PROGRAM ASSESSMENT AND REVIEW COUNCIL MEETING SEPT. 17, 2008 MINUTES
Present: B. Benavidez, B. Benken, R. Birkemeier, L. Farmer, K. Freesemann,  S. Goldsmith, L. Grabhorn, J. Grey, K. Hagans-Murillo, A. Heyse, Z. Hlousek, K. Janousek, L. Lazarowitz, C. Lord, W. Moore, J. Moreno,  M. Muller, S. Reddy, M. Saint-Germain, J. Sanchez, T. Shehab
The meeting was convened at 2:12 pm in BH302. The minutes of September 17, 2008, were approved as read.
Michelle briefly reviewed the PARC schedule calendar.  The German program is almost done. The Italian program needs materials. The English review team needs another member. She noted that a couple of people emailed her with their program review preferences. Michelle will make a list of programs that need reviewers, and will email that list to the PARC members so they can sign up accordingly. 

Michelle talked about assessment and the Assessment Showcase, which event is co-sponsored by PARC and the Office of Academic Affairs. The event will occur October 29 from 3 pm to 5 pm in the Anatol Conference Center (and possibly in the Faculty Center for Professional Development).  Michelle is aiming to have about twenty poster presentations that would demonstrate effective assessment efforts.  The event is free and open to all the CSULB community, and refreshments will be served.  Tentatively, the top prize will be financial support to go to an assessment conference of the winner’s choice. Two second prizes will be awarded: $50 to the presenter’s department. It was suggested that each presenter be given a certificate of participation. PARC members were asked to encourage faculty to attend and to submit a poster proposal; students may co-present. (Jennifer Grey mentioned the student work display in the art gallery, suggesting that the two events could be scheduled to complement each other.)
Michelle noted that assessment in this context refers to student performance review, which  should be a structured and efficient process. It is required by WASC and has long-term benefits, particularly for program improvement and student achievement.  Michelle then distributed a mock-up poster PowerPoint-based template, which focused on process.  She explained how mapping student outcomes and current practice/performance can lead to identifying and addressing teaching and learning gaps.  
Concurrently, Michelle stated that each program needs to submit a yearly assessment report that addresses at least one student outcome.  About 85-59% of programs submit a report. Usually, their first report describes their assessment plan; by the second year, some data is included; by the third year, evidence of change is typically noted.
Michelle asked for poster judges from PARC. Interested parties should email her. At least three people should judge each poster.  Michelle distributed a draft poster evaluation form for the group to discuss and improve.  The original criteria included: overall presentation, SLAs, curriculum, assessment measures, assessment process, assessment evidence, using evidence for change.  It was agreed that that 

· Overall presentation should be changed to Visual presentation

· The next category/criteria  should be Program overview

· That SLO criterion for 3 points should add “essential elements are tied to SLOs”

· Judges should be able to add one point for their personal impression (the “wow” factor).

Michelle will create an item analysis of the criteria in order to provide presenters with useful feedback; however, judges can give an overall number to indicate relative quality. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 pm. The next meeting will be held at 2 pm Oct. 15 in BH302.

Respectfully submitted, 

Lesley Farmer

