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Sustainability readings for Academic Senate Retreat

Primary sites:

Definition of “sustainability.”  The 1987 United Nations resolution (“Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development”) defines “sustainable development” as “meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” – http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/42/ares42-187.htm

The Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) is a good starting point, with a wealth of materials on many aspects of campus sustainability, including perspectives of administrators and staff who are implementing sustainability policies.  http://www.aashe.org/index.php
Additional readings/sites:

The American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment (ACUPCC), a project of AASHE, commits signatory institutions (currently 578) to take strong actions in fighting global warming.  http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org

The United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) comprehensively evaluates and summarizes the scientific understanding of global warming.  The most accessible document for non-specialists (most of us) is Climate Change 2007 – “Summary for Policymakers” at http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ar4/syr/ar4_syr_spm.pdf .  The IPCC homepage is http://www.ipcc.ch/

The National Wildlife Foundation’s Campus Ecology project addresses both sustainability and global warming actions in higher education - http://www.nwf.org/campusecology/index.cfm .  Two of its publications are:
Campus Environment 2008: A National Report Card on Sustainability in Higher Education: Trends and New Developments in College and University Leadership, Academics and Operations, National Wildlife Foundation.
Guide to Climate Action Planning: Pathways to a Low-Carbon Campus by David J. Eagan, Terry Calhoun, Justin Schott and Praween Dayananda
Local Governments.  U.S. Conference of Mayors Climate Protection Agreement – Long Beach & LA are members – http://www.usmayors.org/climateprotection/agreement.htm. 
Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI, formerly, “International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives”) – http://www.iclei.org/

