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(1) Abstract

This project develops departmental procedures to systematically incorporate student learning outcomes and methods of assessment for all courses in the proposed B.A. degree program Asian American Studies, which we expect to begin offering in Spring 2003.  The research will examine five courses taught by resident faculty to learn: (a) Which student learning outcomes are explicitly incorporated as teaching objectives in each course; (b) How assignments implement these objectives; and (c) How assessment is conducted for each of the desired student learning outcomes.  The results will be documented as departmental procedures to be applied to all courses in the program.

(2) Statement of project goals, objectives, and predicted outcomes.

The Department of Asian and Asian American Studies is now in the process of gaining approval for a B.A. degree in Asian American Studies, and we expect to begin offering the major in Spring 2003.  The proposed project will help us to better understand how to incorporate student learning outcomes throughout the courses offered that comprise the major, how to conduct assessments in each of the courses.  The research will be focused on courses taught by resident faculty, and is aimed at developing procedures that can then be applied to all of the Asian American Studies courses.  This project will enable us to inaugurate the major with student learning outcomes linked to methods of assessment from the very beginning.

Goals: To learn how to integrate the Accountability Goals of measurable student learning outcomes and appropriate kinds of assessment of student learning, in order to apply that approach to all of the courses in Asian American Studies.

Objectives: After the major is approved, the Asian and Asian American Studies department will formalize Accountability Goals for the program in Performance Area I: Quality Baccalaureate Degree Programs, in part by (a) determining at least five measurable student learning outcomes, and (b) choosing and starting to implement preferably two or more kinds of assessment to determine how well our majors have met the student learning outcomes.

Objectives 1 and 2 of this project include learning how to prepare student learning outcomes and appropriate assessment methods in a coordinated manner, and Objective 3 is to establish a department policy on assessment:

Objective 1: To refine our selection of measurable student learning outcomes.  As part of planning for the major, the department has prepared a document, “Goals for Asian American Studies Majors,” essentially a draft for that portion of the Accountability Goals, that identifies desired student learning outcomes.  This objective is to refine the student learning outcomes for formal adoption as Accountability Goals, by evaluating them in conjunction with assessment methods.  In addition, we will begin the process of explicitly assigning particular student learning outcomes to particular classes, in order to assure attainment of all of the outcomes in the courses as a whole.

Objective 2: To better understand how to incorporate student learning outcomes into specific courses and how to conduct assessment of student learning.  The objective is to learn what assignments are made to implement each student learning outcome, and how assessment of student learning is done for each of the desired student learning outcomes.

Objective 3: To develop an Asian American Studies approach to incorporating and assessing student learning outcomes in order to apply it to other classes in the major.  The objective is to establish a policy outlining these procedures.

Predicted outcomes: Documentation and a shared understanding among resident faculty on how to link student learning outcome objectives with appropriate methods of assessment.

(3) Need for the project.
This project will assist the department in systematically establishing desired student learning objectives throughout our courses, to ensure that students will achieve these objectives as they progress through the major.  The project will help to structure the content of courses, so that more advanced classes can be designed to build on the acquired knowledge from prior classes.  The project will also help us to evaluate the effectiveness of the sequence and selection of courses in terms of helping students achieve their degree objectives.

(4) Detailed description of project activities, including a timeline for proposed activities.

a.
The courses to be included in this project are only those taught by resident faculty, who will be responsible for assisting lecturers in explicitly incorporating and assessing student learning outcomes.  These course are: ASAM 200 Interethnic Relations (Kim), ASAM 220 Asian American History (Toji), ASAM 330 Japanese American Experience (Toji), ASAM 332 Korean American Experience (Kim), and ASAM 346 Asian Americans and the Law (Tsuchida).

b.
We will rewrite existing “Goals for Asian American Studies Majors” into distinct specific measurable student learning outcomes.

c.
We will gather syllabi and writing assignments from the above courses.

d.
We will meet and discuss the findings.

e.
The documents and discussions will be used to determine:

1.
Which student learning outcomes are explicitly incorporated as teaching objectives in each course?

2.
How are assignments designed to implement these objectives?

3.
How is assessment conducted for each of the desired student learning outcomes?

f.
We will write up procedures for use in incorporating student learning outcomes and assessment in other courses.  The document will be used as a template to guide instructors Asian American Studies.

Timeline: the project will be conducted during the Falll 2002 semester.

(5) List of participants, role, and a description of the ways in which the project goes beyond normal professional responsibilities of the participants.

Dean S. Toji – will coordinate the research, gather documents, conduct meetings and interviews, prepare and distribute self-study questions, and write documents for approval by other participants.

John N. Tsuchida – will provide course documents, participate in meetings, and review/approve draft documents.

Barbara Kim - will provide course documents, participate in meetings, and review/approve draft documents.

(6) Budget.
3 units of faculty release time for Dean Toji.

Stipend of $1000 (overage) for Barbara Kim.

Stipend of $1000 (overage) for Barbara Kim.

