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Senate Minutes, Meeting #23
February 28, 2007


ASSOCIATED STUDENTS

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

THE SENATE/BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES
Meeting #23
Wednesday, February 28, 2007 

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 3:32 p.m. by Vice-President Hironao Okahana.

Quorum Call
Tasharie Ameral

Not Present

Sean Miller
Not Present (Arr. 3:55)

Phillip Cendana

Not Present

George Del Hierro
Present
Gary Chen


Not Present

Guido D’Onofrio
Not Present (Arr. 3:50)

       Christopher Chavez

Present


Shelena McClinton 
Present
       Ashley Crowder

Present


Lucy Montano
Present
       James Davis

Not Present (Arr. 3:45)
Sharlene Risdon
Present
          Guido D’Onofrio

Present


Ashley Stanton
Present (Dep. 4:00 p.m.)
       Justin Todoroff

Present


Erin Swetland
Present
       Vice President Okahana
Present


Denise Wright
Present
Announcements from the Chair
Vice-President Okahana congratulated the Men’s Basketball Team for winning the western championship semi finals game.  He said that tomorrow night the team will be playing U.C. Irvine at the Pyramid and urged the Board to attend.  
He announced that the deadline for the upcoming CHESS conference is this Friday, March 2nd.  He yielded the floor to Phi Kappa Alpha members.

Mark Door is a consultant for the Phi Kappa Alpha fraternity and stated that they are starting a new charter at CSULB.  They want to change the negative stereotypes of fraternities on campus.  He thanked the Senate for their time.
Vice President Okahana concluded that today is the last day to vote on the Recreation Center Referendum.  
Approval of the Minutes from the Last Meeting
M/S  Chavez/Todoroff to approve the minutes from last week.

The motion carried by voice vote.

Consent Calendar/Reports
Approval of Minutes from Subsidiary Boards

1) Board of Control Minutes, Meeting #23 dated February 20, 2007
M/S: Swetland/Cedana to approve the minutes for the Board of Control.
Senator McClinton said that matters from the Board from this week will be visited again next week.

The motion carried by voice vote.

Receipt of Minutes, Reports and Communications

1)  President’s Report
2) Vice President’s Report

3) Treasurer’s Report
4) Executive Director’s Report

M/S: Swetland/Cedana to accept the above reports.
The motion carried by voice vote.

    Written Motion
BOD-2007-53 Rule Motion to provide Election of Senator-at-Large
Vice President stated they were two applicants Raul Preciado and Karisha Walker made the motion and turned the Senate into the Committee-of-the-Whole.  He said afterwards the Senate will return to normal business and have a general debate.  Then there will be a ‘yes or ‘no’ vote and the one who receives the majority will be confirmed.
M/S  Okahana/Chavez
The motion carried by voice vote.

Both candidates were instructed to make opening statements followed by questions from the Board.

Mr. Raul Preciado said that he was appointed as Asst. to the Government Affairs cabinet member.  He said he is running for Senator of Liberal Arts for 2007-2008 and would like to get experience now as a senator at large.

Ms. Karisha Walker said she is a fourth year senior and plans to apply to the master’s program for public administration.  Currently, she is working on campus in University Outreach.  

Senator De Hierro asked how they will make their presence known on campus.  Ms. Walker said she is not a shy person and that she has no problem speaking with people.  Mr. Preciado said he was student body president at his high school which has given him the experience of talking to anyone in any setting about anything.

Senator Del Hierro said he expects the candidate to attend different meetings and events that clubs have on campus and asked about their availability.  Mr. Preciado said he is available in between classes on most days to attend club meetings.  Ms. Walker said that she is on campus daily and is available Monday thru Friday after 3:30.

Senator Davis said this job required a lot of interaction so he asked them to describe their current interaction with the student body.  Ms. Walker said her goal is to be open- minded.  She restated her past doing outreach so she is good with communication.  Mr. Preciado said he does not have a lot of organizational involvement on campus yet but he talks to people in the campus and that he has been involved in intramural soccer.

Senator McClinton said that a student leadership is a twofold issue and asked how they would best describe getting issues across to faculty from students.  Mr. Preciado said the only way one can do that is to go out and tell them how they feel and what they know from their student constituents. Ms. Walker said that speaking to students on campus, going to representatives and being straight forward but respectful is the best way.

