Senators to support it.

Senator Lojeck, stating he was playing devil’s advocate, advised the Senate that they could not, in good conscience, pass this resolution.  He stated that, though the resolution seeks to prohibit guns on campus, there are guns on every campus.  The resolution will only prevent law-abiding citizens from carrying guns on campus.  Secondly, he reasoned that by prohibiting guns on campus, the University will deprive the students of their ability to protect themselves.  Thus, the University will have to take on the responsibility of protecting the students, which it does not seem to be prepared for.  Senator Lojeck stated that for one day he had kept track of how many police officers he saw on campus.  Unfortunately, after an entire day spent on campus, he had not spotted any officers.  He reminded the Senators that during the Virginia Tech shooting the shooter had been able to wander the campus for two hours before killing himself.  Finally, the 56 shootings listed in the resolution stand as proof that prohibiting guns on campus does no good.

Senator Wang, in light of the sheer volume of the student population, asked how it would be possible to enforce the prohibition of weapons in the resolution.

Senator Chhay inquired of Senator Lojeck if he was suggesting that students take the law into their own hands.

Senator Lojeck explained that, though he does not own a weapon himself, he was familiar with the process of attaining a permit for a concealed weapon.  He explained that applicants are credited by the chief of police in the respective county.  He expressed his faith in individuals who have gone through this process.  He professed that he would like to know that “people on the side of right can defend themselves.”

Dr. Caveness expressed her appreciation for Senator Lojeck’s opinion.  While she agreed with his stance in some respects, she also supported the Senate in its passing of this resolution.  She told the Senate that she had met with a student who had carried a gun in her backpack.  Unfortunately, when the student had dropped her backpack, the gun when off and she was shot in the hip.  Dr. Caveness posited that the student’s wound serves as a painful reminder of that mistake.  She agreed that it is inevitable that some students will carry concealed weapons with them.  However, she indicated that she saw police officers on campus quite often.   While the law does not stop those who wish to carry a weapon, she asserted that it is important for citizens to agree to principles about having a safe campus, and building a campus ethos.  She speculated that the resolution will serve as a voice against violence on campus.  Dr. Cavness stated that, though she would like to learn how to handle a gun, she would never bring one to campus.  She accepted the risks, and expressed her belief that most of the students on campus are good people.

Dr. Burnett affirmed that the discussion taking place was healthy because it is important to hear all sides of the issue.  He indicated that the resolution has very little force behind it because the University cannot mandate anything by itself.  However, the resolution communicates ASI’s support for the current legislation.  Resolutions like this are passed routinely in Congress.   Dr. Burnett encouraged the Senate to support the resolution.

Senator Lojeck, furthering his opposition the resolution, stated that Knott’s Berry Farm allows carriage of concealed weapons.

Senator Cordova, as a former Knott’s Berry Farm employee, affirmed that it is easy to take weapons into Knott’s Berry Farm.  However, there is a strong set of procedures in place in case of an emergency that specifically aim to prevent patrons and employees from getting hurt.

Senator Miller respectfully reminded Senator Lojeck that even if the resolution is not passed, carriage of concealed weapons is still prohibited by California state law.

Senator Swetland suggested that the resolution should include information about the new emergency notification system in place.  The fact that the University is spending $100,000 on the new system affirms that the University is taking a stand for safety.  Senator Swetland stipulated that she had already signed up to receive emergency notifications.

Senator Preciado accepted Senator Swetland’s suggestion.

Senator Yutrzenka inquired if the amendment should be postponed.

(M) Cordova (S) LaVenter to postpone SR#2008-05: “Support of No Weapons on Campus” University Policy” as a third reading until the next meeting.

Senator Swetland suggested that the change could be made quickly during the meeting.  

Senator Gainer advocated postponing the amendment in light that he still wished the word “support” to be changed or clarified.  Senator Preciado indicated that Senator Gainer should have submitted an amendment to change the word “support.”  He also agreed with Senator Swetland that the Senate should quickly change the wording instead of postponing the resolution.

Senator Miller agreed that the resolution should be changed at the meeting.  She explained that there had already been plenty of time to modify the wording. 

Senator LaVenter advised that the resolution should be postponed if parts are going to be changed.  She argued that resolutions go through multiple readings for this reason.  She also stated that meeting time should not be spent modifying resolutions.

Senator Swetland indicted that she had only received the information regarding the emergency notification system the previous day, otherwise she would have suggested the change sooner.

