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1.  Description of course and need

•  A new program and a new course.  Recent legislation limiting class size in California schools has contributed to a critical need for credentialed teachers throughout the state.  In response to this emergency situation, the College of Education has moved to develop multiple pathways leading to credentials.  One pathway, currently under construction, is a fifth-year program leading to the multiple subject credential for students who have completed baccalaureate degrees.  In order to be effective teachers, these students need to know how children grow, develop and learn.  Along with this broad focus on development and learning, an understanding of language acquisition is especially important for teachers in our culturally diverse classrooms.  The students in this program may have no specific background knowledge or coursework in child development or language acquisition.  A rigorous new course has been designed to meet these needs: Language, Learning, and the Developing Child: A Cross-Cultural Perspective, which will be offered cooperatively by four departments (EDEL/Linguistics 429, EDP 428, FCS 409), starting in Fall 2000.  At the core of the course are three projects designed to address the needs of the prospective teachers by involving them in active participation in observation and analysis of child behavior.  The course goals and the project activities have been outlined.  Now, these outlines need to be developed and extended to integrate assessment into the plan.  That is the focus of this grant application.

•  Course projects.  Specifically, the three projects have been conceptualized as follows. For the first project, students will collect a videotaped language sample from a child from one of the following groups: 1) a preschool aged child whose primary language is English; 2) an elementary or middle school child whose primary language is English; 3) a preschool aged child for whom English is a second language; or 4) an elementary or middle school child for whom English is a second language.  Each student will transcribe his/her tape and will produce a four-to-six-page written analysis of the language sample with respect to the child’s phonological, morphological, semantic, lexical, syntactic, and pragmatic development.

For the second project, each student will present a four-to-six-page written analysis of his/her taped sample in terms of the larger developmental context of major concepts and theories of development as well as markers in the cognitive, socio-emotional, and physical domains, noting relationships between these domains and the language domain. 

For the third project, a group project, students will work in groups of four and will share individual language samples and analyses (one child from each group described above) to produce a four-to-six-page written report comparing and contrasting the children’s development in language, cognitive, socio-emotional, and physical areas in terms of the major theoretical perspectives on development.

• The need.  For these projects, specific objectives and guidelines for students need to be developed, as well as workable criteria for project assessment; we need a plan for how these will be integrated with other course activities, and how they will be reinforced and complemented by the course quizzes and final exam.  Since the new MSCP program with CLAD emphasis will feature ongoing portfolio assessment, it is crucial that the assessment approach and activities for this course be consistent with this aspect of program-wide assessment.

For Fall 2000 and Spring 2001, the course will be team-taught, pairing instructors from different departments; each team will consist of one partner with special expertise in language development and one with special expertise in general child development and learning.  To accomplish the ambitious goals of this course, it is essential that clear common standards be agreed upon for course objectives and priorities, and that the various sections establish and maintain comparable expectations and standards.

2.  Collaborating faculty 

Principal applicant:

Carol Lord, Assistant Professor, Department of Teacher Education and Department of Linguistics.  Dr. Lord’s experience includes public school teaching; teaching ethnically and linguistically diverse students; teaching university courses in linguistic analysis, language development, and second language testing and assessment.  She has been engaged in research for the past five years at UCLA’s CRESST/Center for the Study of Evaluation on issues of language proficiency and assessment.  She is Area Coordinator for this course, and will be co-teaching two sections in Fall 2000.

Proposed collaborators:

Candace Kaye, Associate Professor, Department of Teacher Education.  Dr. Kaye’s experience includes public school teaching in culturally and linguistically diverse settings; teaching university courses in child development;  language development; curriculum development for children and families from linguistically and culturally diverse settings; directing child study centers for diverse populations in higher education settings; and studying the process of portfolio assessment. She continues to be engaged in research studies that include issues of authentic multiple assessment strategies and constructivist approaches to learning.  She is Director of the Graduate Programs in Early Childhood Education and will be co-teaching one section of EDEL 429 in Fall, 2000.

Jennifer Coots, Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Psychology, 

Administration, and Counseling.  Dr. Coots teaches in the Child Development Program and Special Education Credential Program.  She has 8 years of public school teaching experience with diverse populations as well as her university teaching experience.  Currently, she teaches courses in child development, foundations of special education, and collaborative partnerships with parents of children with special needs.  She has expertise in the influences of contextual features including culture on child development and also effective teaching models for diverse populations including children with special needs.  In the area of assessment, she has expertise in methods for assessing the performance of diverse populations with multiple modes of assessment.  She has developed multiple methods to assess and build the writing skills of students.  Dr. Coots has collaborated in the development of this new course.

Instructors scheduled for Fall 2000: 

Jo Ann Bernard, Lecturer, Department of Family and Consumer Sciences

Malcolm Finney, Lecturer, Department of Linguistics

Two others, to be determined
3.  Planned activities
A series of meetings and workshops is planned to address the following tasks:

(1) Integrate project assignments and course activities to align with course objectives and CLAD objectives

(2) Design multiple modes of performance-based assessment compatible with program-wide portfolio assessment goals


(a) Define student learning outcomes for individual and group projects


(b) Identify options for quizzes and final exam to complement and reinforce project activities
(3)  Discussion of course objectives and priorities

Planning meetings for principal applicant and proposed collaborators, on or about 

April 15 and May 15.

Workshop days for principal applicant, proposed collaborators, and all instructors, on or about May 30 and June 15.

4.  Expected results
We expect that these meetings and discussions will result in:

(1)  Alignment of project assignments and course activities with objectives

(2) Performance-based assessment options compatible with program-wide portfolio assessment goals


(a) Definition of student learning outcomes for individual and group projects


(b) Options for quizzes and final exam to complement and reinforce project activities
(3) Agreement upon course assessment approaches, objectives and priorities, with comparable expectations shared by all participants

Completing this work prior to the beginning of the course will greatly increase the likelihood of coherence between syllabi and assessments, clarifying the course focus for students as well as instructors, and hopefully resulting in a more fruitful learning experience for students, as well as a more satisfying teaching/learning experience for instructors.  It is our intention to seek additional funding later in order to continue with this collaboration during the Fall 2000 term to maintain common expectations, and to implement assessment innovations such as joint project reading and exam scoring for all sections of the course.

5.  Budget
Overload salary for faculty:



Principal applicant (1), $300




$300

Proposed collaborators (2), $300 each


$600

Instructors (4) $100 each




$400


Total






$1300 