Senator Chavez congratulated both for running and asked for both to stay involved with AS.  He asked what brought them towards the legislative side of government since most students find it boring and uninteresting.  Ms. Walker said that students complain about policy decisions but do not voice their complaints.  So she wants to be involved in the decision-making process.  She said her ambition to join the Master’s program is part of it since she feels she will gain experience here.  Mr. Preciado said that being a student body president in the high school meant staying after school with faculty.  He said he learned that it is just one person who is the voice of students.
Senator Stanton asked about their strengths and weaknesses.  Mr. Preciado said that his greatest strength is to be able to work with anyone.  He said his greatest weakness is that when someone is difficult to work with he may lose patience.  Ms. Walker said her greatest strength is communication and is comfortable speaking with everyone.  She said her greatest weakness was working with high school students and trying to do too much.  

Senator Crowder asked what their greatest challenge has been in leadership and work experience.  Ms. Walker said she supervised other academic tutors and her greatest challenge was supervising them since she was supervising her peers.  Mr. Preciado said that he was one of the leading students in a partnership program in three areas.  He said he saw great opportunities but students did not take advantage of them.  For him it was challenging to get them interested in these opportunities.
Senator Miller asked them to tell them about a time they were overwhelmed by school and other priorities and how they handled that situation.  Mr. Preciado said there was one time in which he had to speak at a press conference in high school.  He said he had to talk to parents, fellow students, and others which was difficult since he was a junior.  But he managed to do a good job.  Ms. Walker said hers was a college experience.  It was because she did not realize that she would not graduate in four years by taking 12 units per semester.  So she had to let go of some of her responsibilities and focus on school and take more units.

Senator D’Onofrio said one thing he looks for is character.  He asked if they could name a quote or a person that illustrates their character.  Ms. Walker said hers is “success is the best revenge.”  Mr. Preciado said he is a fan of Winston Churchill and quotes “Success is not final.  Failure is not fatal.”  
In closing, Mr. Preciado thanked the Senate for giving him the opportunity to answer their questions.  He said that he is excited about the prospect of being involved on campus.  Ms. Walker also thanked the Senate for giving her the opportunity.  She said she was involved in high school and was excited to be helping out on campus.  She said she is responsible and available to do the job.

M/S: Vice President Okahana/Chavez to elect Mr. Preciado as Senator-at-Large.

M/S: Vice President Okahana/Chavez to elect Ms. Walker as Senator-at-Large.

There was a ten minute debate.
Senator Del Hierro said there is a lot of leadership potential in both of them.  He said Mr. Preciado’s resume makes a strong impression and convinced him that he is the right person for the job.  
He is confident that he will stay with A.S.I. and supports him.  At the same time, he added that Ms. Walker is a great candidate as well.

Senator Davis said that it is very hard for him as well.  He said it is amazing that two great candidates applied for this position.  He said he could see both of them doing a great job and encouraged both to stay involved.  He said the person he would place his support for is a person who has been on the campus longer, Ms. Walker.
Senator Swetland also said that she believes both are great candidates.  She said she is supporting Mr. Preciado and that he has great potential.  Senator Crowder said it takes all the senators a while to get used to the Senate so she supported Mr. Preciado as well.
Senator Chavez said there is something special about people coming up at the end of a term to join AS.  He said he has full confidence that whoever is appointed will be a great addition this year.  He said he supports Mr. Preciado because there needs to be young blood in A.S.I. and hopes that both people get involved.  He wished them both success.

Senator Risdon asked Ms. Walker if she is interested in continuing in student government as a graduate student at Cal State Long Beach.  Ms. Walker said yes.  
Vice President Okahana laid out procedures for the Senate on how voting will occur.  
There was a brief recess to count ballots.

