From OLAW

Guidance on Use of Telecommunications for IACUC Meetings 
The traditional convened meeting, physically attended by IACUC members, provides the optimal forum in which to conduct full committee review of proposals and consider potential suspensions. Introduction and integration of new members to the Committee is also most effectively accomplished during physically-convened meetings. However, OLAW recognizes that some forms of telecommunications facilitate the conduct of business, reduce regulatory burden, are standard practice in many forums, and enhance flexibility without compromising the quality of deliberation and interaction. The IACUC chairperson, as the appointed leader of the committee, bears some responsibility for holding committee meetings in a manner that encourages participation and facilitates interaction among members. 

Methods of telecommunications (e.g., telephone or video conferencing) are acceptable for the conduct of official IACUC business requiring a quorum, provided the following criteria are met: 

· All members are given notice of the meeting. 

· Documents normally provided to members during a physically-convened meeting are provided to all members in advance of the meeting. 

· All members have access to the documents and the technology necessary to fully participate. 

· A quorum of voting members is convened when required by PHS Policy. 

· The forum allows for real time verbal interaction equivalent to that occurring in a physically-convened meeting (i.e., members can actively and equally participate and there is simultaneous communication). 

· If a vote is called for, the vote occurs during the meeting and is taken in a manner that ensures an accurate count of the vote. A mail ballot or individual telephone polling cannot substitute for a convened meeting. 

· Opinions of absent members that are transmitted by mail, telephone, fax or e-mail may be considered by the convened IACUC members but may not be counted as votes or considered as part of the quorum. 

· Written minutes of the meeting are maintained in accord with the PHS Policy, IV.E.1.b. 

The USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Animal Care, which is responsible for the USDA Animal Welfare Regulations that contain identical provisions regarding convened IACUC meetings, concurs with this Notice and will publish consistent guidance in its Research Facility Inspection Guide. 

