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Over the course of the month of June I will conduct research on Bernardo Rosselli’s painting The Triumph of Alexander the Great.  This painting is part of the collection of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, where I am presently working in the Decorative Arts and Design Department.  The above mentioned painting is on a panel that was originally part of a cassone, or marriage chest.  Such chests were used as traditional betrothal gifts in Renaissance Florence.  These elaborate chests were at once functional, decorative and didactic in purpose.  Today their original meaning has been lost in contemporary context, for so many have been taken apart, and broken down, so that only the painted panels are displayed in museums.  I intend to research not only the physical painting itself, but also the context in which it was originally utilized.  So much more than framed paintings on a gallery wall, such cassoni panels reveal insight into the social fabric of Renaissance Italy. 


It is only until recently that significant research has been devoted to cassoni.  Three significant texts were published this year in relation to marriage and family and the role of cassoni in the Renaissance. In view of this recent scholarship, I feel it is necessary for the LACMA panel to be properly researched and analyzed.  








Under the guidance of Dr. XXX, I will conduct research throughout the month of June on the Bernardo Rosselli cassone panel painting at LACMA.  The goal of this research is to produce an article for a scholarly journal.  The subject of cassone painting has become more popular in the last few years, as the Metropolitan Museum of Art put on a large exhibition entitled Art and Love in Renaissance Italy, in which cassoni panels were displayed prominently; I plan on using the accompanying catalogue in my research.  The particular cassone panel that I am focusing on at LACMA has just returned from an exhibition at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum entitled The Triumph of Marriage: Painted Cassoni of the Renaissance.  The LACMA painting was one of many in the exhibition, and it would behoove our local museum to conduct extensive research on this particular work.  Dr. XXX and I will meet once a week to review my research and discuss its progress.  I have known Dr. XXX since 2002, when I began my studies as an undergraduate art history student at CSULB.  After graduating in 2004, I remained in contact with Dr. XXX and it was because of her that I decided to return to CSULB as a graduate student.  I firmly believe that our strong rapport has helped and will continue to help my progress as a graduate student.








XXXXXX and I anticipate weekly meetings during the month of June, either on-campus or at other venues (such as at the museum), and more frequent contact via e-mail or by phone.  XXXX is an excellent student, capable of conducting art historical research on a sophisticated and professional level.  While I anticipate work of the highest quality of from her, and I know she is already familiar with the current bibliography on her project, my role as advisor and mentor will be to guide her to additional sources, to help her organize her information, to review her conclusions, and to suggest editorial changes on the draft of her article.  Since I have considerable experience publishing articles in art historical journals, I anticipate that my support for XXXXXX will extend well beyond the stipend period; I will continue to offer any advice I can during the process of submission, revision and ultimate publication, as this can be a prolonged process.











This stipend would allow XXXXXX to concentrate more intently on pursuing art historical research, as she is currently working in a demanding position as a curatorial assistant in the Decorative Arts division of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.  As she has already explained, XXXXXX’s project involves in-depth research on the subject, style and function of an Italian Renaissance “cassone” panel, or a long, rectangular painting made as decoration for a particular piece of furniture—a chest made to hold a bride’s trousseau.  These specialized chests would be specifically crafted for the weddings of wealthy families, and they were frequently decorated with paintings by leading artists, often with distinctive narratives or allegorical subjects that commented on marital virtues.  The works of this type in LACMA’s collection have not been closely studied; therefore, XXXXXX’s project will be of great value both for the museum, and for the growing numbers of scholars who are currently focusing on such domestic objects.  A published article on the Rosselli panel will also be of great benefit for XXXXX’s career, especially as she plans to apply to Ph.D. programs after completing her M.A.  











