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Berens vs,., Blections Commission

Opinion of the Court

It is the unanimous opinion of the A.38. Judiclary

that the gullty party In this setlon is wi thout question
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the Elections Commission. The Hlections Commission
comnltted the following:

ls Acecepted either of two or both existing valid
student body cards. A valid white student body
card was lgsued during pre-registration.provided
the fees were pald at that timey A #eesnd valid
pink student body card was issued to students
who applied for deferred payments during pre-
regigtration. The student who did not pay deferred
fees by the deadline had to re-register,at which
time he recelived a white student body card. The
Elections Commission made no effort to distinguish
between the white and pink cards meaning that
several students may have voted twice.

2« The Commission also did not verify that the
signatures that appeared on the reglster matched
the one on the student body card. The Court can
can only conclude that there 1s no way to determine
how many students voted more than once.

3. In addition, according to the Elections Commissicner's
own testimony, there were thirty (30) more signatures
than ballots. In short, thirty ballots were
unaccounted for.

Congidering the above facts it is inconceivable to us of

the A.S. Judiciary how the Elections Commission could run

o The Court feels

a valid election for these Senste seats
1 solution to this

that the most logiczl and practica
problem is for the A.S. Senate- as duly elected representatives
f the student body- to f111 the three vacancies as directed

in the deeision,
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"In an sra when faith or trust in government is
on the decline, it is imperative thst this trust be
strengthened on the very loca’l level. Reinforcement
of this trust in this government can best be accomplished
by the self-enforcemend which can be performed by this
judicial body. For the best credentials of a government
is its ability to correct the mistakes of one of its
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sgencles by the governing body itselfef

In the future the A.3, Judiciary recommends that the
Blections Commission realize that the electhons are the
most vital link between the people and their government.
The Commiseion should see to it that any violations and
irresponsible actions will not be tolerated by the A.S.

Judiciary or the student body it represents.

Don Smith, Agsociate Justice
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Larry Whilhelms, Associate Justice
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