Senator Cordova, echoing Senator LaVenter, stated that it was inappropriate to use meeting time to modify the resolution.

Senator LaVenter called the motion into question.

Roll Call Vote:

Senator Alfonso


No

Senator Blowers

Yes

Senator Bustamante

Absent

Senator Chhay


No

Senator Chhun


Yes

Senator Cordova

Yes

Senator Denila


No

Senator Gainer


Yes

Senator LaVenter

Yes

Senator Lim


Absent

Senator Lojeck


No

Senator Miller


No

Senator Preciado

No

Senator Swetland

No

Senator Talamayan

Yes

Senator Wang


Yes

Senator Wise


No

Senator Yutrzenka

Yes

Vice President Montano

No

VOTE ON THE MOTION




FAILS 8-9-0
(M) Swetland (S) Preciado to add “whereas the Associated Students support the CSULB emergency preparedness system in place for university officials to send email and/or text messages to all students.”

Senator LaVenter pointed out that the “whereas” should be a “resolve.”

Senator Gainer suggested that the word “support” be changed to “ASI would like to see a thorough implementation of that system.

Senator Sewetland accepted the suggestion and made the appropriate change in the wording.

Motion carries 16-0-1.
Vice President Montano clarified that the Senate must return to voting on the original motion to approve the resolution with the included changes.

Roll Call Vote:
Senator Alfonso


Yes

Senator Blowers

Yes

Senator Bustamante

Absent

Senator Chhay


Yes

Senator Chhun


Yes

Senator Cordova

Yes

Senator Denila


Yes

Senator Gainer


Yes

Senator LaVenter

Abstained

Senator Lim


Absent

Senator Lojeck


No

Senator Miller


Yes

Senator Preciado

Yes

Senator Swetland

Yes

Senator Talamayan

Yes

Senator Wang


Yes

Senator Wise


Yes

Senator Yutrzenka

Yes

Vice President Montano

Yes

VOTE ON THE MOTION




PASSES 15-1-1
F. SR#2008-06: “Resolution in Opposition to the Budget Cuts to Higher Education Proposed California Governor’s January 2008-2009 Budget” – 2nd reading
(M) Lojeck (S) Swetland to approve SR#2008-06: “Resolution in Opposition to the Budget Cuts to Higher Education Proposed California Governor’s January 2008-2009 Budget” as a second reading.

Senator Swetland called the Senate’s attention to the changes she had made to resolution based on the suggestions made at the previous meeting.  In the beginning of the resolution she added ASI’s mission statement, and in the third “whereas” she included the implications to the economy.  In the second resolve, she changed the term “fully fund” to “make higher education a top priority and increase funding to the CSU system.”

Mr. Haller suggested that instead of requesting additional funding, the resolution request that current funding be maintained.  In light of the current state of the economy, it would be virtually impossible for the state government to increase funding. 

Senator Swetland accepted the suggestion and made the appropriate change in the wording.

Senator Chhun pointed out that, in the last “whereas,” CCSA should be CCSA.

Motion carries unanimously.
10.
NEW BUSINESS
A. BA-2008-12: “Amendment to President’s Cabinet Secretary” – 1st reading
Vice President Montano clarified that the original President’s Cabinet Secretary amendment was sent to the Byalws Committee for revision.  Two of the secretary positions included in the amendment were eliminated before it came back to Senate as an amendment to approve a Secretary for Women’s Affairs.  The amendment before the Senate currently was new.

Senator LaVenter introduced the Amendment, explaining that it would add a Secretary for LGBTIQ Affairs to the President’s Cabinet.  The Senate heard students speak in favor of this position at previous meetings, and representatives from the LGBTIQ Resource Center attended the Bylaws Committee to help in the creation of this position.

(M) LaVenter (S) Miller to approve BA-2008-12: “Amendment to President’s Cabinet Secretary” as a first reading.  

Senator LaVenter, speaking to her motion, stated that everyone involved with LGBTIQ Affairs whom she had spoken with was very supportive of the amendment.  She acknowledged that there had been controversy with the Executive Branch, but the creation of these positions was supported by the students.  She asserted that  representation of marginalized groups on campus is becoming a common issue, and it is important to recognize their development and growth.

Senator Miller, also speaking to the motion, agreed with Senator LaVenter, stating that it is the job of the Senate to represent what the students want.

Senator Lojeck inquired what issues had prompted the students to come forward and ask for the creation of this position.   He recognized that it is the duty of the Senate to represent students, and suggested that maybe the problem lay with the Senate.

