Committee on Athletics
October 29, 2004

Minutes

Present:	Bill Shumard, Carol Johnson, Jean Houck, Don Schwartz, Mike Walter, Colleen van Lent, Brenda Vogel, Paul Gilmore, Jose Aguinaga, Kevin Sverduk (11:00am), Will Murray, Morgan Wheeler, Kevin Cape, Drue Wawrzynski, Sally Bulquerin

Absent:	Stan Olin, Tom Lonergan, Randy Loughlin, Michael Lacourse, Hugh O’Gorman, Jill Pinkney Pastrana

Guest:	 Mary Ann Tripodi


	Welcome and Introductions

Brenda announced that Jill Pinkney Pastrana will be replacing Sylvia Maxson for the remainder of the semester.


	Approval of Minutes

Minutes were approved with two name corrections.


	Athletic Director’s Report – Bill Shumard

In the interest of time, Bill did not report.


	Compliance Report – Mary Ann Tripodi

Mary Ann gave an overview of two areas, 1) the results of the recent compliance review by the Big West and 2) graduation rates.  Every 3 to 4 years our compliance program is reviewed by an outside entity.  This year, the review was conducted by Erica Satterfield of the Big West Conference.  She was on campus for two days in August and interviewed several individuals involved in the compliance process.  Mary Ann provided a document summarizing the findings. Overall, the process is in fine shape; there was concern, however, expressed about the workload of the athletics evaluator, Sharon Clark.  Sharon admits student-athletes, conducts pre-evaluations, certifies transferable degree units, verifies AA degrees and certifies the eligibility of all continuing student-athletes.  This, according to the review, is too much work for one individual and may leave the institution vulnerable to violations.  Several suggestions for improvement were discussed including increased resources and the use of computer software to streamline the certification process.  The Compliance Committee will consider this issue and Bill will meet with Tom Enders and Dave Dowell to discuss options.
Mary Ann also reported on our graduation rates.  Our 2004 graduation rates for the 1997-1998 cohort of student athletes were 53% compared to 42% for all students.  Graduation rates are determined by number of freshmen student athletes, coming in on scholarship, who graduate within 6 years or less.  Students who transfer out, transfer in, walk-on, or who are not on scholarship their first year are not counted. There is discussion at the NCAA to change the way graduation rates are calculated and to institute incentives to increases those rates.

	Update on Development of new Recruiting Policy – Don Schwartz

The Compliance Committee met to develop a recruiting policy and the final draft will come to the COA at the November meeting.  Policy includes no gambling, no “gentlemen’s” clubs and no alcohol during recruiting visits.

	Evaluate Three Applications for NCAA Representative

Brenda reviewed the process for selecting a new NCAA Faculty Athletic Representative.  A solicitation for applications was sent out in late September and three applications were submitted.  Brenda spoke with President Maxson and others about the position and, in addition to the qualifications set out in the prospectus, President Maxson feels those nominated for the position should have experience with LBS athletics and be seasoned members of the faculty.  Discussion of the three applications ensued and the committee agreed that we received applications from three qualified individuals.  Jana Echevarria and Arthur Levine, however, were the two individuals unanimously selected by the committee.  These names will be submitted to the Senate Executive Committee for approval on November 2nd and then voted on by the Senate at the November 18th meeting.  The two nominations, if approved by the Senate, will be sent to the President.


	Other Business

Bill gave a short report on our fall sports, track, soccer, men’s water polo and women’s volleyball.
Drue was selected to one of four Top 40 squads for the third annual Speedo Festival at the U.S. Water Polo National Aquatic Center in Los Alamitos from November 5 to 7.
Next meeting is November 19th at 10am in the Ukleja room.