On the motion to elect Mr. Preciado: 
Tasharie Ameral
Not Present

Sean Miller
Yea
    
Phillip Cendana
Not Present

George Del Hierro
Yea
Gary Chen

Not Present

Guido D’Onofrio
Yea
       Christopher Chavez
Yea


Shelena McClinton 
Yea
       Ashley Crowder
Yea


Lucy Montano
Yea
       James Davis

Nay


Sharlene Risdon
Yea
          Guido D’Onofrio
Yea


Ashley Stanton
Yea 
       Justin Todoroff

Yea


Erin Swetland
Yea
       Vice President Okahana
Yea


Denise Wright
Not Present
Vote:
Yea: 12  No: 1.  
The motion carried.
On the motion to elect Ms. Walker:
Tasharie Ameral

Not Present

Sean Miller
Nay
    
Phillip Cendana

Not Present

George Del Hierro
Present

Gary Chen


Not Present

Guido D’Onofrio
Nay
       Christopher Chavez

Present


Shelena McClinton 
Present

       Ashley Crowder

Nay


Lucy Montano
Present

       James Davis


Yea


Sharlene Risdon
Present

          Guido D’Onofrio

Present


Ashley Stanton
Present (Dep. 4:00 p.m.)

       Justin Todoroff





Erin Swetland
Present

       Vice President Okahana

Present


Denise Wright
Not Present
Yea: 1  No: 2  Abstentions: 10

The motion failed.

The Board congratulated Mr. Preciado on his win as Senator at Large.
Executive Director Haller informed Ms. Walker that if she is interested to pursue an internship with A.S.I. for her graduate program to see him.
Third Reading File/Action Items

There were none.

Executive Business/Motion to Confirm

PA#2007-24 Appointment of Lavina Mirchandani to be Associate Justice– designation A.
Ms. Mirchandani said she is a senior and majoring in business management.  She is excited at the prospect of joining Associated Students.  Senator Chavez inquired how many semesters she has left.  Ms. Mirchandani replied she had two semesters left.

The motion carried by voice vote.

PA#2007-25 Appointment of Sandra Olmedo to be President’s Chief of Staff

Ms. Olmedo is majoring in Kinesiology.  She is highly involved on campus, has vast experience in many organizations and has a lot of “Beach Pride.”  

M/S 
Senator Todoroff / McClinton

Senator Todoroff said she’d be a great candidate to work on the President’s cabinet.  Senator McClinton said she has drive and initiative and will serve students well.

The motion carried by voice vote.

Second Reading File/Discussion Items
There were none.


    First Reading File/Introduction of New Legislation

S. Res. #2007-11 “Legislative Position”

Vice President Okahana said the legislation is in the form it is now since there will be a three week recess during the election season.  Therefore, when the Senate resumes it will reflect the legislative position.  

M/S

 Vice President Okahana/Todoroff

The Vice President said without objection it will be moved to Governmental Affairs.  
Senator Todoroff asked if it will be counted as a second reading.  Vice President Okahana said it would not.

S. Res. #2007-12 “Relative to CSU Budget”
Vice President Okahana again pointed out that it was purely a draft.  He said the point is for the legislature to place more money in higher education and the CSU Trustees to maintain the current student fee level.  

M/S

 Vice President Okahana/Todoroff

Without objection the resolution was read once and moved to Government Affairs.
Special Order Business
Urgent Questions to the Executive Officers of the Associated Students
There were none.
Senator Lucy Montano to be recognized for 15 minutes
Senator Montano said she made a survey for Dead Week to see whether or not students would use it for study period because it was her job to see what students thought.  She said she surveyed 268 people and distributed the results as well as questions asked.  Overall, 250 people would utilize Dead Week and 20 people said they would not.  She said the survey showed that most people study a week before their final and only two people studied the day of their final.  There are still a few people who study the day before.  She said senators could review the survey and if they have any questions to ask her.

Senator Todoroff said being a male and talking to his fellow senators is that the only change would see is that the day before is when most people would do so.  He thanked Senator Montano for her hard work.  Senator Montano said she noticed in the survey that men said ‘no’ they would not utilize the study period time.

Senator Chavez said he was impressed that Senator Montano did research.  He asked if she thought that it would benefit her college.  Senator Montano responded that it would since they were women and they did study.  

Senator Risdon said something to keep in mind is that she is unsure that people will utilize this.  She said she felt it was the Senate’s job is to encourage the student body.  She felt that students should be given the opportunity to utilize a study period.  Then she asked if it would help to conduct the same survey with the college of business.  Senator Montano supported that idea.