Vice President Montano, for the sake of the new Senators, explained the history behind the amendment.

Mr. Haller added that the student communities were not seeking representation so much as they wanted their issues addressed.

Motion carries unanimously.
B. SR#2008-07: “Open Lunch” – 1st reading
Senator Lojeck introduced the resolution, stating that in the College of Engineering classes are not scheduled between 12:00 and 1:00 pm on Mondays Wednesdays and Fridays as a means of allowing students time for lunch and extra curricular activities.  Unfortunately, other colleges do not share this policy.  He stated that he intended there to be a trial semester before the policy was fully implemented.  Senator Lojeck explained that the resolution was meant to encourage the Deans of other colleges to consider implementing an open lunch policy.  

(M) Cordova (S) Gainer

Senator Denila inquired which semester Senator Lojeck intended the policy to be tested.  Senator Lojeck replied that he would like to the policy as soon as possible, but indicated that he was unsure if the schedule for next semester was already solidified.

Senator Denila inquired if implementing this policy would compound the problem of budget cuts to make classes even more limited.  Senator Lojeck responded that that was why he wanted to have a semester to test the program.

Mr. Haller pointed out that during his time as a student the University had an open lunch policy that applied to all colleges that was called “activity hour.”  He emphasized that having this open hour resulted in a huge increase in student activity in organizations.  The policy was eliminated because Friday classes were being discouraged by the faculty.

Dr. Burnett explained that the similar policy that was denied last year only attempted to create a lunch hour on Mondays. He agreed that having an open hour would be very useful.  However, as for a trial semester, the schedules for next fall were already decided.  Additionally, when this policy was proposed last semester a lot of Senators indicated that students felt unfavorably toward it because it constrained their schedules.

Senator Miller inquired how such a policy would be feasible when many classes end at 12:15 or start at 12:30.  She speculated that it would disrupt the entire schedule.  Senator Lojeck agreed that it might upset the entire schedule, and stated that he meant this resolution to be a suggestion instead of a rule.

Senator Swetland inquired if this resolution, like the dead week resolution, would be forwarded to Academic Senate if approved.  Mr. Haller replied that it depended on the intention of the author of the resolution.  Since Senator Lojeck intended this resolution to be only an invitation to consider such a policy, it would most likely be forwarded to the Deans if approved.

Dr. Caveness suggested that, in order to receive feedback from the Deans, Senator Lojeck might consider adding a resolution asking the appropriate branch of the student government to institute an outreach effort.  

Dr. Burnett suggested that the faculty should also be consulted in this matter, since the Deans do not always represent the desires of the faculty.

Senator Blowers agreed with Dr. Caveness, advocating that the Senate must be proactive in contacting the Deans.

Senator Chhun, in light of extensive classes like labs, inquired if adding an open hour would interfere with students’ ability to schedule their classes.  Senator Lojeck indicated that he is able to schedule his classes without difficulty despite the open lunch hour.  Senator Gainer, on this note, stated that students at the College of Engineering have full schedules much like the rest of campus, and are still capable of scheduling their classes without a problem.

Senator Wang, as a design major, stated that the College of the Arts has an open hour implemented into the schedule because most classes run the length of three hours and forty-five minutes.  The open hour allows her to get lunch and catch up on last minute homework.  She pronounced that many design students would be grateful if this policy were implemented, but also acknowledged that many students would be disgruntled with an enforced break, especially since CSULB is largely a commuter school.

Senator Chhun stipulated that students determine their own schedule for a reason, and ASI should not interfere with that ability.  She arranges her classes according to her needs, and would be unhappy if an open hour interfered with her schedule.  Additionally, the University tends to work out class schedules far in advance, so it would be difficult to implement a test semester.

Senator Alfonso called the motion into question.

Motion carries.
11.
EXECUTIVE BUSINESS

A. PA-2008-28: Appointment for Elizabeth Spurbeck to be Government Training and Recruitment Officer
Ms. Elizabeth Spurbeck explained that she had been the Assistant Government Training and Recruitment Officer since the beginning of last semester, and when the need arose she started taking on the duties of the Government Training and Recruitment Officer.  She also spoke on behalf of Quyen Nguyen, who could not make it to the meeting.

(M) LaVenter (S) Miller to approve 

B. PA-2008-29: Appointment for Quyen Nguyen to be Assistant Government Training and Recruitment 


Officer
(M) LaVenter (S) Cordova to approve PA-2008-28: Appointment for Elizabeth Spurbeck to be Government Training and Recruitment Officer.

