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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY
Upper-Division General Education and Degree Completion

Presentation By

Ephraim P. Smith
Executive Vice Chancellor 
and Chief Academic Officer

Christine Mallon

Assistant Vice Chancellor

Academic Programs and Faculty Development

Summary

Following consultation with the Academic Senate, California State University (ASCSU), this amended item modifies the strategy for accomplishing a streamlining of bachelor’s degrees. The senate has indicated its commitment to working with the CSU administration and campus senates to achieve the goal of providing high-quality, rigorous baccalaureate degree programs that require no more than 120 semester units or 180 quarter units wherever possible and without compromising accreditation, licensure, or professional requirements.
In July 2000, the trustees adopted Title 5 section 40508, which reduced the minimum number of units required to complete new bachelor’s degrees to 120 semester units and 180 quarter units. Campuses are required to review degree programs regularly and to report annually to the board, justifying baccalaureate programs that remain above 120/180 units. By 2008, campuses reported that 80 percent of degree programs required no more than 120/180 units. In the years since then, we have seen only a one percentage point improvement, with 81 percent of programs not exceeding the minimum this year. Majors requiring more than the minimum number of units reportedly cannot reduce further because of professional accreditation requirements, pressure from advisory boards and input from employers. 
As there has been insignificant improvement over the past four years (and even higher unit counts in years 2009, 2010, and 2011), it is proposed that Title 5 regulations be revised to require, wherever feasible, all four-year bachelor’s degree programs to require no more than 120 semester units or 180 units to complete. This would shift the focus from the minimum number of units required for the degree to establishing also a maximum number of units allowed for the degree. Defined by their own Title 5 sections, the bachelor of architecture degree and bachelor of landscape architecture degree, the system’s only five-year degrees programs, would still require a minimum of 120 semester (180 quarter) units each, and 150 semester (225 quarter) units would be the maximum allowed. Also defined in a separate Title 5 section, the bachelor of fine arts and bachelor of music degree programs would continue the 120 semester unit minimum and would carry a maximum of 132 semester (198 quarter) units. A campus may request a chancellor’s exception to the maximum of 120/180 unit limit because of requirements for professional accreditation, licensure/professional preparation requirements, or similar externally imposed standards; and the chancellor may impose exceptions to degree requirements to achieve the identified maxima for degree programs.
It will be the responsibility of the campus faculty to decide on and adopt strategies that will allow four-year bachelor’s programs to be completed with no more than 120 semester units and 180 quarter units, wherever feasible. Reducing the total number of units required at graduation could be accomplished in a number of ways: by reducing the number of units required in the major; campus-specific requirements; or systemwide general education (GE) requirements. Itemized degree requirements included in the minimum-unit calculations shall include required prerequisites, co-requisites, and credit-bearing campus-specific graduation requirements. The academic senate and Chancellor’s Office administration will jointly develop a guidance document that will serve as “tool box” of existing policies and various curriculum planning strategies that can be incorporated into the process of reviewing and modifying degree requirements. An executive order will be issued to implement the procedures presented in this item.
Currently, 508 CSU degree offerings require more than 120 semester units (180 quarter units). By reducing the units to 120/180, students in these 508 degree programs would pay for fewer semester units or quarter units, would be less likely to be assessed the proposed Third-Tier Tuition Fees (if that policy is adopted), and would reduce their total units at graduation. Reducing to 120/180 units could lower student debt levels and reduce student reliance on financial aid. Shortening the time to degree is especially valuable for students entering the CSU with required remediation work ahead of them, as those students are already obligated to take more courses than are their college-ready counterparts.
Reducing the total units required will result in increased student access, even during the budget crisis. With fewer units required in 508 degree programs, the CSU could provide access for new students who have been waiting to enter the university as freshmen or community college transfers. Degree-completion SB 1440 pathways will increase in number. 
In all, the faculty and administration see this effort as a mandate to improve graduation rates, protect academic quality, and support student efforts to obtain an affordable education.
The proposed timeline for reducing unit requirements to 120/180 units is as follows:

Degrees and Concentrations Requiring 121-129 Units (288 programs)

January 2013
Campuses shall submit program-by-program confirmations that each combination of degree and concentration will be reduced from 121-129 (181-192) to no more than 120/180 by fall 2013.


Campuses shall report to the chancellor a listing of each degree program and concentration that requires from 121 to 129 (181 to 192) units but for demonstrated academic, licensure, or accreditation reasons cannot be reduced to 120/180. The program’s unit requirements, both before and after campus review, shall be specified, and the specific reasons for exceeding the maximum unit count shall be identified.

