Program Assessment and Review Council (PARC)
Approved Minutes for Wednesday, May 6, 2009
Members Present:

Babette Benken, Richard Birkemeier, Keith Freesemann, Jen Grey, Kristi Hagans, Amy Heyse, Kelly  Janousek, Mishelle Laws, Cecile Lindsay, Carol Lord, William Moore, Markus Muller, Vincent Novack, Sabine Reddy, Michelle Saint-Germain, Jose Sanchez-H.
Excused:

Lesley Farmer

Guests:

Emelinda Parentela, (Civil Engineering, CENG), Laura Kingsford (CNSM)
The meeting called to order at 2:12 p.m. 

Agenda was approved with addition of Elements of Self-Study under PARC Continuing items. 

The minutes of the April 9, 2009, meeting were approved with corrections. 
Announcements:

· Cecile Lindsay announced the Student Research Competition results from the weekend of May 2-3, 2009. Eleven students competed. Students received first place in Chemistry graduate, Biology graduate and second place in Aerospace undergraduate and Educational Psychology undergraduate.  

Old Business: 

· The Multicultural Center Program Review report recommendations will be reviewed by the PARC Executive Committee next week. Keith Freesemann visited the center to learn about their issues.

New Business:

· Van Novack introduced the new Dashboard from Institutional Research. The new software analysis tool allows review of trends down to specific definitions. 
· This is an interest to PARC for Tenure/Tenure-Track ethnicity; numbers of graduates, native and transfer students graduate tracking up to 12 years. 
· User friendly and allows saving in exel, pdf or html. 

· Go to www.csulb.edu/ir and look for the Dashboard – speedometer graphic. 

· This provides 80% of the data common to the university needs and is flexible still does not meet need of “official” data vs. what is on PeopleSoft. 

· Institutional Research (IR) collects student success, graduation rates, admissions, degree awarded and needs to meet reporting standards.

· Second major recognition again was discussed, IR recognizes the importance but does not gather because is it not stagnant like the data they gather on Census date. 

PARC Continuing Items:

· Elements of the self-study. Discussion of changing the order of the document to resources & facilities,  projected changes, mission & goals& objectives, resources have, activities engaged and outcomes. Called a Logic model. Current format is historical and this could make it more future driven. 

· There is a future goals piece in the self-study but none of the departments are writing to this.

· Addition of a General Education section to have the department define how general education fit into the discipline and how does it impact department majors.
· Discussion of value of Table 1A admissions since some of this is university driven.

· Question of value of success rate of transfers vs. native juniors.

· Email Keith Freesemann for future discussion. 

TIME CERTAIN 3:00 -- UPRC report on Environmental Science and Policy

Emelinda Parentela from last year PARC council presented the report highlighting specific issues such this is located in two colleges, it only has one lower-level core course in the major, enrollment, student learning outcomes for BA and BS, director of program, operating budget, space and student advising.  Laura Kingsford commented positively on the program the work already taking place to help these problem areas. Several PARC members posed questions.
· Difference between BA and BS, first is more policy directed, second more science breadth. 

· There should be different student learning outcomes for BA and BS. 

At this time guests were excused, and the Council discussed the report further.

The Council M/S/P to accept the Environmental Science and Policy program Self-Study.

The Council M/S/P to accept the University Program Review Report for the Environmental Science and Policy program, after editing to the college and administration #1 Formalize the resources dedicated (insert word to) the ES&P program through an MOU between the administration and participating collges that will change to accommodate program growth. 
The meeting adjourned at 3:40  p.m.
Next meeting:  May 20.
Respectfully submitted,

Kelly Janousek