Motion carries unanimously.
12.
SPECIAL ORDER BUSINESS
A. Verbal Engagement with the President of Associated Students

President Andrews explained that he had not been able to prepare a presentation for the Senate because he had been out of the office due to sickness.  He touched upon the efforts to produce an HD station for KJazz, which was recently featured in an article in the Union.   He announced that contractors should be starting work on the lighting project this week.  He explained that the Executive Branch has been working together with the city in many matters.  He added that Catherine from City Affairs was invited to a Chief of Staff meeting.  This is a connection that the University has had before, and is important in building bridges with the community.

Mr. Haller, pointing out the fact that President Andrews had reached the final quarter of his term, inquired what three things the President wanted to accomplish before the end of his term.  President Andrews responded that he would like to see the project with Kjazz to completion.  He stated that he would also like to solidify working rules and structure for the Cabinet.  He explained that he had been working towards this with James Davis, and that they were providing the Cabinet with more direction, while still allowing it some flexibility.  Finally, he said that he would like to see the campus lighting project to completion, but was unsure of how feasible that was due to the City’s involvement.

Senator Blowers inquired where the new lights will be installed.  President Andrews indicated he was unsure of the exact locations, but knew that Bellflower Blvd. was the primary target.  Other locations might include Palo Verde and Atherton.

13.
VOLUNTARY CLOSING COMMENTS

Senator Gainer expressed his appreciation of the Senate’s dedication to the resolution regarding weapons on campus but expressed his hope that in the future the Senators will take his suggestions to heart instead of expecting him to send an amendment.  He acknowledged that there is a system in place, but asserted that resolutions must go through multiple readings in order for changes to be suggested.  He indicated that he supported the resolution, but had wished to see more specificity. He apologized for not sending an amendment, but advocated that the Senators should take an active stance in making changes to their resolutions. 

Senator Preciado indicated that he had made many changes to the resolution after the first two readings, and indicated that he was satisfied with the word “support,” thus he had not changed it.  He indicated to Senator Gainer that this is part of how the new Senators learn, and indicated that next time Senator Gainer wants to see something changed he should email his suggestions to the author of the amendment or the resolution.  Finally, he thanked the Senate for their support of the resolution.

Mr. Haller explained that the author of any resolution or amendment determines whether or not to accept the changes made by the Senators. If the author rejects it, the Senators can discuss it at the next meeting and try to persuade the author.

Senator Cordova announced that Senator LaVenter was selling tickets for $10.00 to Delta Sigma Pi’s annual Green Party at Khoury’s.

Senator Alfonso announced that Filipino culture night will be on Friday March 21, and all Senators are entitled to complimentary tickets.  He indicated that he would email the Senators about the event.

Senator LaVenter thanked the Senators who had helped the Bylaws Committee, along with Aunnie Ganier.  She reminded the Senators that writing amendments is a long and involved process, and encouraged the Senators to offer feedback.

Senator Swetland encouraged the Senators to sign up for Tuition Relief now in the effort to gather signatures for the petition.  She indicated that the Senators can sign up to petition for a limited amount of time, and indicated that the petition had gathered 10,000 signatures statewide.

Senator Blowers thanked Senator Swetland for walking the Senate through the changes she had made to the resolution opposing the Governor’s proposed budget.  He also indicated that the Meet the Industries Expo was successful with a turnout of over 350 students.  He thanked the Senators for their support.

Mr. Haller, in regards to the email sent out by the Chief of Staff, explained that he was quoted in the email, but that his quote had been taken out of context.  He emphasized that he did not take a position on the Presidential Cabinet Secretary Amendment, but indicated that the Senate was fulfilling its duty in representing the students.

Senator Chhay announced that Program Council was doing a screening for “Block Party 2” for free downstairs.

Dr. Caveness announced that on April 18th ABSOC will be co hosting a seminar called “Ethics and the Beach.”  The seminar is funded by AS, Boeing, and Target, and will be held fro 10:00 am to 12:00 pm in the Pyramid Annex including a lunch.  There will be an attorney speaking on ethics and email, along with students speaking about ethical dilemmas.  The event is not limited to business majors, and spots are being reserved for four programs to ensure representation across the board. She indicated that she would put flyers regarding the event in the Senators’ boxes by the end of the week.

14.
ADJOURNMENT


Without objection, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 5:08 pm.
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