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This summer I plan to travel to Peru in which to complete original research for my Master’s Thesis on the intersection of power and gender in the colonial period. I will analyze rarely studied manuscripts located in archives. I also plan to visit several art and historical museums whose collections are unpublished. I will be investigating the methods in which power was symbolically represented through the visual nature of women’s experiences. To complete this research I will study the methods in which the female body is depicted in the colonial documents and pieces of art I will encounter on this trip.  I will analyze these depictions in relation to three distinct divisions of the colonial period (Early, Middle, and Late) in order to study their change through time. Finally I will demonstrate the manner these depictions formed a basis for colonial power in Peru. Through the close mentorship of my thesis advisor Dr. Emily Berquist, I am well prepared to visit to Peruvian archives and museums. I have practiced with paleography which is the art of reading the old-fashioned handwrititing and language of colonial period documents and am fluent in Spanish. I also have been mentored in the effective use of archives and have closely analyzed their holdings. 





The Mark of Gender will research the descriptors of physical anatomy, dress, adornment, hairstyle, and roles of women in social performance found in the written manuscripts archived in Lima and Cuzco, and through colonial paintings located in the cities’ museums. I have determined that I will spend July 21 to August 15 in Lima visiting the archives of the Archivo Histórico Nacional and Biblioteca Nacional del Perú viewing their holdings of inquisitional records and audiencia criminal and civil cases found in the Real Audiencia division of the Sección Histórico in each archive. I also will visit the Museo de la Nación and Museo Nacional de Antropología, Arqueología e Historia located in Lima. I will travel to Cuzco from August 16 to September 1 to complete the final phase of my research at the Cuzco INC Regional Historical Museum, Museum of the Archbishop of Cuzco, and the Museo Arqueológico. While at the Lima and Cuzco museums I will be viewing portraits of Inca princesses and Spanish women, as well as paintings of religious processionals that contain images of women. This proposed course of study is critical to the completion of my Master’s Thesis.  Throughout this investigative process, I will be in weekly contact with Dr. Berquist concerning my findings through e-mail or phone. Furthermore, upon my return, Dr. Berquist will provide guidance on my analysis of the sources I encounter through this investigation.