Dr. Burnett asked if Senator Montano broke it out between his class and the other classes.  Senator Montano said yes.  

Senator Del Hierro said he is doing research for the Student Health Center.  He added that with the help of the campus survey specialist Mr. Novak, he uses various topics and conducts random surveys of the population via e mails and paper surveys.  He asked Executive Director Haller if the Senate could do that.  Executive Director Haller said yes it is possible to do so.  Senator Del Hierro said he will follow up after the meeting.  

Vice President Okahana said that if there is anything a senator would like to discuss at the meeting this is the way to do so.  The only thing he could not do is put it at the beginning of the meeting.  Also if there is more information he could also receive it in writing.  He said that as long as the A.S. Senate list serve is being strictly used for updates or Senate business, please utilize it.
Senator Chavez asked if there was an update on Elections.    Vice-President Okahana said that pending eligibility clearance; there were forty six applicants to all positions.  The Senate should be able to see the final list of candidates by tomorrow morning.  The Board set dates for the Executive Debate for March 14 and the Meet and Greet on March 13 and 14.  All dates will be announced at the candidates meeting on Thursday and Friday of this week.  There will be an open mic period for candidates to talk about their candidacy.  If there should be anyone who is not running for office who had ideas he is open for debate questions.  The polling locations are now nine instead of seven so he needs help recruiting poll workers.  He asked for people to get out the vote for their candidates.  He will make an effort to go out to speak to student organizations and encourage everyone to vote.  
Senator Miller asked if there was a guarantee that one could be assigned to one a specific polling location.  Government Advisor Hinckson said no.

Dr. Burnett inquired about people being paid to work.  Executive Director Haller said yes they will be paid eight dollars an hour to work the polls.
Questions to the Treasurer of the Associated Students – Time Certain at 4:00 pm
Treasurer Tinoco said the Board of Control passed a policy on student organizations.  
This was in response to a proposal submitted by Senator Todoroff in regards to how the Board of Control funds are divided.  The Board reviewed the policy which makes it transparent where funds are coming from. She was unable to talk with the College of Engineering or Arts but attended the other 5 college council meetings.  She said their main concern is that they would be willing to abide by rules, however, they want consistency and to know information in advance.  She said she felt it would have a positive impact on their knowledge of how the process goes forward.

In regards to grant applications, grants will be awarded based on past usage levels.  She said that rollbacks are a big concern, since there was approximately $20,000 that came back to the Board of Control that organizations were unable to use.  She said this was good for the corporation, but not for student life.  For the College Council Application process, there will be a change from past practices whereby funds will be distributed again based on usage of past funds.  Therefore, instead of fifty –fifty division of funding, the Board will explore a legacy designation which involves events that occur annually.  Extra points will be given to those events in the evaluation process.  

Treasurer Tinocco reported that the Treasurer’s Survey has been compiled and will be presented to the Board of Control by next week. 

She said the financial statements can be viewed by the Senate.  She said ratios are stricter calculations and pointed out that the Program ratios have been improving.  
She said she was disappointed to see that there was not a lot of student representation at a recent event.  The last item is that there will be a 49er Shops Board of Directors meeting on March 9th so if there are concerns to let her know.  Lastly, she stated that the Board of Control is hosting a Scholarship Reception for the Fall winners tomorrow 3/1/07 in the Chartroom from 6-8pm.

Senator Chavez asked who sets the charge amount for the fringe benefit ratio.  Treasurer Tinoco said that she gets the ratios from non profit organizations.  The calculation is the full time benefit as opposed to full time ratio.  Full time benefit is the one that is going up.  She said that the A.S.I. has to be comparable to what it pays its employees.

Senator Todoroff asked why Repair and Maintenance was allocated $42,000 on the financial statement.  Treasurer Tinoco said that it was meant to take place in one accounting period and carried over to another.  Executive Director Haller said that this was only for Associated Students due to the Child Development Center projects.  
Senator Todoroff added that his concern with organizations being given extra points is that it could conflict with other legacy events.  Treasurer Tinoco said student organizations events off campus would also qualify as legacy events.  Senator Todoroff said she did a good job on the research and did not expect the level of research done so it was pleasing to him to see the amount of work done.
Questions to the President of the Associated Students – Time Certain at 4:15 pm
President Mistry thanked the Senate for attending the recent conference on Academic Excellence.  She thanked Vice President Okahana for attending the AB 302 press conference.  She said it was a huge success.