Campuses with programs requiring from 121 to 129 units (181 to 192) and unable to reduce counts to the maximum number of units shall submit requests for a chancellor’s exception to the established unit maximum for each program.


Programs that have not been reduced to 120/180 units and have not been granted a chancellor’s exception allowing higher unit counts will be subject to chancellor’s action to reduce unit requirements, including:

1. double counting requirements;

2. adjusting the number of required major courses and units to achieve consistency with comparable CSU programs;

3. adjusting campus-specific degree requirements (such as languages other than English, among others); and

4. adjusting course and unit requirements for upper-division GE courses. 

March 2013
Programs reduced from 121-129 (181-192) units shall be published in the 2013-14 campus catalogs.

Degrees and Concentrations Requiring 130 Units or More (220 programs)

January 2014
Campuses shall submit program-by-program confirmations that the remaining high-unit combinations of degrees and concentrations have been approved on campus to be reduced to the required number of units by fall 2014. 

Programs that have not been reduced to 120/180 units and have not been granted a chancellor’s exception allowing higher unit counts will be subject to chancellor’s action to reduce unit requirements, including:
1. double counting requirements;

2. adjusting the number of required major courses and units to achieve consistency with comparable CSU programs;
3. adjusting campus-specific degree requirements (such as languages other than English, among others); and
4. adjusting course and unit requirements for upper-division GE courses. 

March 2014 
All programs above 120/180 and that are subject to the new unit-maxima shall have been reduced to 120/180 units and shall appear in the 2014-15 campus catalogs. 

All programs above 120/180 that have been approved by the chancellor to exceed the maximum unit count shall appear in the 2014-15 campus catalogs.

An item will be presented at the November meeting for board action to adopt the following recommended changes to Title 5.

Title 5. Education
Division 5. Board of Trustees of the California State Universities

Chapter 1. California State University

Subchapter 2. Educational Program

Article 5. General Requirements for Graduation

§ 40405.1. California State University General Education - Breadth Requirements.
(a) Each recipient of the bachelor's degree completing the California State University General Education-Breadth Requirements pursuant to this subdivision (a) shall have completed a program which includes a minimum of 48 semester units or 72 quarter units of which 9 semester units or 12 quarter units shall be upper division level and shall be taken no sooner than the term in which the candidate achieves upper division status. At least 9 of the 48 semester units or 12 of the 72 quarter units shall be earned at the campus granting the degree. The 48 semester units or 72 quarter units shall be distributed as follows:

(1) A minimum of 9 semester units or 12 quarter units in communication in the English language, to include both oral communication and written communication, and in critical thinking, to include consideration of common fallacies in reasoning.

(2) A minimum of 12 semester units or 18 quarter units to include inquiry into the physical universe and its life forms, with some immediate participation in laboratory activity, and into mathematical concepts and quantitative reasoning and their applications.

(3) A minimum of 12 semester units or 18 quarter units among the arts, literature, philosophy and foreign languages.

(4) A minimum of 12 semester units or 18 quarter units dealing with human social, political, and economic institutions and behavior and their historical background.

(5) A minimum of 3 semester units or 4 quarter units in study designed to equip human beings for lifelong understanding and development of themselves as integrated physiological, social, and psychological entities.

The specification of numbers of units implies the right of discretion on each campus to adjust reasonably the proportions among the categories in order that the conjunction of campus courses, credit unit configurations and these requirements will not unduly exceed any of the prescribed semester or quarter unit minima. However, the total number of units in General Education-Breadth accepted for the bachelor's degree under the provisions of this subdivision (a) should shall not be less than 48 semester units or 72 quarter units unless an exception has been approved by the chancellor.

(b) The president or an officially authorized representative of a college which is accredited in a manner stated in Section 40601 (d) (1) may certify the extent to which the requirements of subdivision (a) of this section have been met up to a maximum of 39 semester units (or 58 quarter units). Such certification shall be in terms of explicit objectives and procedures issued by the Chancellor.

(c) In the case of a baccalaureate degree being pursued by a post-baccalaureate student, the requirements of this section shall be satisfied if:

(1) The student has previously earned a baccalaureate or higher degree from an institution accredited by a regional accrediting association; or

(2) The student has completed equivalent academic preparation, as determined by the appropriate campus authority.

Note: Authority cited: Section 89030, Education Code. Reference: Sections 66055.8 and 89030, Education Code. 
Title 5. Education

Division 5. Board of Trustees of the California State Universities

Chapter 1. California State University

Subchapter 2. Educational Program

Article 5. General Requirements for Graduation

§ 40405.4. Procedures for Implementing Programs to Meet General Education Requirements.

