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Communication Studies 441 (IC) Freedom of Communication and Communication
Studies 442 (IC) Campaign Persuasion are currently under consideration for Capstone Status.
The packets for each have been approved by the Department of Communication Studies and
forwarded to the College Curriculum Committee. While they are under consideration, we would
like undertake an assessment of each course in terms of student learning outcomes. To that end,
Communication Studies 442 has been scheduled for offering in Fall 2000 as team taught class by
myself and Professor Pat Ganer. Communication Studies 441 has been scheduled for Spring
2001 as a team taught class by myself and Professor Scott Lybarger. Aside from teaching the
classes, my added responsibility will be to conduct the assessment for which I am seeking three
units of release time in Spring 2001.

These courses, which were developed by me and the Center, have been on the books
since 1991 as IC courses. They are ripe for assessment not only because they are being
converted to Capstone status, but because they contain complex assignments, the creation of
original works and synthesis of knowledge from various fields. For example, in Freedom of
Communication students are required to bring actual Supreme Court precedents to bear on
hypothetical cases which they must argue before a simulated Supreme Court. They must also
perform as Supreme Court justices rendering decisions based on Court precedents. In Campaign
Persuasion, students are required to write fund-raising letters, to compose positive campaign
advertisement for radio, and to compose negative campaign advertisements for radio.

These courses are being team taught so that faculty other than myself are involved in the
process and so that in the future they can teach these courses without my assistance. The method
of assessment developed will be useful to the department since it offers many GE classes which
also use simulations.

Thus, our purpose will be to assess student learning outcomes from the use of simulations
and role-playing situations in the classroom. We believe that students learn by doing, and that by
role-playing and entering into simulations of real world activities, anxiety is reduced since
student are not risking themselves, and familiarity with the real world is heightened.
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