She also said that Homecoming pep rally was a huge success.  The pyramid seats were completely filled and DJ Quik was impressed with the campus.

Regarding campus security, she said she met with President Alexander.  She said there will be more police during the night time and that President Alexander plans to increase time of the escort service.  She said that Cal State Long Beach is working with the city to increase lighting on Bellflower Blvd.

She thanked the Senate for confirming Ms. Olmedo, her new Chief of Staff who will be a great addition to her cabinet.  

Senator Todoroff stated that Chief Justice Joseph Edwards is frustrated and has sent the Board a memo indicating the lack of judicial appointments, and asked what the President is doing to get more judicial appointments.  President Mistry replied that there are more people applying and appointments should be taken care of soon.
Senator Del Hierro asked for a definition of climate neutral.  President Mistry said “climate neutral” consists of saving energy and engaging in non-polluting practices.  It involves the campus pledging to be climate neutral in three years.

Senator Del Hierro asked about what she said that in regards to faculty wanting two to three students for each group for Access to Excellence.  President Mistry said she meant at least two to three.  
Senator Davis said he was talking with Senator Del Hierro and that it did not appear there were many student opinions being brought forth.  He said he felt that it seemed it was a majority faculty standpoint. He said that there is better student participation than in other CSUs but that he felt Cal State Long Beach could do better.  
Senator Chavez asked how soon she expected to have the Judiciary appointments.  She said that the Judiciary now has quorum and they can begin meeting as of next week and she will do her best to have appointments made by next week.

Senator Todoroff said these justices have to be trained on some level and if the Judiciary isn’t meeting that there could be a problem.  Vice President Okahana said that he felt the Senate did not exercise oversight authority until today.  So this is a lesson learned today for both branches of government.
Public Comments

Government Advisor Hinckson stated that applications are due this Friday for the Human Relations Summit.  She strongly encouraged senators to get their constituents involved.  She added that it is an awesome conference and students gain a lot of experience and exposure to issues related to race and ethnicity.
    Adjournment Debate


Senator Todoroff said he has been doing a lot of thinking about his personal life and has decided to not run for office because his heart is not in it.  He has also decided to retire from Associated Students after four years.  He received a job offer recently; therefore he is resigning from the A.S.I. Board of Directors effective immediately.
Senator Chavez thanked Senator Todoroff for his service and wished him well.  He congratulated the baseball team for last week’s game which they won 4 to 1.  Secondly, he read a statement from Recording Secretary Andrew Brooks saying he that he intends to not endorse anyone for office in order to avoid any possibility of a conflict of interests should he remain in his current position.  He also stated that he hoped that elections would be conducted in a civil manner consistent with the status of the university.
Senator Del Hierro said the pep rally was amazing.  He said he was impressed that the campus safety act is going forward and that to update everyone he has been meeting with Mr. Novak.  He reported that he attended Academics for Excellence Conference on Friday and emphasized how valuable the presence of the Senate was at this meeting.  He said that he felt that student concerns were being overlooked.  

Senator Crowder reminded everyone about the upcoming MIE Expo.  
Senator Montano said that her experience at the Academics for Excellence Conference was positive and felt it was all about students.  A lot of the time she was asked what students had to say.
Vice President Okahana said that Academics for Excellence Conference were heavily engaged with students.  He said that it is not an easy thing to go in one event and expect the faculty to take them completely seriously.  For him, it took a while to establish a voice on a committee.  He said it is not something to establish in one meeting.  He asked for elections to remain clean.  He said that he will make a public statement if there is anything done that is unethical or has no basis in fact.

He said if there are any events the senate wants to attend, to let him know.  It is on a first come first serve basis.  He said that Senator Todoroff served last year and this semester as a senator and previously as a Justice of the Associated Students Judiciary.  He and Mr. Todoroff had not agreed on everything but they had encountered common ground on some issues.  He said there needs to be those critical eyes in the Senate to remind the Senate of what they should be doing to make it a better organization.   He wished Senator Todoroff the best of luck.
The Senate was adjourned at 5:49 p.m.
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