(a) The Chancellor shall establish procedures to implement the objectives and requirements of Section 40405.1-40405.3, including provision for exceptions in individual cases of demonstrable hardship, and including periodic review of the extent to which the objectives and requirement are being met.

(b) The Chancellor may grant exceptions to the requirements of subdivision (a) of Section 40405.1 for high unit professional degree major programs on a program-by-program basis.

Note: Authority cited: Section 89030, Education Code. Reference: Section 89030, Education Code. Authority cited: Section 89030, Education Code. Reference: Section 89030, Education Code.
Title 5. Education

Division 5. Board of Trustees of the California State Universities

Chapter 1. California State University

Subchapter 2. Educational Program

Full text of all sections at this level Article 6. Undergraduate Degrees

§ 40500. Bachelor of Arts Degree: Required Curriculum.

To be eligible for the Bachelor of Arts degree, the candidate shall have completed the following requirements:

(a) General Education-Breadth Requirements. The courses in General Education-Breadth Requirements shall be distributed in the manner prescribed in Sections 40405-40405.4.

(b) Major 24 semester units (36 quarter units).

There shall be one major with a minimum of 24 semester units (36 quarter units). At least 12 semester units (18 quarter units) in the major shall be upper division courses or their equivalent. The maximum number of units shall be determined by the campus.
(c) Additional Units. Units to complete the total required for the degree may be used as electives or to meet other requirements.

(d) Total. For candidates electing, pursuant to Section 40401, to meet graduation requirements established prior to the 2000-01 academic year, the total semester units required for the Bachelor of Arts Degree, of which at least 40 (60 quarter units) shall be in the upper division credit, shall be 124 semester units (186 quarter units). For candidates for the Bachelor of Arts degree who are meeting graduation requirements established during or after the 2000-01 academic year, a minimum of 120 semester units (180 quarter units) shall be required, including at least 40 semester units (60 quarter units) in upper-division courses or their equivalent. For candidates for the Bachelor of Arts degree who are meeting graduation requirements established during or after the 2014-15 academic year, a minimum of no fewer and no more than 120 semester (180 quarter) units shall be required, including at least 40 semester (60 quarter) units in upper-division courses or their equivalent.
Note: Authority cited: Section 89030, Education Code. Reference: Section 89030, Education Code.

Title 5. Education

Division 5. Board of Trustees of the California State Universities

Chapter 1. California State University

Subchapter 2. Educational Program

Article 6. Undergraduate Degrees

§ 40501. Bachelor of Science Degree: Required Curriculum.

To be eligible for the Bachelor of Science degree, the candidate shall have completed the following requirements:

(a) General Education-Breadth Requirements. The courses in General Education-Breadth Requirements shall be distributed in the manner prescribed in Sections 40405-40405.4.

(b) Major 36 semester units.

There shall be one major with a minimum of 36 semester units. At least 18 semester units in this major shall be upper division courses or their equivalent. The maximum number of units shall be determined by the campus.

(c) Total. For candidates electing, pursuant to Section 40401, to meet graduation requirements established prior to the 2000-01 academic year, the total semester units required for the Bachelor of Science degree shall be 124 to 132 semester units, as determined by each campus, except that 140 semester units may be required in engineering. For candidates for the Bachelor of Science degree who are meeting graduation requirements established during or after the 2000-01 academic year, a minimum of 120 semester units shall be required. The number of semester units for each curriculum shall be determined by each campus. For candidates for the Bachelor of Science degree who are meeting graduation requirements established during or after the 2014-15 academic year, a minimum of no fewer and no more than 120 semester (180 quarter) units shall be required. 
Note: Authority cited: Section 89030, Education Code. Reference: Section 89030, Education Code. Authority cited: Section 89030, Education Code. Reference: Section 89030, Education Code. 

Title 5. Education

Division 5. Board of Trustees of the California State Universities

Chapter 1. California State University

Subchapter 2. Educational Program

Article 6. Undergraduate Degrees

§ 40505. Bachelor of Architecture Degree: Required Curriculum.

To be eligible for the Bachelor of Architecture degree, the candidate shall have completed the following requirements:

(a) General Education-Breadth Requirements. The courses in General Education-Breadth Requirements shall be distributed in the manner prescribed in Sections 40405-40405.4.

(b) Major 45 semester units.

The major shall consist of a minimum of 45 semester units. At least 27 semester units in the major shall be in upper division courses or their equivalent. The maximum number of units shall be determined by each campus.

(c) Total. For candidates electing, pursuant to Section 40401, to meet graduation requirements established prior to the 2000-01 academic year, the total semester units required for the Bachelor of Architecture degree shall be 165 to 175 150 semester units. For candidates for the Bachelor of Architecture degree who are meeting graduation requirements established during or after the 2000-01 academic year, a minimum of 120 semester units shall be required. For candidates for the Bachelor of Architecture degree who are meeting graduation requirements established during or after the 2014-15 academic year, a minimum of no fewer than 120 semester (180 quarter) units shall be required, and no more than 150 semester (225 quarter) units shall be required. The total number of units required for the Bachelor of Architecture degree shall be distributed over a ten-semester period or equivalent.
Note: Authority cited: Section 89030, Education Code. Reference: Section 89030, Education Code. Authority cited: Section 89030, Education Code. Reference: Section 89030, Education Code. 

Title 5. Education

Division 5. Board of Trustees of the California State Universities

Chapter 1. California State University

Subchapter 2. Educational Program

Article 6. Undergraduate Degrees

§ 40506. Bachelor of Music Degree and Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree: Required Curriculum.

To be eligible for either the Bachelor of Music degree or the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, the candidate shall have completed the following requirements:

(a) General Education-Breadth Requirements. The courses in General Education-Breadth Requirements shall be distributed in the manner prescribed in Sections 40405-40405.4.

(b) Major -70 semester units. The major shall consist of a maximum of 70 semester units with at least one-fourth of these units devoted to theory and content as distinguished from studio, production, and performance.

(c) Total. For candidates electing, pursuant to Section 40401, to meet graduation requirements established prior to the 2000-01 academic year, the total semester units required for the Bachelor of Music degree and the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree shall be 132 semester units. For candidates for the Bachelor of Music degree and the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree who are meeting graduation requirements established during or after the 2000-01 academic year, a minimum of 120 semester units shall be required. For candidates for the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree or Bachelor of Music degree who are meeting graduation requirements established during or after the 2014-15 academic year, a minimum of no fewer than 120 semester (180 quarter) units and no more than 132 semester (198 quarter) units shall be required. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 89030, Education Code. Reference: Section 89030, Education Code. Authority cited: Section 89030, Education Code. Reference: Section 89030, Education Code. 

Title 5. Education

Division 5. Board of Trustees of the California State Universities

Chapter 1. California State University

Subchapter 2. Educational Program

Article 6. Undergraduate Degrees

§ 40507. Bachelor of Landscape Architecture: Required Curriculum.

To be eligible for the Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degree, the candidate shall have completed the following requirements:

(a) General Education-Breadth Requirements. The courses in General Education-Breadth Requirements shall be distributed in the manner prescribed in Sections 40405-40405.4.

(b) Major………….. 45 semester units.

The major shall consist of a minimum of 45 semester units, exclusive of those courses used to meet the General Education-Breadth Requirements. At least 27 units in the major shall be in upper division courses or their equivalent. The maximum number of units shall be determined by each campus.

(c) Total. For candidates electing, pursuant to Section 40401, to meet graduation requirements established prior to the 2000-01 academic year, the total semester units required for the Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degree shall be 155 to 165 semester units. For candidates for the Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degree who are meeting graduation requirements established during or after the 2000-01 academic year, a minimum of 120 semester units shall be required. For candidates for the Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degree who are meeting graduation requirements established during or after the 2014-15 academic year, a minimum of no fewer than 120 semester (180 quarter) units and no more than 150 semester (225 quarter) units shall be required. The total number of units required for the Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degree shall be distributed over a ten-semester period or equivalent.

Note: Authority cited: Section 89030, Education Code. Reference: Section 89030, Education Code. 

Title 5. Education

Division 5. Board of Trustees of the California State Universities

Chapter 1. California State University

Subchapter 2. Educational Program

Article 6. Undergraduate Degrees

§ 40508. The Bachelor's Degree: Total Units.

Each campus shall establish and maintain a monitoring system to ensure that justification is provided for all program requirements that extend the baccalaureate unit requirement beyond 120 semester (180 quarter) units. By the 2014-15 academic year, no baccalaureate degree programs shall extend the unit requirement beyond 120 semester (180 quarter) units, with the exception of the Bachelor of Architecture, Bachelor of Music, Bachelor of Fine Arts, and Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degrees.
Note: Authority cited: Section 89030, Education Code. Reference: Section 89030, Education Code. 


